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other Chappelle 


Nobody moves T-shirts — and other merch — 
like the socialist senator 
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Fall is here... 

cozy sweaters, 
leather jackets, 




Support the Vermont Foodbank, 
get a 2016 Coupon Calendar! 

Visit Lenny's today and make a $10 donation 
to the Vermont Foodbank. As a thank you, 
you'll get a 2016 Coupon Calendar full of 
exclusive savings at Lenny's Shoe & Apparel! 



Save $15 on Bogs boots in April 2016! 

Save $25 on workboots in September 2016! 
Save 20% on Carhartt in December 2016! 

Find these and many other coupons each month. 

Wllllston I St. Albans | Barre | Plattsburgh B S lennyshoe.com 





MUSIC FROM 5,000 YEARS OF CIVILIZATION 


SHEN YUN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Shen Yun Symphony Orchestra is coming 
with a new tour starting October 2015! 

For 5,000 years, Chinese people believed their culture was a gift from the divine. 
But it was nearly lost. Shen Yun’s mission is to revive this divinely inspired culture, 
and to bring its beauty and wisdom to audiences around the world. 

From the elegant music of imperial courts to the lively melodies of the common 
people, Shen Yun Symphony Orchestra takes you to the soul of an ancient 
civilization. Its original works were composed for Shen Yun Performing Arts, the 
world’s premier classical Chinese dance and music company. 

The Perfect Blend of East and West 

Shen Yun Symphony Orchestra is the first to seamlessly combine the distinct 
sounds of Chinese instruments with the foundation of a Western orchestra. 
Traditional Chinese music emphasizes the expression of inner feelings. Western 
music, meanwhile, focuses on the overall effect of the ensemble-and to achieve 
that, arrangement and harmony are of utmost importance. Shen Yun's music 
combines these approaches to capture the essence of both East and West, 

To harmoniously unite these two very different musical forms is no easy task. It 
requires great versatility and technical skill of the performers, as well as composers 
and conductors with a deep understanding of both musical traditions. The result is 
a rich, vivid sound that leaves an impression on everyone who hears it. 


Shen Yun 

(yi^t 


Buy tickets now 


Flynn Center 

for the Performing Arts 

Sunday, October 4, 2015 1 2PM 

888-974-5698 


Get Tickets 


shenyun.com/symphony 


Why do audience members find Shen Yun Symphony Orchestra 
concerts so captivating, so moving, even transformative? 

Imagine a spectacular, intricate blend of Eastern and Western 
musical traditions that no other orchestra has ever been able to 
, capture before. And there's even more to discover behind the 
music... 


“It is beyond anything I can put into 
words. It’s the most amazing, uplifting, 
spiritual journey.” 

-Margaux Brooks, executive 
film producer 


“Somehow it transcends all 
cultures, all languages... It 
makes you celebrate humanity.” 

-Dale Robertson, private equity 
management consultant 


“Music unlike any I have 
ever heard in my 77 years. 
I’m very moved.” 

-Ruben Bertolio, Argentina 
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T hey wore white, presumably so the blood-red stains 
around their crotches would stand out more. The 
protesters at the busy intersection of Dorset Street 
and Williston Road on Monday held up provocative signs 
for passing motorists: “Stop Cutting Baby Penis." and 
"How Dare You Cut His Penis!" 

Their T-shirts clarified: "Stop circumcising babies." 

Not everyone welcomed the message from the national 
organization known as Bloodstained Men & Their Friends. 

"My penis is just fine!" shouted a young man as he 
drove past. 

What’s the deal? Reporter Molly Waish explained on our 
Off Message blog. 

Male circumcision, the removal of the foreskin from 
a penis, is often performed on infants. In the U.S.. more 
males get circumcised than don't, and the number is 
increasing. That may be because research has shown 


it can help curb the spread of sexually transmitted dis- 
eases. including HIV. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says the benefits outweigh the risks. 

Anti-circers say it's painful, poses the risk of infection 
and makes penises smaller. "If you cut a loaf of bread, you 
have a smaller loaf of bread," noted protester Franny Max 
of Montreal. 

Their arguments are half-baked, say advocates who 
note that Walsh wrote, "the pain is temporary, infection 
risk is low and any reduction in penis size is not notice- 

A couple of Vermont women, including Erin Langevin 
of Monkton, joined Monday’s group of mostly out-of-town 
protesters. 

Langevin reasoned: "You’re forever changing their 
bodies, and they had no say in it." To read the whole post 
— and a lot of online comments — visit sevendaysvtcom. 
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DANNEMDRA DAME 

Joyce Mitchell, 
the former prison 
employee in New 
York who helped 
two murderers 

sentenced to up to 
seven years in jail. 
Will anyone bring 
her a hacksaw? 

d 

RENO’S GAMBLE 

The University 
of Nevada, Reno, 
has students from 
49 states — but no 
Vermonters. It's 
offering to fly five 
folks in to check it 
out, What are the 
odds they'll get 
one Woodchuck? 

& 

FREE-RANGE EMU 

An emu that went 
missing from a 
Townshend farm a 
month ago turned 
up across the 
Connecticut River 
80 miles away in 
New Hampshire 
— a long trek for 
a flightless bird. 




5,800 

That’s how many 
pounds of prescription 
drugs local and state 
law enforcement 
agencies collected 
on September 26. 
Officials say it was the 
most successful drug 
take-back day the state 
has ever held. 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENOAYSVT.COM 

1. "Confederate Flag Riles Some City of 
Burlington Employees" by Molly Walsh. The 
City of Burlington says it cant do anything 
about a public-works employee who has a 
Confederate flag affixed to his own car. 

2. ‘Food for Fairfax: Erica's American Diner" 
by Alice Levitt. There's a new dining option 
on Main Street in Fairfax. 

3. "Fightin* Words: Bernie Sanders Readies 
for the Big Debate" by Terri Hallenbeck. 
How is Sen. Sanders preparing for the first 
Democratic presidential debate7 

4. "Former Police Chief Michael Schirling 
Picked to Lead BTV Ignite" by Mark Davis. 
Burlington’s former police chief will lead the 
organization working to grow tech jobs in 
the city. 

5. "Vermont DOC Freeing Inmates After 
Judge's Ruling" by Mark Davis. After 
a judge ruled that the corrections 
department has been calculating jail 
sentences incorrectly, the state released 
84 people from custody or community 


I tweet of 
the week: 


rujessamyn 


n 



2015 IEEE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: 

EDGES OF INNOVATION FOR SMARTER CITIES 
conference.tech expo.career tair.industry forum 
SHERATON HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER I OCTOBER 22-25 

Open to the public. 

Enter ihe IEEE BTV Ignite App competition. Teams will compete for the best solution that address 
at least one of the six areas of national priority: Education & Workforce. Energy. Health. Public Safety, 
Transportation, and Advanced Manufacturing! RSVP by Oct. 2. 2015 at: http://sltes.leee.org/eisc/ 
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QUALITY MEATS & DELI 

since 1992 


full S€ 


;li and a 


ill service dr 
with fresh baked g> 
homemade soups, salads, 
and fresh Boars Head® meals 
cut to order 
DAILY SPECIALS 
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ONE AMAZING WOMAN 

[Stuck in Vermont: "Jamie’s List,” 
September 23] was beautifully done. Video 
journalist Eva Sollberger did a great job 
articulating the spirit of adventure and 
energy in Jamie Perron’s life. She and her 
amazing parents are truly very special. 

Sharon Gutwin 
WILLI STON 

Gutwin owns the Rehab Gym. 


PRISONER’S PROMISE 

This is a fantastic story [‘Inside Story,” 
September 23], and Jeremy Lee MacKenzie 
is exactly right when he says that his story 
can, and should, serve to challenge both 
society’s perceptions of those who have 
served time in prison, and prisoners’ per- 
ceptions of those on the outside. People 
make mistakes, especially at the age of 17. 
This does not mean that those same people 
cannot grow, mature and learn to make 
better life choices. 

I applaud MacKenzie’s courage and his 
determination to move beyond his past. 
Everyone is entitled to a second chance, 
and sometimes a third or fourth. His story 
may provide hope for others in a similar 
situation, may inspire someone out there 
to shake off the stigma associated with 
incarceration and strive to reach their full 
potential. Not to mention that his artistic 
abilities are absolutely mind-blowing. 
Kudos to you, Mr. MacKenzie; I hope to get 

TIM NEWCOMB 


the opportunity to meet you in person one 
of these days. 

Timothy Fair 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


REBEL’ VERMONTER 

[Re Off Message: “Confederate Flag Riles 
Some City of Burlington Employees,” 
September 23]: The Confederate flag was 
not about racism — it was a battle flag for 
the war, for freedom, honor. And no, I am 
not from the South. I’m a true six-gener- 
ation Vermonter. But I use my head and 
know my history. 

What gives Tim Ahonen, a department 
code enforcement officer, the right to 
tell the employee to take down the flag? 
But what do you expect from Burlington, 
which is full of socialist democrats, 90 
percent of whom moved to Vermont from 
out of state to take over. You degrade the 
south for the Confederate flag but cheer 
the Muslim in the White House who loves 
terrorists and releases them. God help us 
when we have fools like this around. 

Donna Boutin 
FAIRFAX 


YANKEES AND REBELS’ 

[Re Off Message: "Confederate Flag Riles 
Some City of Burlington Employees,” 
September 23]: It never ceases to amaze 
me the lengths to which some people will 
go to control what other people legally do 
or say. We played “Yankees and Rebels” as a 






WEEK IN REVIEW 


child in Tennessee just as other kids played 
cowboys and Indians. Get over it! This is 
one American who could start spouting off 
about what offends me, but I excuse things 
because I believe in our freedoms! 

Ron Austin 
RUTLAND 


RADIO BEAN RECRUIT 

[Re Soundbites: “Close Up the Honky 
Tonk?" September 23]: My first few months 
in Burlington were miserable. I was a fresh- 
man at the University of Vermont, and col- 
lege life was not as groovy and adventurous 
as I had dreamt it would be back in my ster- 
ile, suburban Massachusetts hometown. So 
when my one new friend dragged me down 
the hill to go to something called “Honky 
Tonk Tuesday,” and we walked into Radio 
Bean, I was instantly smitten. Hanging out 
among the twinkly lights and funky fix- 
tures and funkier people became a weekly 
ritual, and I soon started to sense that my 
cute college town had a radical underbelly. 
Honky Tonk Tuesday was my entry point 
into what I’ve called “real Burlington.” It’s 
where I first met people who cared about 
their community and spent their days 
working to make it better through their art, 
activism and day jobs. The people I met 
and observed from afar at HTT eventually 
became my friends and neighbors, and they 
inspired me to get involved around town. 
I’m sad to think of HTT ending and other 
bored college kids missing out on a worm- 
hole into one of Burlington’s most vibrant 
and creative communities. HTT is part of 
the reason I’m still here eight years later, 
and not planning to leave anytime soon. 

Christine Hill 
BURLINGTON 


PLANT PROTECTION 

[Re “Giving a Fig,” September 23]: I have 
two hardy Chicago fig trees that are 
producing fairly well. Last winter under 
mulch, a heavy white insulation blanket 
and burlap, they barely got through the 
cold winter. Now they will stay potted and 
short in the heated greenhouse. 

Mark Montalban 
BURLINGTON 


DRIVING FORCE 

[Re 20/20 Hindsight: “Paper Trails,” 
September 9]: For a few days a week, I get 
to be in this Seven Days community when 
I deliver the paper — and various other 
publications — in northern Vermont It 
would take pages to list all the kindnesses 
and generosity my dogs and I have received. 
It goes well beyond banter over the racks. 
Getting to know these folks over the years in 
weekly installments — their families, their 


milestones, their lives — has been a privi- 
lege. Sometimes, in the light and warmth of 
a store with the weather getting worse by 
the hour, it’s two of us wishing each other 
safe journeys back home and the offer of “a 
hot coffee before you go?” In summer, they 
thrust chilled botded water at me with a 
simple “here, here." It's smiles and jokes and 
caring. Treats and slices and cookies, and 
even Band-Aids when blade and hurried 
fingers slip. And a mountain of dog biscuits 
— first for Callie and now for Wren, both 
of whom came from the North Country 
Animal League. Over time, the people along 
my route have become friends. 

Nat Michael 
UNDERHILL 

Michael has been a driver for 
Seven Days since 1995. 


LEAVE PINE STREET AS IS... 

[Re “South End Artists Hope to Stall the 
Champlain Parkway," September 23]: I 
think the Barge Canal as a wilderness 
within city limits is a valuable natural 
resource the way it is. I’m from New 
York City, where Robert Moses proved 
long ago that big highways don’t solve 
traffic problems. (Have you ever driven 
into Manhattan?) Let’s see a show 
of hands: Who wants the Champlain 
Parkway as described at this point? 

Charles J. Messing 
BURLINGTON 


CORRECTION 

Last week’s story, “Manure Storage 
Wars: In Ferrisburgh, Flower Power 
Fights Big Dairy,” misstated how 
much flooding occurs on the field 
by the manure pit in question. 
According to farmer Allan Brisson, 
no more than a quarter of the field is 


SAY SOMETHING! 










COOLER DEALS! 

LIFE WAY ORGANIC LOW FAT KEFIR 
32oz$1.99 

365 ORGANIC DRESSINGS, 
CREAMY GREEK YOGURT 
OR CHUNKY BLUE CHEESE 
12oz$2.49 


WINE DEPT. 
FAEL CLASSICS 

2012 SIMPLE LIFE PINOT NOIR 


2011 SAN MICHELE 
TRENTINONOSIOLA 
his crisp, floral white has a great nutty 

Reg. $19.99 Now $14.99 
2008 DOMAINE SANTA DUC LES 
AUBES VACQUEYRAS 
A big, warm red with notes of grilled 
herbs, dark fruit, graphite and 
toasted cedar in perfect balance. 

A quintessential Southern Rhone. 

Reg. $27.99 THE WEEK 
ONLY $14.99!!! 

a. CHEESE&WINE 
H TRADERS 

2 

1186 Williston Rd. 

So. Burlington, VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
www.cheesetraders.com 



All the lines 
you love... 

La Mer 
Natura Bisse 
Bobbi Brown 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 
SkinCeuticals 

Mirror Mirr®r 


koup • s 


■ day s| 


Comer of Main & Battery Streets, 
Burlington, VI • 802-861 -7500 
www.mirrormirrorvt.com 
Locally £wned - Locally Operated 




MOUNTAIN 

ATHLETICS 


TRAINING FOR 

MORE THAN A GAME 


The North Face Lifestyle Store The North Face Summit Store 

90 Church Street, Burlington 210 College St., Burlington 


.KLMountainshop.com • 877-284-3270 • locally owned & operated 


WELCOME UVM ALUMNI & STUDENTS 

OVER 40 YEARS OF INNOVATION. TESTED IN LABS. 
PROVEN ON EXPEDITIONS. TRUSTED BY ATHLETES. 

SAVE ON PAST SEASON STYLES! over isoo models in stock; 



GEAR UP FOR COLDER DAYS NOW! 


WAREHOUSE OUTLET SALE 
SAVE 30-60°° 



KL MOUNTAINSHOP.COM 


877-284-3270 • 2613 N. Shelburne Road, Shelburne 


www.KLmountainshop.com 
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The Nasty Boys? 

Inside Track A 

BY PETER FREYNE 

Throwing in the Beach Towel? — Bernie Beach is history ' 

... A couple weeks back, the [Burlington City] council passed 
a hotly debated resolution (9-5), honoring the former socialist J 

mayor by renaming North Beach “Bernard Sanders Beach." 

They settled on the beach on the north end of Burlington Bay, 
after proposals to rename the downtown Community Boathouse or 
Waterfront Park drew intense partisan howls and squeals. 

But last week, opponents came up with a technicality requiring 
the council to revisit the matter. To make Bernie Beach official 
requires passage of a city ordinance, not just a resolution. 


And Republican Councilor Kevin Curley darn near 
threw a fit on WCAX-TV Sunday night, passionately 
standing up for the geographical designation. 

“All personalities aside," said the defender of 
tradition, “North Beach is a landmark in the city of 
Burlington and it has been North Beach. People know 
it as North Beach, it’s on maps as North Beach, and it 
should always be North Beach." 

Enough was enough for 01’ Bernardo. He is, after all, 
the champion of “poor people, working people and the elderly," 
not sunbathers. Sanders quickly contacted his pal, Councilor Phil 
Fiermonte, askingthat the plug be pulled on the Bernie Beach 
brouhaha. 

Find all of Seven Days’ Sanders coverage at berniebeat.com. 
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THIS FRIDAY , OCT. 2 



VISIT THEIR NEW 
OFFICE TODAY! 

State-of-the-art technology 
combined with excellent customer 
service in a beautiful, inviting space. 

Eye Exams • Contact Lenses • Glasses ■ Easy Parking 

CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 






CHROMA OPTICS 


370 SHELBURNE ROAD BURLINGTON 497-1676 CHROMAOPTICS.COM 



FREE Video Shoe Analysis 






DECADES of Fitting Experience 

Downhill & XC Skis | Boots | Running Shoes | Bikes 


85 Main St, Burlington | skirack.com | 802.658.3313 


patagonia 

Burlington 


STILL 
NOTHING 
LULL IT 





Snap-T Fleece 


#MySnapT 
n*® PatagoniaBTV 

urlington.c 


157 Bank St | patagoniaburlington.com | 802.923.2910 
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Participatory Percussion 

At BOOM VT, declares VSA Vermont, everyone 
can drum. Folks with disabilities find their rhythm 
throughout this beat-driven day of workshops, 
lessons and demos aimed at creating community 
connections through music. Those itching to pick 
up the sticks can get into the groove during an 
inclusive drum circle. 


® 

THURSDAY 1 

Throwback Thursday 

Comb some pomade through that pompadour 
and scoot on over to this week's Hellkat Hop at 
the Monkey House! Rockabilly ramblers Swillbillie 
share the bil I with the Tsunamibots, who deliver 
their brand of robotic surf punk to the Onion City. 
Greasers, bring your best moves and get down to 
‘60s garage tunes courtesy of D J El Jefe. 

SEE SOUNDBITES ON PAGE 69 


©- 

SATURDAY 3-WEDNESDAY 7 

Hoof It 

Montpellerites take to two feet to see the capital 
city through fresh eyes during We Walk Week. 

Trash Tramps," "Walk With a Cop," and "Forest 
Trails Less Traveled" are just a few of the themed 
treks planned by the city's Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee to encourage locals to stretch their legs 
and breathe In the fresh fall air. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 56 

©- 

SATURDAY 3 

Cremathe Crop 

Discerning palates assess brightness, aroma, body 
and flavor when Jay Peak Resort opens its doors 
to beer buffs and coffee connoisseurs. The Bean 
& Brew Festival hosts regional roasters and suds 
sellers for an all-day sampling session set to live 
tunes by Hoopla and the Funky Crustaceans. Now. 
that ought to perk you right up! 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 57 

©- 

ONGOING 

Natural Resources 

The forces of nature and the comforts of home collide 
in the multimedia exhibit "Prilla Smith Brackett: 
Fractured Visions II," Brackett captures forest land- 
scapes in paintings, drawings and prints, and overlays 
them with depictions of furniture. In one piece, for 
example, a wayward armchair sits in a wooded scene. 
This meditation on domestic life and the environ- 
ment is on view at the Catamount Arts Main Gallery. 
SEE REVIEW ON PAGE 76 




FAIR GAME open season on VERMONT politics by paulheintz 


Lippa's 


ESTATE AND FINE JEWEIRY 



12 CHURCH ST. BURLINGTON. V 
WWW.L1PPAS.COM 


Public Hearings: 
Comprehensive 
Energy Plan Draft 


Public Comments Encouraged 
Attend a hearing from 6-8pm: 

October 7 • Lyndonville 

Lyndon State College 
Moore Community Room 

October 13 • Essex 

Essex High School, Cafeteria 

October 21 • Montpelier 

Vermont College of Fine Arts, 
Noble Hall, Montpelier 

October 26 • Bellows Fall 

Bellows Falls Union High School, 
Auditorium 

October 29 • Rutland 

Rutland Regional Hospital, 
Community Health Education Center 


VERMONT 


PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


energyplan.vt.gov 



Bye-Bye, Billy 


B ill sorrell could have ended three 
decades in public service on his 
own terms. Instead, the 68-year- 
old Burlington Democrat let his 
legendary hubris take him down. 

So when he announced Monday that 
he would retire in early 2017, there was 
no triumphant press conference, celebrat- 
ing Sorrell’s significant successes fighting 
the tobacco industry and environmental 
degradation. Instead, facing an ongoing 
investigation into whether he took official 
action at the behest of campaign donors, 
Sorrell issued the news in a terse, five- 
sentence statement emailed to reporters. 

It was as if Vermont’s longest-serving 
attorney general was limping away, his tail 
between his legs. 

Sorrell’s slow-motion collapse began 
last March when he giddily announced 
at a Montpelier press conference that he 
was throwing the book at dean corren, a 
Progressive/Democrat who ran unsuc- 
cessfully for lieutenant governor in 2014. 
Corren, the AG alleged, had violated 
Vermont's public financing law by asking 
the Vermont Democratic Party to send a 
supportive email to its members. 

Sorrell's proposed punishment for the 
email, which was valued at §255? A whop- 
ping §72,000 out of Corren’s own pocket. 

Bizarrely, Sorrell argued at the press 
conference that Corren’s use of public 
financing, which provided his campaign 
with §180,000, gave him an unfair ad- 
vantage over those who had to prostitute 
themselves to campaign donors. Unlike 
other candidates, Sorrell said, Corren 
didn’t “have to spend the time and have 
the IOUs, if you will, real or perceived to 
be there, to those who would otherwise 
contribute that $180,000." 

Asked if he was saying he owed his 
own donors favors, Sorrell said, “Nothing 
illegal, but somebody gives me $1,000 or 
$2,000-” 

Before he could dig his hole any deeper, 
Sorrell interrupted himself and redirected: 
“I mean, I return virtually all phone calls, 
but I certainly appreciate those who sup- 
port my campaigns.” 

He certainly does. 

Sorrell's comments prompted Seven 
Days to examine the AG’s own compli- 
ance with campaign-finance laws — and 
his relationship with his donors. The 
results, reported over the course of two 
months, were disturbing. (Find it at 
bit.ly/7DaysSorrell.) 

In some cases, Sorrell simply did 
not abide by the letter of the law he was 
charged with enforcing. For instance, his 
reelection committee improperly reim- 
bursed the candidate for expenses 16 times 


in four years — to the tune of §18,542. In 
each instance, it failed to disclose what 
Sorrell had spent the money on and whom 
he had paid. 

Other findings were more troubling. 

During the 2014 campaign cycle, Sorrell 
took three-quarters of his $56,365 fund- 
raising haul from out-of-state attorneys, 
law firms and corporations — many of 
which were lobbying his office at the time. 
At least twice in January 2014, Sorrell took 
official action at the behest of corporate 
lobbyists — representing the tech indus- 
try and Republican mega-donor sheldon 
adelson — within days of accepting dona- 
tions from those lobbyists. 


SORRELL LET HIS LEGENDARY 

HUBRIS TAKE HIM DOWN. 


Many of those contributions came 
during all-expenses-paid trips to exclusive 
resorts, during which he hobnobbed with 
his peers and lobbyist friends at meet- 
ings of the Democratic Attorneys General 
Association and its counterpart organiza- 
tions. According to travel records obtained 
by Seven Days, Sorrell spent at least 
138.5 days out of state in 2013 and 2014. 
Lobbyists flew him to New York City and 
San Francisco in 2014 to meet with their 
clients — and put him up in fancy hotels. 

During a December 2013 trip to New 
Orleans, lobbyists for a Dallas plaintiffs’ 
firm met with Sorrell at the Ritz-Carlton 
to convince him to file suit against the oil 
and gas industry, records showed. A week 
later, they and others associated with their 
client, Baron & Budd, donated $10,000 
to Sorrell’s reelection campaign during a 
Washington, D.C., fundraiser. Sorrell him- 
self admitted that the potential lawsuit, 
concerning the gasoline additive MTBE, 
was discussed at the event 

“I think what came up is they were in- 
volved in MTBE litigation and they would 
like to talk to us about the possibility of 
Vermont filing suit,” Sorrell told Seven Days 
in March. “Would we take a meeting to 
discuss this matter or something like that?” 

Sorrell took the meeting, filed the law- 
suit and hired Baron & Budd to serve as 
outside counsel. A contract he approved 
guaranteed the firm and its lobbyists a per- 
centage of any winnings. 

Seven Days' investigation prompted 
brady toensing, a Charlotte attorney and 
Vermont Republican Party vice chair- 
man, to file a complaint against Sorrell 
and demand that he appoint independent 


counsel to probe the matter further. A 
Senate committee called for the same, 
prompting Gov. peter shumun and a com- 
mittee of state’s attorneys to hire former 
representative tom little to investigate 
whether the AG had broken the law. 

Sorrell, who declined to comment for 
this column, has long denied any wrong- 
doing. For months, he told reporters that 
he would not decide whether to run for 
reelection until Little completed his inves- 
tigation, which he’d hoped would happen 
by the end of August 

Little declined to comment on the status 
of his investigation, and a spokesman for 
the state’s attorneys who hired him, david 
cahill, declined to estimate when it would 

“Ultimately, it would not be in the inter- 
est of justice or in the public’s interest for 
us to rush this process,” he said last week. 

According to Cahill, his committee of 
state’s attorneys has met twice with Little 
and has narrowed the scope of the investi- 
gation to focus on allegations that, if proved 
true, would mean the law was broken. 

Though he wouldn’t identify the focus 
of the inquiry, Cahill did say this: “If you 
would like a juicy quote for the record, we 
certainly have not abandoned an investi- 
gation into the MTBE lawsuit collusion 

While Little has requested “a signifi- 
cant amount of information” from poten- 
tial witnesses, Cahill said, he does not have 
the power to compel out-of-state actors 
to comply with the requests. That could 
prove problematic, given that many of 
those currying favor with Sorrell hail from 
beyond Vermont’s borders. 

Also unclear is whether Little has 
obtained correspondence from Sorrell's 
personal or campaign email accounts. 
That could constitute a treasure trove for 
an ambitious investigator — particularly if 
he stumbled upon the emails of lori kalani, 
the donor and lobbyist who represented 
Adelson and flew Sorrell to New York City. 

According to records obtained by Seven 
Days, soon after Chittenden County State's 
Attorney t_i. oonovan announced in 2012 
that he would challenge Sorrell, Kalani 
— then representing Facebook — emailed 
the AG’s state account to say she had “been 
following the news” and was “thinking 
about how I can help.” Two weeks later, 
she asked Sorrell for his personal email 
address, saying she “would like to talk to 
[him] about a non work topic.” 

Wonder what that was. 

Little’s not the only one looking for 
answers. Last month, Rutland attorney 
david cleary wrote Sorrell's deputy, bill 
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griffin, asking him to review the MTBE 
allegations. 

“I think I wanted to express my con- 
cern about the way it looked — the ap- 
pearance of it,” Cleary said. Neither he nor 
Griffin would provide the letter. 

Cleary said he was also looking for 
something else from Sorrell: “some seri- 
ous self-reflection.” 

In June, Donovan announced he 
planned to challenge Sorrell again in next 
year’s Democratic primary. The 41-year- 
old South Burlington resident 
recently hired a fundraiser 
and scheduled a campaign 
kickoff for October 15. 

In an interview last week, 
before Sorrell announced 
his retirement, Donovan made clear he 
planned to raise the issue of campaign 
finance on the stump by calling for better 
guidance on how to comply with the law. 

“It’s clear nobody knows what the law 
is," he said. “So let's educate. Let’s bring 
awareness.” 

Meanwhile, influential Democrats and 
members of the law-enforcement com- 
munity have been closing ranks around 
Donovan, who nearly defeated Sorrell in 
2012. Last Thursday, former U.S. attorney 
tristram coffin hosted a fundraiser at 
his Shelburne home with his wife, lisa 
falcone, and attorney faisal gill. 

"I’m for T.J. and not against Bill 
Sorrell,” Coffin said, calling Donovan “an 
excellent partner in law enforcement.” 

Next week, Sen. dick mazza (D-Grand 
Isle), who fashions himself a kingmaker, 
was scheduled to host a fundraiser in his 
storied Colchester garage, which is filled 
with his Corvette collection and a replica 
diner. Cohosting the event is a who's who 
of prominent politicos: Sen. ginny Lyons 
(D- Chittenden), former senator jim leddy, 
Burlington city councilors joan shannon 
and dave hartnett, Burlington Electric 
Department general manager neale 
lunderville and “Burlington bishop” 

"T-J.’s well-respected. I think he’s got 
a good shot this time,” Mazza said Friday, 
before Sorrell amtounced his intentions. 
“Nothing against Bill, but I've heard he’s 
not running again.” 

In fact, Mazza said he heard that 
directly from Sorrell — nearly two years 
ago. Though the two candidates had 
previously denied it, Mazza confirmed a 
iong-rumored garage meeting he hosted in 
the fall of 2013 to broker a truce between 
Sorrell and Donovan. 

Then-secretary of transportation Brian 
searles was also there when Donovan 
promised he wouldn’t run in 2014, and 
Sorrell promised he would retire after 
that, according to Mazza. Donovan and 
Searles confirmed the meeting. 

"He wanted to do one more term,” 
Donovan said last week. “I said, ‘Sure, you 
want one more? I’ll wait two years to run 


In recent months, some have come 
to doubt Sorrell's commitment to retire, 
suggesting he might run again to clear 
his name. Sen. joe benning (R-Caledonia), 
who last week attended a Johnson State 
College class taught by Sen. bill doyle 
(R-Washington), said Sorrell indicated to 
students that he might run again. 

“He said he'd not ruled out running for 
reelection, ” Benning said. “It sounded to 
me like he was land of making a statement 
about the charges lodged against him. He 
didn't want to leave in that 
fashion.” 

But it looks like the AG 
may end up doing just that. 
In an interview with Vermont 
Public Radio on Monday, 
Sorrell said he’d planned to step down 
after this term “for pretty close to five 
years now, actually." 

“Now I’m just ready for a different 
chapter,” he explained. “I don’t know what 
that's going to be, but I feel good." 

How that decision will affect Little’s 
investigation remains to be seen. In a 
statement issued Monday, Cahill said 
that the ongoing inquiry “is a delibera- 
tive, truth-finding process that will not, 
and should not, be affected by today’s 
headlines.” 

No, it shouldn't. But Vermont is a small, 
close-knit state — and its leaders tend to 
sweep the unseemly under the rug. 

Little — and the state’s attorneys 
who employ him — will likely feel great 
pressure to let Sorrell ride off into the 
sunset with little more than a slap on the 
wrist. They can achieve that by doing a 
halfhearted job securing testimony from 
Sorrell’s out-of-state friends and docu- 
mentation from Sorrell himself. 

But if they’re not up to the task, per- 
haps the feds are. 

“You have to play by the rules," Sorrell 
said at the March press conference as he 
outlined his case against Corren. “And if 
you're not going to play by the rules, the 
penalties are significant” 

They sure are. 

Media Notes 

After just seven months on the job, 
Burlington Free Press “accountability 
reporter” Paris achen is leaving the 
Statehouse beat — and the state. Tuesday 
was her last day at the Freeps before 
heading back to the Pacific Northwest, 
whence she came, to report for the 
Portland Tribune. 

The Free Press is advertising for the job. 

VTDigger.org’s Morgan true is also 
leaving the Statehouse — but not the 
state. According to Digger-in-chief anne 
galloway, the erstwhile health care re- 
porter will be heading north to become 
the organization’s first Burlington bureau 
chief. Digger has also hired tiffany 
danitz pache, formerly of Stateline, to 
cover education. © 
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local matters 


In Alburgh, an Accused Drug Dealer 
Hangs On to His Selectboard Seat 


A lburgh Selectman Bernard 
Savage was among the first 
to arrive in town hall for the 
board's bimonthly meeting 
on Tuesday, September 22. He settled 
into a chair at the comer of the long 
table, handed over a Diet Coke that he 
had brought for Town Clerk Donna 
Bohannon, and chatted genially with 
members of the public as they trickled 
into the conference room. 

“How are you doing? That's good,” 
Savage said to one. “Hi, sweetie,” he re- 
marked to another. 

But his mood changed when Elodie 
Reed, a reporter from the St. Albans 
Messenger, began taking photos of him 
as the session was about to begin. 

“Fucking bullshit," Savage grumbled 
loudly. 

“No more camera,” he told Reed, 
before turning to his wife in the audi- 
ence. “I’m sick of this bullshit.” 

Other selectboard members sat 
silently as Savage spoke. On his right, 
chair Steve Aubin pushed back in his 
seat, as if trying to shrink himself. 

“It's a public meeting,” Reed ex- 
plained from the crowd. 

“I don’t care. I will leave,” Savage said, 
pointing his finger at her. “You pick that 
camera up one more time, I’m leaving.” 
Neither of them did. 

It’s not surprising that Savage has 
grown weary of publicity. 

On July 1, federal agents descended 
on Savage’s home and attached auto 
garage on Route 2. They confiscated 103 
firearms, $25,000 in cash, 3.9 grams of 
cocaine, 60 prescription opiate pills, 67 
grams of marijuana and equipment for a 
meth lab, according to court documents. 

Federal prosecutors say that Savage, 
whose nickname is “Joker,” is head of a 
local motorcycle club called the Devils 
Jesters, which is involved in drug 
dealing. The U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation had been investigating 
Savage for two years. 

“I've been in this shit my whole life,” 
Savage told an informant working for 
the authorities, according to a federal 
court affidavit. “I mean ... I deal coke, I 
deal pills, I deal pot, I do all that shit. I 
got everything you want. I’m like a walk- 
ing drug store.” 

One week after the raid, federal pros- 
ecutors convinced a judge to temporarily 
seal all records of the investigation. They 



said that Savage had provided them 
information about the Devils Jesters 
and other motorcycle clubs in Vermont 
and Massachusetts, including the Hells 
Angels, and that he “feared for his life.” 

Savage told investigators that, after 
the raid, members of a rival motorcycle 
club had beaten him with a hammer, 
injuring his skull, “because he allegedly 
disrespected” them, according to court 
documents. Later, in mid-August, Savage 
suffered a gunshot wound to his left 
hand. He told federal prosecutors that 
he had accidentally shot himself. 

Savage pleaded not guilty in US. 
District Court on September 16 to seven 
charges, including conspiracy to dis- 
tribute cocaine and oxycodone. He was 
released pending his trial. 

In the meantime, Savage decided 
to keep his spot on the five-member 
Alburgh selectboard. At the next sched- 
uled meeting, Aubin, on behalf of the 
rest of the board, asked him to resign. 


Savage quietly declined, saying sev- 
eral residents had asked him to finish the 
remaining two years of his term. As the 
meeting drew to a close, witnesses said, 
shouting broke out after someone in the 
crowd criticized the board members for 
asking Savage to quit. 

“Why badger Bernard?” Alburgh 
resident Joseph Deyo said, according to 
an account in the Messenger. 

“I don’t know if he’s guilty or not, 
but everybody is innocent until proven 
guilty,” longtime town Tax Collector 
Terry Tatro said in an interview with 
Seven Days. “He's elected by the people, 
and if he doesn't want to resign, he 
doesn't have to.” 

Since then, Savage and the rest of the 
board have slipped into an awkward bal- 
ance. Savage, who cannot legally be re- 
moved from office, keeps showing up for 
meetings, and the board hasn't made any 
more attempts to oust him. At its most 
recent meeting, the board discussed 


allowing a resident to expand his drive- 
way, increasing fees at the dump and 
fundraising for the fire department. 

Savage, 57, cuts an intimidating 
figure. He is heavyset, and thick tattoos 
cover his neck and forearms — designs 
of spider webs and skeletons meld into 
each other, making it impossible to 
discern where one stops and the next 
begins. He has a long beard that is just 
beginning to whiten, and usually wears 
dark jeans, a black jacket and a black 
biker hat. 

Still, Savage can be a warm and ap- 
proachable guy. On the afternoon of 
Friday, September 18, he welcomed a 
Seven Days reporter who dropped by his 
garage unannounced. 

He did not want to discuss the 
charges against him. 

“It’s a mess, it’s a mess,” he said. 
“We’re fighting it.” 

He said that his garage, B.P. 
Autoworks — named for Bernard and 
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his wife, Patricia — hasn’t seen any 
decline in business since his arrest hit 
the papers. On that particular day, his 
employees were working on a couple of 
cars inside the garage, while two more 
customers pulled up to wait their turn. 

The selectman supervises a team 
of two, including his adult son. Savage 
can’t do much hands-on work himself 
at this point, he said, because his back 
has been ruined by decades of work as a 
mechanic and trucker. 

Savage spent most of the afternoon 
taking phone calls and filling out pa- 
perwork. He does everything, including 
scheduling and invoices, by hand. He 
chatted privately with the occasional 
visitor who stopped by and asked for a 
minute of his time. 

The garage, attached to Savage's 
house, is dim and crammed with gear. 
Posters of scantily clad women line the 
walls. One reads: “Sexual Harassment 
Will Not Be Tolerated, It Will Be 
Graded.” 

EVERYBODY CLAPPED 

WHEN I DIDN'T RESIGN. 

BERNARD SAVAGE 

Savage said he prides himself on run- 
ning an honest shop. He charges people 
fair prices for towing, he said, and will 
give an elderly customer a break if he or 
she can’t afford a repair. 

“If I work on it, I treat it like it’s my 
own,” Savage said. “Everybody knows 
us that way. They know I’m not going to 
do [repairs] they don’t need done." 

Savage said that even as a small busi- 
ness owner, he barely paid attention 
to town politics for most of his life. He 
proudly described his recent interest 
in Alburgh, a struggling town of 2,000 
on Lake Champlain near the Canadian 
border. 

Savage has lived there for three de- 
cades. Last year, in his first run for office, 
the father of three won a selectboard 
seat. Savage said that he had no specific 
platform but pledged to represent the 
town’s blue-collar element, which he 
said sometimes feels powerless. 

The bank and two gas stations in 
Alburgh closed long ago — grass is 
growing through the pavement near 
abandoned gas pumps. Several homes 
have been shuttered, and some that are 


occupied have peeling paint and sagging 
porches. The Alburgh Beverage Mart 
doubles as the only grocery store and 
restaurant in town. 

While Savage said he didn’t have all 
the answers to the town’s problems, he 
wanted to pitch in. 

“As you get older, you get to the point 
where you know it makes a difference," 
Savage said. “I’m not sorry I did it. Votes 
count. People that don’t vote, what can 
you say to that? I used to not give a shit. 
Now I do give a shit.” 

Other officials in Alburgh say they 
respect Savage’s work in town hall. 

Bohannon, the town clerk, said the 
selectman has taken his duties seriously. 
A tenant recently called, complaining 
that his landlord had ignored a sewage 
leak, Bohannon said. Savage, who is 
also the town’s health officer, quickly 
headed over to investigate. “He's lived 
up to it,” Bohannon said. “He tries really 
hard to answer to all the calls, all of the 
complaints." 

Savage told Seven Days that he con- 
sidered resigning in the days after his 
arrest: He didn’t want to embarrass the 
town, and he assumed — rightly — that 
he was attracting media attention be- 
cause he holds public office. Ultimately, 
he said, he saw no need to quit on the 
voters who elected him. 

“Everybody clapped when I didn’t 
resign," Savage said. “I had so many 
people ask me not to do it. There’s a lot 
of people behind me. I do a good job. I 
try to help a lot of people. I care for the 
town. I try to do the best I can. We have 
a good town here. It’s a pleasure. People 
here know who I really am.” 

Savage said that he holds no grudge 
— he gets why his fellow board members 
feel uncomfortable having him around. 

“Everybody on the board is good 
people,” he said. 

Savage might face trial next year on 
charges that could send him to prison 
for the rest of his life. 

But for now, Alburgh officials have 
made their peace with the situation. 
And Savage will have another thing 
to keep him occupied: Just a couple of 
weeks after he declined to resign, fellow 
selectboard members needed to fill a 
vacant seat on the town’s planning com- 
mission. Their choice? Savage. ® 

Contact: mark@sevendaysvt.com, 
@Davis7D, or 865-1020, ext. 23 
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New State Rules Could Threaten 
Fledgling Childcare Businesses 



C handra Bharati's South 
Burlington living room offers 
toys in plastic containers, a 
bookrack and a fish tank. A 
pastel alphabet foam mat serves as the 
room’s centerpiece. Stuffed animals 
adorn a couch. A “Happy Birthday” 
banner and snowman decoration 
have long outlived both occasions, but 
remain on one wall because they were 
pretty, Bharati explained sheepishly. 
To complete the room's daycare theme, 
the young Nepali woman childproofed a 
table by taping its sharp edges. 

Bharati is one of 29 Burlington- 
area women who have been trained as 
childcare providers in a federally funded 
program called the New American 
Childcare Project. It's a collaborative 
initiative between three nonprofits: 
the Association of Africans Living in 
Vermont, Child Care Resource — which 
helps Vermonters find childcare — and 
Vermont Adult Learning. The program 
gives refugees the opportunity to set 
up their own home-based childcare 
businesses. 

But Bharati and her peers may be 
forced out of work because of new 
proposed state childcare licensing 
regulations, one of which would require 
them to have a high school diploma 
or GED. That’s despite the fact that 
childcare is in short supply in Vermont. 

Child Care Resource, the Williston- 
based nonprofit that connects parents 
with daycare providers, said it runs 
about 1,000 searches for childcare 
in Chittenden County each year. It’s 
difficult to find affordable daycare, and 
there’s definitely a shortage of infant 
care in Burlington and on bus routes, 
confirmed Ellen Drolette, coordinator 
of the New American Childcare Project. 

“For the State of Vermont to engage 
in this kind of review, they have to keep 
in mind that we’re a resettlement state," 
said Jacob Bogre, executive director of 
the Association of Africans Living in 
Vermont. “At the federal level, they're 
making funding available to home-based 
childcare programs. So if they're putting 
regulations that would jeopardize the 
federal government's effort, it doesn’t 
really make sense.” 

Last week, Bharati attended the 
second of two public hearings on the 
proposed regulations organized by 
the Child Development division of the 
Vermont Department for Children 


and Families. The Nepali woman was 
among a crowd of about 40 people who 
engaged in the hearing remotely at the 
Vermont Interactive Technologies site 
in Williston. 

“I’ve already started my program, 
and I don’t have a high school diploma, 
and I don’t think I’ll be able to get the 
high school diploma," the mother of two 
testified through an interpreter. DCF 
will collect public comments — made 
through online surveys, during the 
public hearings or in writing — before 
presenting the revised regulations 
to the Legislative Committee on 
Administrative Rules in January'. If 
approved, the rules would take effect in 
September 2016. Bharati and her peers 
would have until September 2017 to 
earn a high school diploma or complete 
a GED. 

The new rules are the result of 
discussions DCF started three years ago. 
The current regulations, created in 1996 
and 2001, are “sketchy" and “open to lots 
of different interpretations," said Reeva 
Murphy, DCF deputy commissioner, in 
an interview after the hearing. 

Although she acknowledged her 
department is "definitely worried" the 


new rules may force some providers 
to go underground, "we’re walking a 
very narrow line here around wanting 
to improve quality without losing 
capacity.” On a scale of zero to 10, “these 
regulations get us to 5,” she said, adding, 
"Our old regulations are way below 
that.” 

Bharati was only three when her 
family, along with tens of thousands of 
ethnic Nepalis, fled their native Bhutan 
after a nationalization policy stripped 
them of their citizenship. She spent 18 
years in a refugee camp in Nepal before 
arriving in the U.S. in the winter of 2011 
with her husband, daughter and in-laws. 

Bharati worked as a hotel 
housekeeper for two and a half years, 
but quit when she got pregnant and 
the work became too strenuous. She 
decided to sign up for the New American 
Childcare Project because she wanted to 
be able to take better care of her children 
— and make money doing it. Though 
she doesn't have a high school diploma, 
she attended school in Nepal until 10th 

Sophia Senning, project assistant with 
the New American Childcare Project, 
said some Somali childcare providers 


involved in the program were illiterate 
when they came to the U.S. Today, they 
can write their names and addresses. 
“That’s a big accomplishment,” Senning 
said. “I don’t think there’s any amount of 
time that would be realistic for them to 
get a high school diploma or GED to get 
registered," she said. 

The program's organizers had 
hoped to train and register 44 childcare 
providers. So far, 29 women have taken 
the training. But just four are registered 
to have a home-based business; only 
three of them have opened one. Six 
others are still in the field but in different 
capacities. The services they offer tend to 
be consistent with the culture of clients 
who come from the same country and 
speak the same language, said Elizabeth 
Meyer, executive director of Child Care 
Resource. 

According to Bogre, some who 
wanted to take the course were turned 
away because the grant stipulated that 
participants had to have been in the 
U.S. no more than five years. And many 
of the women who participated didn't 
have suitable housing for a home-based 
business, nor firm plans to start one, he 
said. There was the possibility, though, 
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that their situation or intentions could 
change, Bogre said. 

Over a two-year period, the federal 
Office of Refugee Resettlement 
provided nearly $400,000 for the New 
American Childcare Project. Once 
a week, participants attended the 
Fundamentals for Early Childhood 
Professionals course and took English 
language lessons. 

Every person who completed the 
course and registered as a family 
childcare provider received startup 
funding of $2,500 to cover the costs of 
liability insurance, heating inspections, 
first aid kits, changing pads, safety 
items and toys. The current group 
consists of nine participants drawn from 
communities that speak Nepali, Arabic 
and Maay Maay, the language of Somalia. 


WANTING TO IMPROVE 
QUALITY WITHOUT 
LOSING CAPACITY. 


REEVA MURPHY. DEPARTMENT 
FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 


“We certainly wanted more people 
registered,” said program coordinator 
Drolette, noting the grant expires at 
the end of the year. Ideally, each of 
the providers in business would care 
for three to four children, she added, 
instead of the current average of only 
two per caregiver. But it’s also important 
to consider other successes, she noted. 

"These women are learning more 
English. Maybe they were not successful 
in starting up a home program, but they 
are continuing to get online training and 
national credentials,” Drolette said. 

Another barrier to the program’s 
success: Some of the women aren’t 
willing to give up their regular jobs, 
Meyer from Child Care Resource said. 
“It might be a job that they don’t love, 
but it’s a job that is secure. They know 
they’re going to get a paycheck. And 
giving that up to do a business in their 
home when they come down to it, 
maybe they think, ‘I’m not ready to take 
that risk.'” 

Bharati, who’s been operating a 
registered family childcare home since 
last October, charges $150 per week. It 
was five months before she got her first 


customer, a Nepali toddler. She later 
started caring for a 2-and-a-half-year-old 
Arab boy. But she’s lost both charges, and 
the parents of one child never paid her. 
The families of both boys had qualified 
for childcare financial assistance, which 
covers part of their costs. 

“The families getting childcare are 
barely making ends meet, and I think 
this is hard for any childcare provider, 
but particularly hard for those who are 
in a close-knit community or serving 
family. This becomes that balance 
between being a business and taking 
care of people,” said Drolette. The New 
American caregivers charge less than 
many childcare providers, she said. 

Despite printing and posting flyers 
in Nepali and English, Bharati is finding 
it difficult to attract new customers. 
Most local Nepali-speaking families 
live in the Old North End in Burlington. 
She lives in South Burlington’s O'Dell 
Apartments. 

Drolette said that other potential 
customers might feel hesitant about 
making connections with someone who 
isn't fluent in English. 

Amy Johnson, on the other hand, is 
embracing the concept of multicultural 
childcare. When her husband got a new 
job that meant both of them would be 
working during the day, the United Way 
employee scrambled to find a childcare 
provider for her infant daughter, Luna. 
She encountered an all-too-familiar 
problem. She and her husband don't 
qualify for financial assistance, but they 
can't afford to pay $250 per week for 
childcare. 

Drolette subsequently introduced 
Johnson to Nuna Ahmed, one of the 
registered family childcare providers 
whom Drolette trained. The Somali 
grandmother charges $150 per week. 
Having lived in Kenya, Senegal and Mali 
for three years, Johnson said, “I love the 
idea of Luna being exposed to a different 
language, different culture.” 

Johnson isn’t worried about the 
language barrier because Child Care 
Resource has an interpreter, and she 
intends to use a picture system to 
communicate with Ahmed. She’s not 
concerned that her child’s caregiver 
doesn’t have a high school diploma, 
either. She thinks it’s more important 
that Ahmed “plays with Luna, engages 
with her, keeps her safe and loves her.” 

“Maybe her first words will be in 
Maay Maay — that'll be cool,” Johnson 
mused. © 

Contact: kymelya@sevendaysvt.com 
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Fuming: Volkswagen’s Deception 


B rendan Taylor used to describe 
his 2010 Volkswagen Golf in 
loving terms, such as “sporty,” 
"reliable” and “efficient." He 
said he felt great about driving a vehicle 
that produced less air pollution than its 
gasoline-powered counterparts. After 
all, VW touted it as “clean diesel,” and 
the car got upwards of 40 miles per 
gallon. 

Now the Charlotte resident and mar- 
keting director at Seventh Generation 
employs much different language when 
talking about his gray Golf: He feels “be- 
trayed,” “duped” and “hoodwinked.” 

And he’s not alone in Vermont, which 
has four VW dealers and close to 3,000 
affected vehicles registered. 

On September 19, Taylor learned with 
the rest of the world that the German 
automaker lied about the amount of 
nitrogen oxide pollution coming from 
the tailpipes of 482,000 diesel VWs and 
Audis sold between 2008 and 2015 in the 
United States. Through the use of secret 
software, known in the auto industry as 
a “defeat device," these cars activated 
their full emissions controls only when 
they were being tested, so they appeared 
to comply with the Clean Air Act. When 
the vehicles were driven on the road, 
those emissions controls automatically 
turned off or eased, and the cars spewed 


up to 40 times the legal limit for smog- 
producing nitrogen oxide. 

The scandal has turned into a financial 
and reputational crisis for Volkswagen, 
the largest automobile manufacturer 
in the world. The Environmental 
Protection Agency could levy fines up to 
$37,500 for each vehicle in the US. — for 
a total possible punishment of $18 bil- 
lion. Faced with that news, the markets 
erased 20 percent of the company’s value 
on September 21, the Monday following 
the announcement. By September 23, 
VW CEO Martin Winterkorn had ten- 
dered his resignation, and shortly there- 
after the company named a new CEO, 
who vowed to reorganize the company’s 
management structure. 

“I think this is going to eviscerate 
their brand,” predicted Taylor, 39, an 
active father of two who has an MBA 
from Duke University. “This is a com- 
pany that trades on consumer love, and 
they've completely eroded that.” Taylor 
owned a VW Passat before he decided to 
replace it with the Golf. He purchased 
the car for its performance, great gas 
mileage and high resale value. “Now 
that whole proposition is shot,” he said. 
He doubts he will ever own a VW again. 

VW dealers around the state are 
expressing a range of reactions, from 
nonchalance to deep disappointment. 


The company has prohibited them 
from selling any affected model, new or 
used. Shawn Davis, a sales manager at 
Langway Volkswagen in Manchester, 
did not sound particularly worried. VW, 
he explained, is waiving or reimbursing 
the expenses that can accrue to dealers 
when cars sit on a lot for more than 30 

“VW is taking care of the dealers, so 
it’s not as big of a deal as it otherwise 
would be,” he said. His blase reaction 
may be explained by the fact that Davis 
was selling Hyundais last year, when 
that company was busted for overstat- 
ing the fuel efficiency of certain models. 
He’s not surprised to find a glaring ex- 
ample of dishonesty in the automobile 
industry. 

On the other end of the spectrum is 
William Shearer, the owner of South 
Burlington’s Shearer Volkswagen. “This 
was a terrible, inexcusable act, and we’re 
a victim just like the EPA and the con- 
sumers who bought these cars," he as- 
serted. Diesel models make up about 40 
percent of Shearer’s VW sales, and now 
approximately 25 of them are locked 
up on his property until VW figures out 
how to bring them into compliance. 

“It’s a worry for us, for sure,” he said. 
“We’ll sell less cars. We still have a lot 
of gasoline models and used cars and 


ongoing repairs and parts we sell. Well 
survive, but it’s going to be painful.” 

Mike Nicastro, the general manager 
at Walker Mazda Volkswagen in Barre 
was frustrated by the lack of an immedi- 
ate solution. “We’re just anxiously wait- 
ing to hear what the fix is going to be,” he 
said. “As soon as we get some direction 
from Volkswagen, we'll know how to 
assist our customers and get this tiling 
resolved and behind us.” 

Kinney Motors in Rutland, the only 
other VW dealer in Vermont, did not 
respond to calls from Seven Days. 

Inquiring customers are being told 
that their cars are safe to drive until VW 
issues a recall. And there’s been a lot of 
speculation about what that will entail. 
One possibility is that VW changes the 
emissions-control software so that it 
operates at full capacity all the time. But 
that would likely reduce gas mileage and 
horsepower, leaving owners with cars 
less “sporty,” “reliable” and “efficient” 
than they bargained for. 

Another option is to install new 
hardware, such as a system that uses the 
chemical urea to scrub nitrogen oxides 
from the exhaust. That also presents 
problems, because it’s expensive and the 
urea tank would take up cargo space. 

Either repair would likely reduce the 
cars’ resale value. 
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Whatever the solution, some owners 
may decide to forgo the recall and just 
drive their cars the way they are, choos- 
ing better performance and efficiency 
over cleaner air. 

That may benefit Black Bear 
Biodiesel in Plainfield, which sells lo- 
cally made B100, a petroleum-free fuel 
with a lower carbon footprint and fewer 
sulfur and carbon dioxide emissions 
than conventional diesel. Co-owner Jim 
Malloy estimates that drivers of the VW 
models affected by this scandal make up 
about 25 percent of the traffic coming 
through his station. “Of course, some 
people are upset with Volkswagen,” he 
said, "but they’re all very pleased with 
their choice of biodiesel.” The down- 
side: The alternative fuel emits the same 
amount of nitrogen 
oxide as regular diesel, 
and using it may void 
their car’s warranty. 

Volkswagen can’t 
force owners to get 
their cars updated. 

That leaves the job of 
enforcing emissions 
regulations to the 
Vermont Department 
of Motor Vehicles, 

which oversees state vehicle inspec- 
tions. Theoretically, state inspection 
stations could fail these cars — there 
are 2,906 affected VWs and Audis reg- 
istered in Vermont — but they would 
have to change the way they perform 
inspections. 

Vermont does not actually test tail- 
pipe emissions. The state uses the On 
Board Diagnostic II system to make sure 
cars are operating properly, and it only 
raises a red flag if the car’s computer 
registers a malfunction or abnormality. 
According to Captain Jake Elovirta, the 
chief of safety at the DMV, these diesel 
models circumvented that. “When you 
plug in the sensor, you’re getting a posi- 
tive reading that the equipment is work- 
ing properly, but it’s false,” he explained. 
“Obviously, this is an issue for us, and 
we’re assessing what to do about it.” 

In the meantime, the lawyers are 
mobilizing. The U.S. Department of 
Justice has opened a criminal investiga- 
tion into VW's conduct. On Wednesday, 
Tristram Coffin, the former U.S. attor- 
ney for Vermont who now works with 
Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC, filed a 
class action lawsuit against Volkswagen 
on behalf of Charlotte resident Robert 
Tumau. The complaint alleges that 
owners of Volkswagen diesels have 


suffered damages "as a result of the 
company’s falsification of emissions 
testing equipment." 

In a statement about the action, which 
claims Volkswagen violated Vermont’s 
Consumer Protection Act, Coffin said, 
“These owners face lost value, unknown 
repairs, the disruption of a massive 
recall, and the substantial cost and 
hassle of owning a lemon because of a 
decision they made when they tried to 
do the right thing for the environment.” 
The suit seeks compensator)' damages. 

Other law firms around the country 
have filed at least 25 similar class action 

The following day, Vermont Attorney 
General Bill Sorrell announced he 
was opening an investigation into 
Volkswagen’s emissions 
violations and deception. 
Sorrell is collaborating 
on the investigation with 
Deb Markowitz, the 
secretary of the Agency 
of Natural Resources. 
“VW has compromised 
Vermonters’ health by 
increasing pollutants 
that can aggravate re- 
spiratory conditions like 
asthma, and threatened our crops and 
forest,” she said. 

Is there any way for this to end well? 
South Burlington dealer Shearer re- 
called a situation in 2008 when Toyota 
made defective truck frames — and 
handled it perfectly. 

“They went to everybody who was 
affected by this and either fixed their 
truck, bought their truck from them, or 
gave them a good deal on a new one,” 
he said. “Most people have never heard 
about that story, because they made 
everybody happy. In this case it’s a little 
different: They deceived people, and 
people polluted when they didn’t want 
to. We’re going to have to wait and see 
how they solve this.” 

In Taylor’s opinion, as both a cus- 
tomer and a marketing professional, 
there’s only one way VW can recover 
from this: give away new cars. He said, 
“They need to make an apology on such 
a grand scale that people start talking 
about the amazing things VW did in 
response to this, instead of the horrific 
thing that led to it.” © 

Contact: kckardashian@gmail.com 
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Bernie’s Base: 

Sanders’ HQ Is Church Street’s Newest Attraction 


M argery Jenkins and her 
granddaughter, Caroline 
Dougherty, were eating 
lunch on Church Street last 
Thursday when their waiter mentioned 
they were within walking distance of 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ (I-Vt.) presidential 
campaign office. 

Dougherty, a liberal twentysomething 
from Greenwich, Conn., persuaded her 
Republican grandmother it should be 
a stop on their Burlington tour. They 
slipped through a nondescript door be- 
tween Von Bargen’s Jewelry and Ri Ra 
Irish Pub, rode an elevator up to the third 
floor and arrived at the pulsing nerve 
center of a presidential campaign for 
which everything seems to be going right 
“She’s a Republican, but thinking 
Bernie is OK,” Dougherty told Sanders’ 
staff as grandmother and granddaughter 
scoured the front counter for Bernie 
bumper stickers, buttons and postcards. 

"I'm behind whoever can knock off 
Hillary,” said Jenkins of Scottsdale, 
Ariz., pinning her own preference on 
Republican Ben Carson. 

Incredulous, Dougherty remarked, 
“Uncle Drew would never believe you 

Two doors up from Burlington City 
Hall, where Sanders once served as 
mayor, and three blocks south of his 
Senate office, the presidential can- 
didate’s campaign office has become 
Church Street’s latest draw. 

Five months ago, this space con- 
tained barely enough people to field 
a basketball team. Now teeming with 
volunteers, it could staff a football team, 
including offense, defense, coaches and 
cheerleaders. 

In fact, some people are working 
out of nearby space because there isn’t 
enough room at 131 Church. But Arianna 
Jones, Sanders’ deputy communications 
director, declined to disclose the loca- 
tion. In total, the campaign has 19 staff- 
ers on its payroll in Burlington. 

Of course, not all of the action hap- 
pens in the Queen City. The candidate 
himself only occasionally drops in 
between Senate sessions and campaign 
stops. He and other top staffers also work 
out of the campaign’s Washington, D.C., 
office and satellite operations in other 
early-voting states. The campaign's New 
Hampshire workforce has swelled to 42 
paid staffers, while its Iowa operation 
employs more than 50. 


But Burlington remains the heart of 
the campaign. The work here ranges 
from tedious to top secret. Four folding 
tables line the office’s main hall, where 
volunteers and interns sit at laptop com- 
puters, typing in the names and contact 
information of people who have signed 
in at Sanders events around the country. 

Paper is “still the most efficient way 
to collect the information,” Jones said, 
and compiling that info in a database is 
key to building a network of supporters. 

When Sanders is here, he occupies a 
back room with windows overlooking 
City Hall Park. His office has two desks: 
one for him and another for his wife, 
Jane Sanders. 

Thursday, he was in Washington 
watching Pope Francis deliver the first- 
ever papal address to Congress. But 
national field director Phil Fiermonte, a 
longtime Sanders aide who often travels 
with the candidate, was working in a 
small office off the main hall. 

As Jones spoke with a reporter, 
Fiermonte closed his office door. In the 
next room, campaign aide Nick Carter 
did the same. 


As with any political campaign, 
Sanders' staff is touchy about who talks 
to the media and what they say. Jones, 
a University of Vermont graduate and 
former MSNBC talk show producer, 
declined to make volunteers and staff 
members available for interviews, ex- 
plaining they were “shy.” She tensed 
when a reporter scanned a campaign 
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calendar on the wall, saying she didn't 
want its contents reported — even 
though no secrets were apparent. 

Campaign offices are rarely glamor- 
ous. Volunteers stream in at a steady 
pace — some of them political veterans, 
others new to the drill. 

Thursday afternoon, a UVM student 
appeared at the front desk. “I want to 
help you guys out,” he said. 

A few minutes later, a staffer handed 


him a laptop from a stack labeled “fully 
charged computers,” and he took a seat 
at a folding table that a senior citizen 
had just vacated. 

Another volunteer came in, only to 
learn there wasn’t any work for her on 
that day. After Sanders holds a rally this 
weekend in Boston, volunteers will be 
needed to type many more new names 
into the computer, she was told. 

“There are people who have driven 
long distances to say, ‘How can I help 
out?”' Jones said. 

In another room, volunteer Christine 
Reitz of Burlington, surrounded by 
piles of envelopes, sorted mail — some 
of which contained coveted checks. 
They were especially welcome before 
this week’s campaign finance reporting 
deadline. Bernie fan Reitz said she “loves 
the man” for whom she has volunteered 
since 2006, when he was a congressman 
running for his first term in the U.S. 
Senate. The difference between prior 
campaigns and this one is staggering, she 

“It’s very busy,” she said. “The mail is 
much bigger.” 
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people who are based all over the country 
who coordinate with each other and with 
us” said Claire Sandberg, Sanders' digital 
organizing director. 

Sandberg started in mid- July. She had 
two weeks to organize a night of nation- 
wide house parties, using the internet to 


help volunteers host in-person events. 
Taking a break to talk in a conference 
n, Sandberg said she has used that 
e online network to turn out the huge 
crowds that have been attending Sanders’ 
rallies. She is now focused on organizing 
October 13 debate-watching parties for 
the first matchup of Democratic presi- 
dential candidates. 

It’s not enough that people show up 
at those events, she said. The campaign 
) put them to work knocking on 
doors, registering voters, staffing phc 
banks and answering other volunteers’ 
questions. “People are going to go away 
from the debate-watching parties with 
game plans," she said. 

The campaign can’t fill the Church 
Street office with enough folding chairs, 
tables and laptops to win a national elec- 
tion. It has to rely on eager volunteers 
out in the streets of Des Moines, Iowa; 
Manchester, N.H.; and Reno, Nev. 

“As time goes on, we’re going to 
ask people to do more complex work,” 
Sandberg said. “What's really going to 
make this bigger and scalable is having 
volunteers out in the field who are taking 
on more responsibility over time.” 

But for all the work that goes on 


outside the office, people are still drawn 
to the physical den of the candidate. 
Every few minutes, another person 
spurred on by Sanders walked into the 
small, unobtrusive office. 

Josh Schupp-Star of Burlington said 
he had to do some searching to find out 
where the campaign office was. He made 
his way to Church Street to pick out an 
array of lawn signs, bumper stickers, key 
chains and a shirt to take to his in-laws 
on the South Carolina-North Carolina 
border. 

“They’re barely political, but they're 
getting back into it with this election,” 


he said, expressing worry about whether 
the lawn-sign posts would clear carry-on 
security at the airport. 

A short time later, Nathaniel Perkins 
of Burlington arrived with a mission of 
his own. He was buying a Bernie T-shirt 
and picking up lawn signs, literature and 
bumper stickers to take to a NASCAR race 
in New Hampshire, “knowing there’s 
going to be a bunch of Confederate flags,” 
he said. 

“I’m hoping it just sparks some con- 
versation," he said. © 

Contact: terri@sevendaysvt.com 
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Vermont Health Leader’s 
Role in Rhode Island 
Deal Questioned 



The man Gov. Peter Shumlin hired in February to oversee 
Vermonts publicly funded health care programs is facing 
questions in Rhode Island about his role In securing state 
backing for a failed business that involved former major 
league pitcher Curt Schilling. 

Documents released last week say that Steven 
Costantlno. a former Rhode Island legislator, orches- 
trated a maneuver that helped Schillings 38 Studios 
video-game making business secure a $75 million state 
loan guarantee, the Providence Journal reported. 

The paper wrote: 'Former EDC Executive Director 
Keith Stokes testified that it was Rep. Steven M. 
Costantino, then chairman of the House Rnance 
Committee, who suggested increasing the jobs pro- 
gram funding from $50 million to $125 million to ac- 
commodate 38 Studios.' 

After receiving the state-backed loan. Schilling's 
company went bankrupt in 2012. Rhode Island is suing 
Wells Fargo Securities in hopes of recovering its tax- 
payer-financed losses. Depositions released Thursday 
reveal that Costantino played a bigger role than previ- 
ously reported. 

In 2010. Rhode Island legislators voted to approve 
an economic development program. The Journal re- 
ported there was no indication Costantino revealed to 
House members as they voted that '$75 million of the 
$125 million in loan guarantees was earmarked for 38 
Studios.' 

In a written statement Monday afternoon, Costantino 
told Seven Days: *My only involvement in the matter in 
R.I. was because of my former position in the R.I. legis- 
lature. I did not play any role in bringing the company 
to R.I, as did others In government I was tasked with 
handling the legislation affecting the company by my 
superiors. After legislative activity, I had nothing to do 
with approving the loan to the company and have had 
nothing to do with the company ever since." 

Costantino took over as commissioner of the 
Department of Vermont Health Access in March, as the 
department was under considerable scrutiny for techni- 
cal failures related to the online exchange. 

Shumlin spokesman Scott Coriell said his boss 
stands by Costantino's work here. 'Steve's done a great 
job," Coriell said on Monday. "We’re lucky to have him." 

TERRI HALLENBECK 


Castleton Poll Finds Shumlin’s Approval Ratings 
Remain Low 







Even after announcing that he wont seek reelection next year. 
Gov. Peter Shumlin isnt feeling the love from Vermonters. 

A recent survey conducted by the Castleton Polling 
Institute found that just 40 percent of Vermonters believe 
the third-term Democrat is doing a good job leading the state. 
Forty-three percent think he’s not. 

The share of Vermonters who disapprove of Shumlin's 
job performance is slightly lower than last March, when a 
Castleton poll sponsored by VTDigger.org found that 41 per- 
cent approved while 47 percent disapproved. But the figures 
show that Shumlin still hasn't made much headway with 
voters since nearly losing his reelection bid last November. 

Notably, the poll found that those most attuned to Vermont 
politics disapprove of Shumlin's job performance the most. 
Only 32 percent of those who say they follow state news “very 


closely" think he's doing a good job, while nearly twice as many, 
or 57 percent, do not. In contrast, a plurality of those who say 
they don't follow the news closely — or at all — think he's doing 
just fine. 

Shumlin's spokesman. Scott Coriell. said the governor is 
"focused on the progress he can continue to make for Vermont, 
not polling results." He argued that incumbent governors 
across the country are facing similar approval ratings. 

‘There is no doubt that voters nationwide are frustrated 
with an economic recovery that has been good for those at 
the top but too slow for everyone else," Coriell said in a written 
statement. "As leaders of their states, governors' approval rat- 
ings reflect this reality." 

PAUL HEINTZ 


Confederate Flag Riles Burlington Employees 
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EAST EUROPEAN 
DIARIES 


PETER KRASS 


CLARION CALL 

OF THE 

LAST KALLUS 


H ow many books does Seven Days receive in a single year? Enough to use 
them as the building blocks of a really awesome split-level fort, complete 
with kitchenette and a smart little patio. Enough that, if we burned them, 
they would meet the energy needs of, say, Vergennes for three weeks. 
Enough that they could be processed into 3.4 rolls of toilet paper for every resident 
of Burlington. 

Yes, we’re guessing on those stats. Let's just call it a boatload of books. 

We can't possibly read, much less review, all of them, even though many merit 
attention. So, to direct you to selected volumes in this literary onslaught, we hereby 
introduce “Page 32.” In this monthly feature, we present seven books by Vermont au- 
thors and quote a single representative sentence from, yes, page 32 of each of them. 

Inclusion here implies neither approval nor derision, but simply our observation 
that here are a bunch of books Seven Days readers might like to know about. ® 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 


The Contemporaries: 
Travels in the 21st- 
Century Art World 


"Everyone who has ever stud- 
ied or taught art has a favorite 
art-school performance art 
horror story: I once saw a man 
strap himself to a cross made 
of Erector-set parts suspended 
from the ceiling of his studio 
and writhe for hours in preten- 
tious agony." 

White, founder of the journal Paper 
Monument and an artist himself, 
writes with engaging candor about 
the present moment in artistic 
practice. Taking up such divisive 
issues as the artist-as-industry and 
the nature of artistic pretentiousness, 
he pilots the reader on a giddy 
journey through an art world that 
has reached unparalleled levels of 
visibility, commercial appeal and, 
ironically, Balkanization. 


A Paddler’s Guide to 
the Champlain Valley: 
Exploring the Rivers, 
Creeks, Wetlands and 


“In the late fall, in foliage gone 
or browned or grayed and often 
arranged against a gray sky and 
water, we see the bones of what 
grows here." 

This handsome volume, brimming with 
maps and photos, is unusually personable 
for a guidebook. Arranged as a series of 
essays on such interconnected topics 
as ecology, geology and naturalism, 
the book interlaces its practical 
recommendations with personal 
anecdotes and opinion. Kayakers of Lake 
Champlain are advised to find room for 
this book in their dry-bags. 


Clarion Call 
of the Last Kalins 


"K attempted to say the letters, 
all of them filling his mouth; 
they tasted salty, too salty, 
burning his dried lips, his 
tongue." 

The letters of the alphabet are not just 
a bitter mouthful for the protagonist 
of this loopy mystery but the key 
to understanding the book itself. It 
abounds in wordplay, even toying 
with the lipogram, a game in which 
an author takes on the challenge of 
omitting one or more letters from 
his or her prose. If Franz Kafka and 
Elmore Leonard got pickled on cheap 
bourbon and played Scrabble for a 
few weeks, Clarion Call of the Last 
Kallus might resemble the collected 
results of their game boards. 


East European Diaries: 
Essays and Vignettes 

"The keys were of the old-fash- 
ioned clunky variety that no one 
in the civilized world had seen for 
the past sixty years." 

This sentence, though written about 
the author's visit to Budapest, is equally 
descriptive of Prague, the city that is 
the subject of most of the essays in 
East European Diaries. Brown, a lawyer 
who spent several years in that part 
of the world, writes of his everyday 
experiences in a strange, ever-changing 
Mitteleuropa. The tone of the book 
is a mix of nostalgia, bafflement and 
fondness for a misunderstood region. 
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Bread & Sentences 

"Paradise is the fall foliage's 
struggle for the peak of imperma- 
nence, while a crazed civilization 
re-invents permanent war." 

(Actually from page 33; a full- 
page illustration by the author 
occupies page 32.) 

Part political treatise and part artistic 
meditation. Bread ft Sentences is a 
fragmentary work, composed entirely 
of 604 numbered aphorisms — or rants. 
Call them what you will, they’re exactly 
what you’d expect from the pen of 
Schumann, the far-left-leaning artistic 
prophet of Glover’s Bread and Puppet 
Theater. Disconnected, unexplained 
and occasionally in German, these 
apothegms are confounding and cranky 
but never dull. 



Horse-Powered Farming 
for the 21st Century: 

A Complete Guide to 
Equipment, Methods, 
and Management 
for Organic Growers 

360 pages. $45. 


"You never know the horse's 
life experiences before you buy 
them; it is part of the adven- 
ture to see what they know." 


It’s hard to imagine giving this 
comprehensive guidebook to your 
Uncle Morty for Christmas — but 
if Morty uses Clydesdales to run 
his organic alfalfa farm, he’ll be 
delighted by your thoughtfulness. 
Organized as a series of short essays 



"And you hear the Voices, the 
Voices that you trusted because 
you heard them without under- 
standing ... and let them in ... and 
in and in and farther they went, to 
break the stillness in a hallowed 
place like owls that screech In the 

(Ellipses and italics are 
in original.) 

The Martha of the title is not the author 
herself but her grandmother, Martha 
Stringham Bacon, a visual artist who was 
tormented by mental illness. The book 
is an unusual combination of memoir 
and biography, liberally illustrated with 
Bacon’s artworks and enlivened by its 
inclusion of the letters Bacon exchanged 
with psychotherapist Carl Jung. 



Horse-Powered Farming 
for the 21 st Century 
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by farmers and ag experts on various 
equine subjects, the volume covers 
just about everything one could want 
to know about how to go back to the 
land, powered by horses. 



yourself in 
weightless 
warmlh. 
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Generator’s Big Maker 
Series Brings Ideas 
and ‘Disruptors’ to Town 



BY ETHAN DE SEIFE 

N atalie Jeremijenko is a conversa- 
tionalist like few others. The New 
York University professor and 
eco-cultural disruptor has a mind 
so full of intertwined ideas that a discussion 
with her is like a particularly focused session 
of web surfing. Indeed, the internet serves 
as both an apt metaphor and the necessary 
backbone for much of her work. 

Starting with one fascinating subject, 
Jeremijenko verbally hyperlinks to another 
subject, and another, and another. Her no- 
tions are so richly interconnected and origi- 
nal that one comes away feeling not over- 
whelmed but exhilarated, even inspired. 

She’ll bring that head full of ideas — 
about art, ecology, food systems, fish that 
send text messages and robotic dogs, 
among other things — to Burlington City 
Hall Auditorium on Thursday, October 8, 
for the inaugural event in a new monthly 
lecture series. That series, called "Big 
Maker,” is organized by Burlington’s 
generator lab and makerspace. 

Cosponsored by several major players in 
the local innovation industry — Burlington 
city arts, Burlington Telecom, New Moran 
Inc., Champlain College, Hotel Vermont 
and the City of Burlington — Big Maker 
aims to bring world-class thinkers to town 


"You just need four words to explain 
why you dump any woman," said an 
uncreative comedian sometime last 
decade. "Count the words: That bitch 
was crazy." The audience cracked up. 
"That's totally sexist!" I heckled back. 
He ignored me. 

Fast forward to now, when feminist 
discourse is enjoying a renaissance 
even as one in four American college 
women reports having been raped or 
sexually assaulted. Or rewind to the 
late 1960s and early 70s, the setting 
for most of coleen kearon's new novel 
Feminist on Fire. 

mean to women, and that it made 
sense that women would not like men 
because of that. That it was normal, 
not crazy, for women to feel that way," 
says the narrator, Pam, a member of a 
radical feminist group, to her 6-year- 
old-niece, Mia. 

Published by Burlington's fomite 
press, Feminist on Fire is a slim, 


to inspire, interact with and learn from 
like-minded Vermonters. 

Unquestionably, Jeremijenko (the Js are 
pronounced like Ys) thinks big which makes 
her an apt choice. Though officially a profes- 
sor of art, the Australia-born Jeremijenko 
has made a career of challenging and even 
discarding disciplinary' boundaries. She has 
organized rock festivals, designed gorgeous 
“toilets” for birds, programmed a fleet of ro- 
botic toy dogs to sniff out toxins, and laid out 


semi-biographical novel based on the 
author’s aunt, Pam Kearon, who wrote 
second-wave feminist essays and was 
active in the New York radical collective 
the Feminists. Nonlinear in form, 

Pam's story is told in hazy fragments. 

It functions as a compassionate 
exploration of the second-wave 
feminists who have served as both 
inspirations and scapegoats for their 
present-day counterparts. 

Kearon, who lives in Montpelier, 
shows her characters attempting 
to fight for rights within the larger 
patriarchal society, rallying for access 
to safe, legal abortion and for an 
end to men's violence and abuse. 

The novel also hashes out the brutal 
disagreements among the factions 
of the women's liberation movement 
of that time: white feminists who 
tended to exclude women of color, 
lesbian separatists who believed 
women should cutties with men, anti- 
pornography feminists who advocated 


carbon-sequestering curbside green spaces 
for polluted cities. 

Two threads connect nearly all of 
Jeremijenko’s ideas: smart design and the 
concept of agency. Whether the project is 
a lightweight rooftop enviro-emergency 
pod or an array of fish- triggered buoys that 
blink in different colors to indicate local 
water quality, Jeremijenko and her collabo- 
rators design it with an eye toward sustain- 
ability, cleverness, beauty and interactivity. 


for celibacy, and still others who 
embraced sexual freedom. 

The debate over women's 
reconciling heterosexual desires 
with criticism of male domination 
gets ugly in the novel. Lesbian 
separatists come off as particularly 
rigid and insufferable in Kearon's 
narrative: They "infiltrate" meetings 
of the Feminists and challenge 
‘our ridiculous belief that we can 
accomplish anything while sleeping 
with men," she writes. Pam attempts 
to challenge this line of thinking, but 
ends up getting drunk, throwing a pool 
stick at the separatists and getting 
kicked out of the group. (Thankfully, 
and unsurprisingly, a credo of simple 
informed consent won this battle in 
contemporary feminist thought.) 

The author further complicates her 
power dynamics by depicting Pam 
as having an abusive mother, a weak 
though caring father, and masochistic, 
self-destructive tendencies. The 


One project, TREExOFFICE, sets up 
a semi-permanent, high-tech renewable- 
energy coworking space that is built from 
and “owned by" a tree in a public green 
space. The project’s goals include blurring 
the lines between indoors and outdoors, 
and boosting the health not just of the 
workers and the tree but of any associated 
birds, insects or fungi. 

A complex notion to which Jeremijenko 



narrator's depression and mental 
illness never fade into the background. 

Hence Pam can't appreciate the 
feminist movement's victories: Roe 
v. Wade, gradual legal changes that 
allowed "no-fault" divorce laws, the 
enactment of equal pay for equal work, 
and fully paid parental leave. (Wait some 
of those did actually happen, right?) The 
novel ends at Ronald Reagan’s sweeping 
reelection, when a despondent Pam is 
about to die and Mia is pretty bummed. 


QUICK LIT: COLEEN KEARON'S FEMINIST ON FIRE 
STOKES THE EMBERS OF THE SECOND WAVE 
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returns often is one she terms "the crisis of 
agency.” It comes up in her popular 2009 
TED talk, “The Art of the Eco-Mindshift,” 
and in her Skype conversation with Seven 
Days. Jeremijenko believes strongly that 
the discussions about important global 
issues such as climate change have been 
framed improperly. It’s not that we don’t 
care about declining polar bear popula- 
tions, she says, but that there’s little we 
can do about it. Further, she believes, the 
current crop of “didactic" politicians and 
activists is ill equipped to enact the neces- 
sary globe-altering changes. 

In her work on issues of public and en- 
vironmental health, Jeremijenko calls for a 
radical reframing of the discussion. “Ideas 
of health are so dominated by medical, 
pharmaceutical, individualized, atomized 
concepts," she says. Jeremijenko believes 
we need a “participatory politics” that 
“reframes health issues as environmental 
issues and environmental issues as health 
issues ... Our agency is limited. By reframing 
[the environmental crisis] as a health issue, 
we can act on our local environments." 

Lately, Jeremijenko has been devoting 
a lot of brainpower to food systems, a topic 
likely to hit home with Vermonters. Her 
mission: to engage not just politicians and 
activists but everyone in devising strategies 
to ensure food sustainability that go beyond 
what she sees as the current half-measures. 

From Jeremijenko's perspective, food 
systems are enmeshed in what she calls 
“the big ideas of the 21st century: distrib- 
uted local power production; redesigning 
food systems so that they reduce food 
miles, reduce petrochemical fertilizers 


and reduce pesticides; and all the other 
good things that the food movement is 
doing. We have to design food and food 
systems that actually increase biodiversity, 
build soil, improve water quality, improve 
air quality,” she goes on. “The design bar 
has just been set so low: Let's just eat local. 
That’s necessary, but radically insufficient.” 

lars hasselblad Torres, Generator's ex- 
ecutive director, is delighted to have secured 
Jeremijenko for the first installment of the 
Big Maker series. “She sets the right tone,” he 
says. “She covers several disciplines ... [and] 
she’s got this whole new interest in food 
systems, and that's very ripe in Burlington 
and Vermont generally.’’ Further, Hasselblad 
Torres adds, Jeremijenko was keen to learn 
about how to get involved in local projects 
that intersect with her interests. 

The Generator honcho intends to put his 
guest to work. Big Maker speakers will typi- 
cally visit Burlington for two days, during 
which they will be expected to do more than 
speak, schmooze and skedaddle. The public 
lecture is the marquee event, but guests 
will also meet with small groups of makers 
and students, the better to offer hands-on 
advice and strategies for smart disruption. 
Hasselblad Torres says the series aims 
to expose Burlington to world-changing 
ideas that are “just beyond the curve,” and 
to demonstrate to top-flight thinkers that 
Burlington is “a great place to create." 

One local professor who'll be sure to 
bring his students to Jeremijenko’s events 
is Adrian ivakhiv, who holds the unusual 
title of professor of environmental thought 
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Perhaps the saddest aspect of the 
novel Is that Pam doesn't form long- 
term emotional connections with 
other women — except for Mia, who 
remains a part of her life despite her 
travails. Passing on both her sharp 
critiques and her tendency to turn to 
substances, Pam gets a 12-year-old 

The sparseness of Kearon's 
prose and the limited action 
realistically convey the depths of the 
protagonist's depression, addiction 
and chronic unemployment. This 
is a story of a woman with strong 
convictions who only briefly tries 
to navigate the world she fiercely 
wants to change before, essentially, 
isolating herself from it. 

Pam is a sympathetic but flat and 
predictable character. She suggests 
an intelligent yet mercurial sociology 
classmate who gets shitfaced and 
comes apart at parties and isn’t 
invited to the next one — much to 
everyone else’s guilty relief. Pam 
only falls on her face because she's 
wasted, not because she earnestly 


tries for something different and 
fails. Though it's believable that 
Pam had limited options in her era, 
the book would have been more 
interesting if she hadn't conceded 
personal and political defeat so 
quickly and fully. As is. its cloudy 
sea of sorrow can leave readers 
wanting tension, action, humorous 
interludes, surprise and variety. 

Feminist on Fire does not try to 
pinpoint a single culprit for Pam's 
downward spiral: schizoaffective 
disorder, male violence, an abusive 
childhood, crummy therapists, 
patriarchal society, addiction and 
isolation from other humans are all 
factors. Yet the book does encourage 
us to empathize with such broken 
women — or, at the very least, to 
listen to them and their concerns 
instead of dismissing them as "crazy." 

MOLLY ZAPP 
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Sen. bernie sanders would like to 
overhaul the U.S. financial system, 
but getting his face on a bill was 
never part of his vision. 

That's where val bochkov comes in. 

Vermont's junior senator is the 
latest entry in the Russian designer's 
New World Money series. The creation 
caught our eye to help illustrate this 
week's cover story ("Selling Sanders," 
page 32). 

"Our money has let us down," 
says a video about the series on the 
website of his artist's rep, Donna 
Rosen. Bochkov's other "money" 
features the faces of individuals 
he considers “our true heroes': 
from Billie Holiday to Bono, Kurt 
Vonnegut to Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, 
Marilyn Monroe to Helen Mirren. 

The combination of these familiar 
faces and Bochkov's elegant graphics 
makes for compelling, collectible 
artwork — and Rosen's site offers 
them for sale. 

As for the artist himself, "I'm no 
salesman," he says. 

He does appear to be at the top of 
his game. On his website, Bochkov's 
CV is nearly obscured behind a photo 
of him: one arm is outstretched: 
the other clutches a surfboard. The 
cities superimposed on the red board 
indicate an international trajectory 
for the Russian-born artist: Moscow, 
Amsterdam, London, New York, 


... MONEY 

Washington, D.C. The list does not 
include Corinth, Vt. — but perhaps it 

Like many an urbanite, Bochkov 
aspires to live in Vermont — and sort 
of does. As often as he can, he tel Is 
Seven Day s, he and his wife retreat 
from their home in D.C. to their house 
in tiny Corinth. "We are still in the 
process of moving," Bochkov says. 

"We have been visiting Vermont for 10 

Bochkov arrived in the U.S. just 
15 years ago. He already had a 
richly developed career, designing 
and illustrating for magazines and 
books, art directing for publications 
and "exhibitions around the world," 
he says. Bochkov was the creative 
director for Grey Worldwide in 
Moscow, and then in New York City at 
the global advertising and marketing 
firm's headquarters. 

He is now the principal in his own 
firm, Val Bochkov Studio, in D.C., and 
has added to the resume production 
work for Discovery Communications 
and other "TV visualizations," Bochkov 
sums up. 

Bochkov's artwork spans styles 
from stunningly classical to neo- 
socialist-realism to jaunty cartoons 
that call to mind the work of Vermont 
artist HAL MAYFORTH. 

A friend in Burlington hawked 
some of his works at the South 
End Art Hop earlier this month and 
told Seven Days that the image of 
Vermont's presidential candidate 
proved most popular. 

PAMELA POLSTON 


Contact: pamela@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO ^ ■ 



Disruptors' 

and culture at the University of Vermont. 
His work, which addresses the intersection 
of ecology, art and culture, overlaps signifi- 
cantly with Jeremijenko’s, and he'll bring 
the students from his “Environmental 
Literature, Arts and Media” class to the 
events around her visit 

Ivakhiv distills Jeremijenko’s message, 
with which he wholeheartedly agrees, 
like this: “The only way you can [cultivate 
agency] is by giving people the sense that 
it can be enjoyable to be creative around 
environmental issues.” 

That serious-yet-playful message 
comes through just as clearly in 
Jeremijenko’s spirited conversation as in 


her varied body of work. As she tells Seven 
Days, the maker movement plays a key role 
in modem activism because it, too, is all 
about changing our relationship with our 
local environment. Put another way: It ain’t 
just 3D printers anymore, folks. The argu- 
ment implicit in Jeremijenko’s upcoming 
talk is that those who can design, build and 
think creatively are the ones most likely to 
change the world for the better. ® 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 

INFO 
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Dear Cecil, 

With new diseases in the news on an almost 
weekly basis, we hear a lot about "vectors” and 
"vectoring." Can you shine some light on what 
vectors are, and why they've become such a big 
deal? 

H.E. Teter 


(leprosy) and dogs (rabies, most 


B ecause vectors are a 
critical factor in the 
spread of zoonotic 
diseases. 

You say this means noth- 
ing to you? Notable zoonotic 
diseases include the plague 
of Justinian, the Black Death, 
yellow fever, the influenza 
pandemic of 1918, and more re- 
cently HIV/AIDS, severe acute 
respiratory syndrome (SARS), 
and Ebola virus. Got your atten- 

Zoonotic diseases are those 
that spread from animals to 
humans. Most diseases start out 
as zoonotic, including some that 
eventually become endemic 
among humans, such as measles 
and smallpox. The animal spe- 
cies in which zoonotic diseases 
originate is called the reservoir. 
The species in which they wind 
2 up, namely us, is called the host. 
S A critter that helps spread a 
> zoonotic disease from reservoir 
S to host is called a vector. Rats, 
g tsetse flies and mosquitoes are 
3 among the better-known vec- 
tors; other examples include 
shellfish (cholera), armadillos 


famously, but possibly Ebola 
too). Zoonotic diseases can also 
spread via contaminated food. 

When first encountered, 
zoonotic diseases can be dev- 
astating, since they derive from 
pathogens to which we’ve built 
up little or no resistance. In 
extreme cases they can lead 
to global pandemics that kill 
millions. More commonly, the 
resources of the modern world 
being what they are, the death 
rate can be brought down 
relatively quickly but the cost 
remains high. 

For example, the World 
Bank estimated the Ebola out- 
break in West Africa, which 
so far has resulted in more 
than 11,000 deaths, would cost 
the economies of the affected 
countries $1.2 billion in 2015 
— admittedly much less than 
the $32 billion feared at one 
point. The Nipah virus (which 
can cause fatal swelling of the 
brain) was brought under con- 
trol in Malaysia in 1998-99 after 
causing about 100 deaths but 
required the slaughter of one 


million pigs, a vector species in 
which the disease had become 
endemic. 

Are zoonotic diseases be- 
coming more common? Let’s 
put it this way: they sure 
haven’t gone away. Of more 
than 400 new diseases identi- 
fied since 1940, 60 percent 
have been zoonotic. And they 
sure haven’t gotten less deadly. 
The nightmarish symptoms of 
Ebola evoke the plague. HIV, 
which originated as simian im- 
munodeficiency virus in several 
species of African monkey, has 
killed 39 million people to date. 

Zoonotic diseases typically 
emerge when civilization col- 
lides with what remains of 
the wild. Contrary to what 
you might expect these days, 
climate change doesn’t have 
much to do with it Rather, the 
breeding ground often is a place 
like southern Asia — a tropical 
region with abundant wildlife 
plus a rapidly growing human 
population. 

Here’s a common scenario, 
as explained in a 2012 series on 
zoonoses in the medical journal 

Stage 1: pre-emergence. 
The bug is initially confined 
to the animal reservoir, but for 
one reason or another starts 
to spread. In the case of Nipah 
virus, people began raising pigs 
and planting orchards in parts 
of Malaysia inhabited by fruit 
bats, the reservoir for the virus. 
The bats started feeding on 
fruit trees near the pigsties, and 
the virus soon made the leap 
to the pigs. 


Stage 2: localized 
gence. Humans contract the 
disease from infected animals, 
either members of the reservoir 
species or a vector. Although 
some outbreaks can be large, 
human-to-human transmis- 
sion at this point is limited or 
nonexistent. 

Stage 3: full pandemic. The 
disease spreads primarily from 
one human to another. In the 
age of air travel, this means it 
can spread around the world, 
but that’s unusual; much 
depends on the life cycle of 
the bug in question. The 
most virulent pathogens in 
a way are the most merci- 
ful — they kill so quickly 
and horribly that the 
healthy soon learn 
precautions and 
most lethargic 
are goaded into action. Ebola 
arguably falls into tills category. 
Much crueler are the ones that 
kill slowly, like HIV. By the 
time the world realized it was a 
threat, it was everywhere. 

Given the staggering mor- 
tality due to infectious diseases 
throughout history, it’s not 
like zoonotic bugs are a novel 
threat. On the other hand, the 
combination of modern tech- 
nology and rising prosperity 
on the one hand with scarce 
resources and ancient hatreds 
on the other puts us in a more 
vulnerable position than we 

INFO 
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in the developed world might 

No one’s predicting the 
return of the Black Death, but 
zoonotic pandemics tend to 
coincide with times of social 
upheaval. The flu epidemic of 
1918, thought to have caused 
20 to 50 million deaths, began 
during the closing days of 
World War I, when movements 
of troops and refugees plus the 
chaos of war helped spread 
the bug around the globe. 
Protracted violence, crowds of 
innocents fleeing for their lives 
... sound like anything we’ve got 
going on today? 
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We Salty Americans 


emigan, this is Connie. I got somebody here 
who needs to get up to Greyhound at the 
airport." 

“Sure, I can do that. Where are you — at 
work, I take it?” Connie is an old friend. 

“Yeah, I’m at the Radio Deli. The woman’s name is 
Galina.” 

I motored over to Pearl Street, where the deli sits 
across the street from Bove’s, the venerable Italian 
restaurant that opened in 1941. Bove’s is the last remain- 
ing commercial establishment that harks back to the 
bustling Italian American community of small homes, 
apartments and businesses — an entire neighborhood 
leveled in the '60s in the name of “urban renewal.” 
Arrivederci, Little Italy; hello, Burlington Square Mall. 

Alas, Bove’s — sniff, sniff — will close at the end of 
this year, two days before Christmas. I propose the 
mayor issue a proclamation and — on the day the eatery 
serves up its final antipasto, minestrone and lasagna — 
dye Burlington Bay tomato-sauce red. 

Galina stood in front of the deli with a wheeled suit- 
case. She was a slender woman with black spiked hair 
and a sly smile. 

‘You can sit in the front with me, if you like,” I sug- 
gested to her as I popped the trunk to stow her one 
piece of luggage. 

‘Tine with me,” she said in a charming Russian 
accent, reminiscent of Natasha from the “The Rocky 
and Bullwinkle Show." Yes, I am 1,000 years old. 

“So, did you enjoy your time in Burlington?” I asked, 
pulling away from the curb. 

“I was only here for a few hours,” she explained. “My 
husband owns a home across the lake. Now I have to fly 
back to Ukraine. I’m taking bus to JFK airport. It’s really 
a long, long story.” 

“Well, it’s 15 minutes to the Burlington airport,” I 
said with a chuckle. “It’s not like I have any other press- 
ing business. And, Ukraine — my gosh. You guys have 
been through so much." 

“So, you know something of situation? We were 
living in Donetsk when the Russians invaded. Donetsk 


was the nicest, most peaceful city. Very cosmopolitan. 
And in few months it became Silent Hill. Civil society 
broke down completely. Not even post office was oper- 
ating. Overnight it became a nightmare.” 

Galina’s reference to Silent Hill threw me for a 
moment. Then I recalled seeing the film based on the 
video game on late-night cable — a horror movie depict- 
ing a harrowing survival scenario in an otherworldly 
community. The thought that she had lived this as a 
reality gave me the shivers, even on this sun-drenched 
late summer afternoon. 



GAVE ME THE SHIVERS. 


“That’s horrible,” I said. “How did you get out?” 

“I had a relative in Odessa who took us in, thank God. 
And we had recently been married. My husband and I 
each had two young children from previous relation- 
ships, so it was six of us. Now he’s back living outside 
of Plattsburgh with his kids, while I'm still working on 
visas back in Ukraine for me and my children.” 

“I thought it was automatic when you marry an 
American.” 

“Nothing is automatic, but it should be coming 
through within a few weeks. You know — God willing." 

“So, how did you meet your husband — an American, 
I’m guessing?” 

‘Yes, he was teaching English in Donetsk, and a 
friend introduced us.” 

“Were you pursuing a career yourself?” 

“I was cardiologist, but that's all over. Now I'll be 
lucky if I can get a nursing license in the States. But I’m 
not complaining. I’m really not.” 


Galina’s life put my own in stark perspective. There 
are so many things I worry about, but I get to wake up 
each morning in tranquil Vermont. Every single day 
I should bow my head and give thanks for my great 
fortune. 

We descended Colchester Avenue and took the right 
turn onto Chase Street, which quickly leads to Patchen 
Road. I don’t know if this route qualifies as an actual 
“shortcut" to the airport, but it avoids the congestive 
miasma that is Williston Road. I live for the avoidance 
of traffic and traffic lights. It’s a meager raison d’etre, but 
it sure beats dodging Russian shock troops. 

Attempting a mood lightener, I asked, “So, coming 
from your part of the world, are you a bigborscht eater?” 

“Oh, yes, but Russian version, not Ukrainian. I actu- 
ally grew up in Russia.” 

“What do you think of American food?” 

Galina laughed. ‘You Americans put too much salt in 
everything! I can't get used to it. It’s my one complaint.” 

“Now, is that you as a cardiologist speaking?" I 
kidded her. 

“It could be,” she conceded. “But your food is still 
way too salty.” 

I drove my customer up to the far entrance of the air- 
port, the one where the Greyhound counter is situated. 
‘You know what?” I said, pulling to a stop and shifting 
into park. “With all you’ve been through, with all life 
has thrown at you, it seems you’re well on your way to 
finding some peace and stability in this chaotic world, 
so good for you. I wish you the very best.” 

“Thank you for that," Galina said. Smiling ear to ear, 
she added, “But it’s more than that, my friend. You see, 
I’ve met the man I love.” © 

All these stories are true, though names and locations 
may be altered to protect privacy. 

INFO ^ ■ 






$8.00 OFF _ 

1691 Shelburne Rd., S. Burlington 951-0290 1 Susie Wilson Rd.. Essex Junction 879-2707 * 



'Irbeat 



Gwynne Dyer isn't big into 
politics. But the many hours 
she's spent cutting out tiny 
images of Bemie's mug to make 
earrings may yet convert hen 
"I’m not quite sure." Dyer said. 'I 
like to listen to everybody. But 
he has an honest face. I look at 
their faces a lot, and I think he 
looks like a nice, honest man." 


$9, Esty.com, charm456 


Nobody moves T-shirts — and other merch - 
like the socialist senator 

STORY BY MARK DAVIS ■ PHOTOS BY MATTHEW THORSEN 

O ne night in May, graphic artist Dave B: 

found himself sitting up in bed, doodling. 

Against a dark background, a simple 
design in stark white emerged: eye- 
glasses, “2016,” and a shock of unkempt white hair. 

“Bernie,” he added, though many would have easily 
recognized the locks and dome of Vermont's indepen- 
dent junior senator, who was just weeks from announcing 
his run for president. 

For kicks, Barron posted the image on Facebook under the 
header, “My contribution to the campaign.’ 1 By morning, the 
requests were rolling in: “Where can we buy the T-shirts?” 

Barron has since shipped thousands of them, to addresses i n all SO states. 

He's not the only one. Outside the realm of official campaign buttons, 
mugs and tote bags, homegrown Sanders swag has proliferated like Subarus on 
Interstate 89. The rise of Vermont’s most famous socialist, it turns out, is working 
just fine for small-time capitalists. 

Burlington artist Madeline McLennon has sold so many of her Bernie tank tops 
that she was able to cutback hours at her day job to devote more time to her art. Bo 
Muller-Moore’s iconic Eat More Kale 
T-shirts are no longer his top seller: 

| The Montpelier man is struggling to 
keep up with orders for his Bernie shirt. 
It's not just Vermonters making the 
Mi stuff, either: In Boone, N.C., Gwynne 
^ 1 Dyer may realize the dream of a redre- 

1 111 ment funded by earring sales — thanks 
" ■■ to people who love Bernie enough to 
wear him on their lobes. 

In its merch search. 

Days couldn't help but 
that the items associated with 
other presidential candidates lack 
acertain impassioned authenticity. Donald 
Trump’s Make America Great Again hats 
and Hillary Clinton’s barbecue apron — 
Grillary Clinton — look like the products 
of campaign staffers who aren’t as clever 
as they think. 

The grassroots designers of Sanders swag 
have no such creative problems. 

We’ve found products featuring Sanders 
as Doc from Back to the Future and firing rain- 
bows from his hands while astride 
A Christmas ornament sports Bernie in a disco 
dance-offwith Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), and asticker compares B< 
tling legend Andre the Giant. 

The makers’ anecdotal sales figures support the narrative of Sanders on the 
Dyer, for example, sells earrings featuring the faces of all presidential candidates. 

Guess whose mug is most in demand? Sanders, of course. 

“He’s my best-selling politician, that’s the God’s honest truth,” Dyer 
said. “I’m not just saying that to you. Far and away. There’ 
close second.” © 

mark@sevendaysvt.com, 865-1020, ext. 23, or @Davis7D 
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This design was intended to capture Sanders in 
his sternest glory. 'He's not smiling. His eyes are 
squinted. He's in that serious pose that he takes," 
said Bo Muller-Moore, who is shipping "hundreds" 
of the shirts every week. "You can almost see the 
spittle flying out of his mouth," he added. 


Wake up and smell the inequity. 
Essex potter and teacher 
Christopher Vaughan said that 


$28, Burlington City Arts Artist 
Market or christhrowspots.com 


Professional tailor Emily Engel makes dolls that 
resemble friends — for the fun of it. But her dad, 
a hardcore Sanderista, was dead serious when 
he recommended she make a Bemie doll in her 
shop in Ludlow, Mass. On September 16, she 
posted a design of Lil' Bemie on Facebook, 
tar thinking a friend or two might buy one. 
■jp One week later, she had shipped 

the dollsto customers in 20 states 
and Australia. a 


$80 ($25 goes to the campaign). 


Dave Barron's T-shirt is arguably 
the most iconic image thus 
far of the Sanders campaign. 

The simpler you can get your 
point across as a designer, the 
stronger it is," Barron said. 

^ From 20, 30 feet away, people 
can "see what it's all about," 
he noted. 


$25 (10 percent of the 
profits to the campaign). 
thebernieshlrt.com 


ill This is the shirt that's 

t enabled Madeline McLennon 

to work a bit less as a barista 
at Maglianero Cafe and focus 
more on her "Feel the Bern' 
art. "I wanted to use the phrase 
and show that Bemie and all the 
people in the campaign are doing 
a lot of hard work to make him a 
frontrunner,' McLennon said. "And 
i wanted something goofy, because 
politics can be a depressing subject,' 
Disclaimer: We haven't seen Bernie 
shirtless in a while, and we didn't have 
l the courageto ask his wife, Jane, so 
k we cant say whether the six-pack 
ft McLennon gave him is accurate. 


The Bernie Cuz Fuck All This Fucking Bui Ishit! 

. The line had a 


makeup bag stumped i 

familiar ring to it. Was this what President John 
F. Kennedy said when announcing the Apollo 
moon missions? Ronald Reagan denouncingthe 
Berlin Wall? Lincoln at Gettysburg? 

We asked the designer, but she didnt respond. She di d, 
however, make one thing clear in a message printed on the 
underside of the bag. "Political ad not endorsed by Bernie... 
Just so you know. Altho we think he might I ike it. Just sayin." 


$20 (1 0 percent of p rofits to th e 
campaign) Etsy.com, Madeline 
McLennon, or at Maglianero Cafe, 
Maple Street, Burlington 


$28 (50 percent of profits to the campaign) 
Etsy.com. Kayd Wheatley 


: KELLY RAVIN 


We’re non-denominational here 
at Seven Days, but take seriously 
the Bible's admonishment not to 
worship false gods. So exercise 
caution with this St. Bernie Sanders 
for President prayer candle, 
no matter how much you love 


multinational corporations. And 
don't bern yourself. 


allthis fuckin 


, Rustbelt Cooperative 


SANDERS SELLS 
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W hen the news broke this 
summer that comedian 
Dave Chappelle would be 
performing in Burlington 
in the fall, the first thing we did here 
at Seven Days was freak out. The 
second thing we did was reach out to 
Chappelle's management to inquire 
about an interview. Sadly, we were told, 
Chappelle wasn’t doing press for his 
October 5 shows at Flynn MainStage, 
presumably because he didn’t need to. 
The 7 p.m. show sold out so quickly that 
the Flynn added a second one at 9:30 
p.m. — and those tickets went just as fast. 

It’s hardly a surprise that Chappelle’s 
Burlington show is one of the hottest 
of the year in Vermont. He has become 
a comedy unicorn — a near-mythic 
figure whose infrequent public sight- 
ings have been the stuff of legend since 
he abruptly left his hit sketch-comedy 
series ‘‘Chappelle’s Show” in 2005. In 
the years since, he essentially receded 
from the public eye. 

Most famously, Chappelle went on 
a soul-searching trip to South Africa. 
As for comedy, he would appear only 
sporadically, and usually unannounced, 
to do standup at small clubs around the 
country — most often in Ohio, where 
he now lives. That makes Chappelle’s 
current tour kind of a big deal. And it 
doesn’t require media help to sell out 
theaters, much to the chagrin of a cer- 
tain local altweekly. 

Still, we couldn’t stop salivating at the 
thought of interviewing one of the fun- 
niest and most mysterious comedians 



mercy 

connections / 
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Official trapping season starts on October 24th. Learn how to keep your 
pets safe at www.protectourwildlifevt.org 


Protect Our Wildlife VT 
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of this generation. So we did the next best thing: We and the room erupted i 
interviewed Dave Chappelle from ... ahem ... Barre. laughter. But there was 

This Chappelle is a native of Williamstown and a “His name 
University of Vermont grad. He works in various capac- “It even said s 
ities as a labor consultant and migrant-worker liaison coincidence I’\ 
with dairy farms around the state. 

He’s married and a father of two. 

He is not a comedian, though he's 
familiar with the Dave Chappelle 

The soon to be 37-year-old 
Chappelle of Barre was a stu- 
dent at UVM when “Chappelle’s 
Show” was at the height of its 
popularity, in the early 2000s. At 
first, he says, the shared name was 
a fun coincidence. 

“Back then the show was in 
full force," Chappelle of Barre 
explains in a recent phone inter- 
view. “So every time I went to the 
bars and pulled out my ID, some- 
one made a comment about it.” 

But the jokes, like grossly over- 
quoted lines from a 10-year-old 
TV show, eventually grew stale. “It does get old,” he 
says with a sigh. “Like, every time I call Verizon techni- 
cal support or something” 

While nobody with working eyesight would ever 
confuse the two Chappelles, there has been at least 
one legit case of mistaken identity. In college, Barre's 
Chappelle said he received a couple of fan letters from 
grade schoolers in New Jersey asking for his autograph. 

“In hindsight, I really wish I'd had a head shot taken 
and signed it,” he says. 

His best story comes from a college orientation 
meeting. Chappelle and a handful of other students 
were sitting in a circle taking turns introducing them- 
selves. When it was finally his turn, he said his name 


“I’M RICK 
JAMES, BITCH!” 

YELLED HI ME ID MY WIFE 

DAVE CHAPPELLE OF BARRE 


still or 

s Robin Williams,” says Chappelle. 
n his name tag. It was the weirdest 
/er had in my life.” 

Though he concedes that 
the situation can be annoying, 
Dave Chappelle (from Barre) is 
a pretty good sport about Dave 
Chappelle (the comedian). And 
since we hate to let good ques- 
tions go to waste, we asked him 
what we would have posed to the 
comedian Dave Chappelle if we’d 
had the chance. Here are Dave 
Chappelle of Barre's responses. 

SEVEN DAYS: So you went 
away for a while. How was it? 
Where did you go? 

DAVE CHAPPELLE: Well, 

I actually went to Peru most 
recently. It was a short trip 
leading students from the 
University of Vermont's 
Community Development and Applied Economics 
Department. It was a great mix of work and 
sightseeing. We worked on a research project looking 
at local potato purchasing by Cuzco restaurants. 

SD: There were rumors swirling after you left the 
show that you had kind of freaked out and had a 
breakdown. Was that true? 

DC: I always stress out a bit before traveling, but a 
“breakdown” might be going a little too far. Did my 
wife say that? 


SD: Many view you as the funniest m 
does that make you feel? 

DC: Wow. What a compliment. People i 


!. How 


say that to me, though. There is another guy out there 
with a similar name who is probably a little funnier. 

SD: You're seen as an influential icon in your field. 
What is it like to have younger generations revere 
you like that? 

DC: There are very few people out there in my line 
of work. When you say “younger generations,” it is 
probably an exaggeration. I have one Guatemalan guy 
named Choko who just started working with me. He 
is, in fact, younger than me, though. 

SD: Do you ever get tired of people yelling 
"Chappelle's Show" lines in your face? 

DC: Picture this: I show my ID to pick up some will- 
call concert tickets and I get “I'm Rick James, bitch!" 
yelled at me and my wife. Or I check into a hotel and, 
after a "Chappelle’s Show” quote from the desk clerk, 
1 have to spend the rest of the night explaining what a 
black white supremacist is to my 8-year-old son. Total 

SD: In 2013, Charlie Sheen claimed he laughed so 
hard at an old "Chappelle's Show" episode that he 
ruptured his spleen. He was subsequently fired 
from 'Two and a Half Men." Getting Charlie Sheen 
canned from a terrible sitcom has gotta be a 
career highlight for you, right? 

DC: Charlie Sheen needed to be taken down. I am 
sorry it took so long for that to happen. 

SD: What’s your favorite thing to do on weed? 

DC: I don't smoke weed these days. But if I did, I 
would probably smoke a big spliff and watch a few 
episodes of “Chappelle’s Show.” Funny stuff. © 

INFO 
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Talk about the 
right deal at the 
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add compost. 
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A massive tube of inflated red 
rubber snaked around the 
grass at Burlington’s Perkins 
Pier, one end slithering into 
the water. Two standup paddleboarders 
pulled the rest into the lake, followed 
by two inflatable nets, a set of modified 
paddles, and what looked like a small 
red, white and blue soccer ball. 

Plenty of peculiar sights have ap- 
peared at Perkins Pier, but this was 
perhaps the weirdest: a floating standup 
paddleboarding arena, complete with 
goals and boundaries, bobbing in the 
waves. The laborious setup would soon 
give way to the first-ever SUP polo game 
in Vermont. 

‘‘Actually, one of the first-ever games 
in North America,” clarified Burlington’s 
Russ Scully while pumping up his blue- 
and-white paddleboard, custom made 
for SUP polo. The guy who brought 
Burlington its first surf-themed res- 
taurant and surf shop (the Spot and 
WND&WVS, respectively), Scully is ac- 
customed to breaking new ground when 
it comes to promoting water sports in 
landlocked Vermont. 

On this day, however, the sport har- 
kened back to a very old pastime — one 
that conjures images of thoroughbred 
horses, princes named Harry and 
hushed sideline conversations. Erase 
that image. Replace manicured grass 
with waves, horses with boards and mal- 
lets with funky-looking scoops, and you 
begin to get the picture. SUP polo turns 
the mannered, age-old sport into an ac- 
tivity of raucous fun. 


“That is awesome!" said Scully, 
watching the Spot’s manager and fellow 
paddleboarder Shannon Lipkin slip into 
the water with more equipment. 

Over the years, polo has spun off in 
different directions; bike — aka hard- 
court — polo has caught on, particularly 
among urban hipsters. But SUP is its 
latest incarnation. The game consists 
of two teams of three, with 
each player on a board. The 
first team to score three 

To Scully's knowledge, 
only one other match has 
ever been played. It hap- 
pened last September in 
Costa Brava, Spain, at the 
annual meeting of world- 
wide dealers for Starboard, 
one of the top standup pad- 
dleboard manufacturers. There was a 
dinner, there were cocktails — and then 
suddenly there was a pool illuminated by 
colored lights around which 400 people 
crowded to witness the debut of SUP 
polo, Scully recalled. “It was majestic,” 
he said. Any skepticism he had about 
the sport’s gimmicky nature dissipated 
when he hit the water and tried it for 
himself 

At the conference, Scully says he 
helped team USA topple Spain, Germany 
and France before ultimately losing to 
Canada. But for the Vermonter, it was 
a winning moment. He envisioned the 
sport’s potential for the Green Mountain 
State, despite it being covered in snow 
for half the year. In warm-weather 


months, SUP polo can be played on out- 
door lakes and ponds; after October, it 
can shift to indoor pools. Either way, it's 
a vigorous workout, noted Lipkin. 

Scully noted that the game, which 
has no halftime, “could take 30 minutes, 
or it could take three hours.” Its prem- 
ise is simple. But the play is anything 
but straightforward, as anyone who 
witnessed the recent game 
near Blanchard Beach 

The inflatable boards 
are rounded on both ends 
so that players can easily 
switch directions. Think 
bumper cars but with 
boards, and players delib- 
erately colliding to knock 
the ball back into play. They 
have to be back on their 
board in order to pick up and pass that 
ball. 

“It takes some skills," observed Scully. 
“You've got to have some paddling abil- 
ity, and you’ve got to have some balance 
and agility, since you’re moving all over 
the board quickly.” 

“My expectations were blown out of 
the water,” said Lipkin. “Once the game 
started, I was hooked and a kid again." 
With just enough surface area to allow 
players to blade through the water ef- 
ficiently, the paddles feature retrofitted 
scoops to grab the ball. Think jai alai and 
lacrosse. “In fact, I don’t know why they 
didn’t call this lacrosse," Scully said with 

One thing that may make it difficult 


for SUP polo to catch on: With its bright 
red arena and rowdy nature, the activity 
can raise a few eyebrows. But Scully, 
who’s been working with Burlington 
Parks and Recreation and a local fitness 
chain, is confident that the city will get, 
er, on board with the new sport. 

“The opportunities are huge,” said 
Scully, pointing not only to a new local 
SUP polo league that’s starting up next 
month, but to the potential of renting 
equipment for birthday parties, team- 
building corporate events and other g 
gatherings. | 

Another possible downside: With all > 
the inflating and floating, setup takes 2 
nearly 90 minutes. But, Scully added, g 
that time will drop as the team gains ex- 2 

perience. And in colder months the team 
will play indoors, which will eliminate 
the need for the inflatable arena. 

SUP polo adds another dimension £ 

to Vermont’s authentic surf and water- 5 
sports culture. It also enables adrenaline j; 
junkies to take standup paddleboarding S 
from meditative to exhilarating. w 

“Some people might not enjoy sit- 
ting back and taking in the scenery and 
having SUP be a very passive experi- < 
ence,” remarked Scully. “We’re always * 

trying to figure out new, creative ways S 

to be relevant, and new, creative ways to 
share stories. This is a new story.” ® 

INFO 

WND&WVS at 540-2529. wndnwvs.com g 

Contact: tuff@sevendaysvt.com jg 



Playing for Keeps 

Burlington artist Karen Hewitt’s landmark line of children’s toys are art in action 



W hen Karen Hewitt of 
Burlington had a gallery 
show at Towle Hill Studio in 
Corinth last month, several 
major Vermont artists and designers who 
saw it emailed Seven Days to recommend it 
“Karen is like a Vermont design wonder 
that too few people are aware of,” wrote 
Burlington designer Michael Jager, who 
helped brand the likes of Nike, Pepsi and 
Burton. Barbara Zucker, a Burlington 
sculptor who cofounded the country's first 
women’s art gallery, A.I.R. Gallery in New 
York, wrote, “[Cjommissions of hers have 
been featured in major museums. She is 
one of our hidden treasures." 

If Hewitt has remained “hidden” to 
some, it may be because her work's target 
audience is roughly between 1 and 6 years 
old. Hewitt designs toys, mostly hardwood 
blocks painted in vibrant colors and 
packaged in wooden trays. For 34 years, 
she manufactured and distributed them 
through her business, Learning Materials 
Workshop. She closed it in 2012 but 
continues to design new toys. 

At the Corinth gallery, colorful blocks 
in intriguing shapes — flat, notched 
rectangles; slanting, semicircular strips 
— formed inventive structures. Some of 
these creations extended from tables up 
the walls, where Hewitt had adhered 
them in playful arrangements. At the talks 
she gives on early-childhood education, 
Hewitt says modestly, she's known as “thi 
block lady." 

That vastly underrepresents Hewitt’ 
achievement. For one thing, th< 
74-year-old is among the country's 
leading authorities on educational 
toys. She is a proponent of toys 
that encourage open-ended play — 
such as wooden blocks that come ; 
without directives. 

In the late 1970s, supported 
by a National Endowment for the 
Humanities grant, Hewitt studied the 
history of educational toys. The result 
a major exhibit, “Educational Toys 
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ANYTHING A CHILD TOUCHES 
IS EDUCATIONAL 


One result is a Bauhaus-inspired block set 
. red, blue and yellow, for which Hewitt 


America: 1800 to the Present" -co-curated plumbed the Wassily Kandinsky archive, 
with historical preservationist Louise Another is a rendering of the curvilinear 
Roomet - which began at the University Museum of Art and Design's logo in plain 
of Vermont’s Fleming Museum in 1979 maple blocks, 
and traveled around the Northeast. The 
exhibition catalog remains a foundational 
text on the subject. 

And Hewitt’s objects of play double 
as art. New York's Museum of Modern D.C. (where she spoke 
ut, Museum of Arts and Design and New aficionados in 2011); 


Hewitt speaks nationally on the 
intersections of design, play and education. 
She’s equally likely to appear at the 
National Building Museum in Washington, 
architecture 

Museum of Contemporary Art have all such as the former Proteus Gowanus in 


KAREN HEWITT 

Brooklyn (during 
a 2008 exhibit on 
play); or at a Head 
tart program in East 


Hewitt often addresses preschool 
teachers on the benefits of open play, 
a phenomenon she has spent her life 
observing in young children. She draws her 
facility in addressing these widely different 
audiences from her training in both art 
and education, which includes a bachelor’s 
in studio art from Oberlin College and 
a master’s in early-childhood education 
from the progressive Bank Street College of 
Education in New York City. 

During Seven Days' recent visit to 
her Henry Street home, Hewitt, petite 


and short-haired in a flowing blue top 
and wood-bead necklace, recalls her aha 
moment when she realized she could 
pursue both her interests at once. 

“I saw a catalog for a show called ‘Play 
Orbit”' — a 1969 exhibit of artist-designed 
toys at the Institute of Contemporary Arts 
in London — “and I said, ‘That's it. I’m 
going to do that' It was making things 
without having to make it art; it took the 
pressure off.” 

Pressure seems to have been part of her 
upbringing. Hewitt grew up in Manhattan, 
and graduated from high school at the age 
of 16 and from college at 20. That year, 
she married Vermont-born artist Francis 
Hewitt — they had met at Oberlin — and 
went directly on to grad school. 

Hewitt taught preschool after receiving 
her degree in 1965. By that time, Frank (as 
she calls her husband, who died in 1992) 
had founded the New York arts collective 
Anonima Group with several male artist 
friends. Hewitt still made art, but that 
made Frank “uncomfortable,” she recalls. 

Hewitt exhibited only one piece of 
“high” art, as she calls it with a laugh, and 
only at Anonima's shows. The piece had no 


name; brochures from the era advertise the 
group's “paintings and drawings and" — in 
smaller type — “a motorized construction 
by Karen Hewitt." 

Created between 1962 and '69, when 
interest in optical illusions — so-called 
op art — was sweeping the art scene, the 
construction included 72 spinning discs 
painted in as many patterns. Viewers could 
install their chosen pattern and adjust 
the spinning speed and direction using 
rheostats. 

“My machine,” as Hewitt calls it, 
is now owned by the Museo de Arte 
Contemporaneo de Buenos Aires and 
will be shown at New York's El Museo 
del Barrio in the spring as a seminal 
example of op art. But for Hewitt herself, it 
represented the achievement of a different 
aim: to make art that left the final act of 
creation to the viewer. 

Designing toys was a new way to pursue 
that goal. Children would be the creators; 
Hewitt's open-ended toys, their medium. 

H ewitt climbs the stairs to her attic 
studio and opens the door. Multiple 
skylights and white walls and tables 
show off her toys, which she has arranged 
chronologically. The initial impression 
they make is one of dazzling color. 

“She has an enormous understanding 
of color,” notes Zucker in a phone call. 
“She’s as much an artist as any of us; she’s 
an applied artist." 

In one early edition of Hewitt’s notched 
rectangular blocks, called Tinte, 42 of 
them, each painted a different color, are 
arrayed inside a fiat box with a sliding 
Plexiglas cover. The whole thing can be 
hung on the wall like an artwork. The 
one in Hewitt's dining room looks right 
at home among works by Frank and 
their son, Corin Hewitt, who is also an 
internationally recognized artist. 

Hewitt slides the cover off and reveals 
the blocks' reverse surfaces of unpainted 
maple. The wood’s grain patterns give 
children a “richer experience," she 
explains. Pointing out one piece’s dark 
spots, she observes, “Those might make 
them think of ants.” 

Given the high quality of these products, 
it’s no wonder Hewitt's business never quite 
hit pay dirt. Top sales reached $232,000 
in 2004 when the Learning Materials 
Workshop was selling toys to FAO Schwarz, 
specialty stores, and the scholastic and 
European markets. Even after moving most 
of the production to China in 2005, which 
cut production costs in half “We were 
always on the edge,” she says. 

Then, too, the Workshop began with 
a distinctly uncapitalist bent. Hewitt 
started it after moving, while pregnant, to 
Vermont in 1970 — Frank had been hired at 
the UVM art department — and then giving 
birth to Corin. “I really needed something 
to do,” she recalls. 

So, in 1971, Hewitt proposed to the 
UVM Home Care Enrichment Center 


that she start a workshop space on its 
upper floor, where she’d develop toys for 
the daycare. UVM agreed, hiring Hewitt, 
two low-income mothers of children in 
the program and two at-risk high school 
students. Hewitt armed her staff with a few 
basic tools and collected found or recycled 
materials. From shuttered factories in 
Burlington and in Corinth, where the 
Hewitts have a cabin, she scored a cache of 
wood bobbins. 

“I worked with low-income parents, 
saying, “You don't have to buy expensive 
toys; you can make them,'” Hewitt says. 

Her first toy was produced to raise 
funds for the Workshop. Using bobbins, 
a few dowels, a small board and much 
feedback from the children downstairs, 
Hewitt created the Thingamabobbin. Its 


And plastic isn’t necessarily worse than 
wood, Hewitt adds. It may be visually less 
varied, but it doesn’t warp. Some of her 
toys include plastic parts: Curvilinear has 
flexible tubes; Prismatic is a tray of cubic 
blocks half made of clear acrylic. In that 
latter instance, the choice was clearly 
artistic. The plastic “refracts the light,” 
reads the website description, allowing 
children to “experience the beauty and 
wonder of the color spectrum.” 

Many of Hewitt's toy names are Italian: 
Arcobaleno, Simmetrico, Coloratura, 
Carosello. Her love of that country's 
uncanny cultural knack for design began 
in 1984, the year the Hewitts lived in 
northern Italy. 

Hewitt returned in 1993 to study the 
town of Reggio Emilia's self-directed, 



movable parts allowed it to roll like a car or 
become a pegboard, a noisemaker or even 
a sailboat. 

In 1975, the Workshop produced 100 
Thingamabobbins and painted them 
red, white and blue for the country’s 
bicentennial. A photo from the time shows 
one being pulled on a string through 
the streets of St. Louis, Mo., with press 
photographers snapping from the curb. 
The Thingamabobbin won Hewitt her first 
of many toy awards. 

A marketing effort would have helped 
to sell more, but Hewitt had other interests. 
She had noticed that nearly every toy on the 
market was billed as “educational.” That 
drove her research, funded by two NEH 
grants, into what made a toy educational — 
or “instructive," as 19th-century marketers 

“Our conclusion,” says Hewitt, “was 
that there’s no such thing as an educational 
toy. Anythinga child touches is educational 
— even Barbie dolls. It’s a matter of what 
they teach." 

Toys that teach sexist or racist 
stereotyping, break easily or are used to 
sell things are all unhelpful, she opines. 


art-focused approach to education, which 
is often compared to the Montessori or 
Waldorf methods. She is now the North 
American distributor of Reggio Children 
publications. The Campus Children's 
School, as UVM’s preschool is now 
called, cites Reggio as an influence. In the 
Workshop's later years, that center and 
the Burlington Children’s Space became 
Hewitt's observation and toy-testing 
environments. 

Hewitt incorporated Learning 
Materials Workshop in 1978. By 1986 
she had grown her business enough to 
move to new digs on North Winooski 
Avenue, gaining an assembly and packing 
space. Packaging was designed by Hanley 
Salzman Designs, Ken Burris was product 
photographer and Carol Hanley designed 
the catalogs. But the operation never 
employed more than a few people, says Lu 
Kane, who worked for Hewitt for 28 years 
until the Workshop closed. 

“The Arcobaleno [1985] had just 
happened when I got there," recalls Kane 
during a phone call. She still lives in the 
same Winooski house where she first 
painted blocks for Hewitt part-time while 


running a home daycare. “Karen was 
bringing [the pieces] in sacks to my garage 

— and they were heavy, and she was doing 
it herself. I realized, This is a really small 
operation." 

In 2 002, Hewitt finally hired a marketing 
director. A former UVM art department 
colleague of Frank’s, Meg Walker is a 
conceptual sculptor in Charlotte with 
experience in textile design. 

“The toys had very open-ended 
materials and minimal design, and that 
was all stuff I was interested in. She had a 
similar aesthetic,” Walker says by phone. 

But a real marketing budget was beyond 
Hewitt’s means, and the 2008 recession 
cut funding for early-education programs 

— a major buyer. “That’s when it began to 
be really hard,” says Walker, who worked 
for Hewitt until the business closed. 

Walker and Kane are among the lucky 
ones who acquired Hewitt’s toys before 
they went out of production. The Learning 
Materials Workshop website still displays 
each item; Jager's design firm, Solidarity 
of Unbridled Labour, is in the process of 
recasting the site as an archive. 

Two years ago, Solidarity (then Jager 
Di Paola Kemp) located a New York backer 
to form a new company that would return 
Hewitt's toys to production and bring in 
other designers, but the backer pulled out 
last year. With Solidarity’s Byron O'Neill, 
Hewitt is currently designing a new toy. 

Kane and Walker continue to watch 
children and grandchildren play with 
Hewitt’s creations. Kane observes that 
children “don’t get frustrated, because 
you can build and do what you want with 
them. The kids figure things out.” 

“What's amazing is it's so open- 
ended,” Walker agrees. “You can create 
all kinds of different sculptures; there 
are no instructions for how you use these 
materials.” 

Corin Hewitt, who recently won the 
coveted Chuck Close Rome Prize for visual 
art, cites his mother’s huge influence on 
his work in an email from Germany 
'‘specifically, my mother’s belief in the 
importance of structured yet open-ended 
and non-deterministic systems of play." 
Similarly, his own work “propose[s] a way 
of thinking but allow[s] for unpredictable 
subjective response." 

Corin, who has a 16-month-old 
daughter, is waiting until the family’s 
return to the U.S. to introduce her to his 
mother’s toys. When the baby encounters 
them, they will likely set in motion a rich 
response seen in the “thousands and 
thousands" of children, Karen Hewitt 
notes with pleasure, now playing with 
Learning Materials Workshop toys. 

Says Hewitt, “Is it art? Is it play? It’s all 
that. It’s not an either/or.” © 
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You’re Invited 

No matter what your age, 
chances are you want a 

brighter future 

When: 

Foundations of Investing, Wednesday, October 7 

Ready or Not? Prepare for the Unexpected, Wednesday October 14 

Retirement by Design, Wednesday, October 21 

Preparing Your Estate Plan, Wednesday, October 28 

All classes start at 6:00 p.m. 

Where: O'Brien Civic Center, 113 Patchen Rd, South Burlington, VT 

Our 4-Week Financial Workshop is an easy way to learn how to save, 
invest and work toward your financial goals. Whether you are just 
starting out or want to learn something new, the workshop will give 
you real-world strategies that are easy to follow. 


Featured Speaker: Brandon B McFadden, Financial Advisor 
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Trusted In-House Design, 
Installation, and Service 
Over 30 Years of Experience in Vermont 
Locally owned and operated 

BuildingEnergyVT.com (802) 859-3384 


Solar Systems Energy Audits Heat Pumps 


VERMONT TECH 

INSTITUTE FOR APPLIED AGRICULTURE 

AND FOOD SYSTEMS 

UpcomingSHORT COURSES 

NOFA-VT: Soil 

Maple Installations 

Nutrient Mgmt 

OCTOBER 26-27 1 $250 

OCTOBER 8 1 $50-$60 

NOFA-VT: 

NOFA-VT: Diesel 

Supporting Bio- 

Engines Workshop 

Active Soils 

OCTOBER 14 1$100-$120 

OCTOBER 28 1 $50-$60 

Meat Cutting: From 

Farm Management 

Pasture to Freezer 

Spanish Work 

OCTOBER 17 & 24 1 $350 

NOVEMBER 2 1 $50 

Small Scale Lumber 
Milling 

OCT 20, 27 & NOV 3| $150 

Milk Quality 

NOVEMBER 2-4 1 $400 
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my 
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Finding you just the right person! 

HomeShare pail lUl 

VERMONT 863-5625 • HomeShareVermont.org 


LEARN MORE vtc.edu/agricultureinstitute | 802.728.1677 







W hen Shakespeare 
snaps his fingers, 
the characters 
in As You Like 
It fall in love. The condition is 
so instantaneous that, in Lost 
Nation Theater’s production, 
director Kim Bent signals it by 
having the characters freeze 
in eye contact as a gong rings 
and a spotlight blazes with 
flashbulb intensity. Two pairs 
of lovers are smitten in this 
manner, and two love triangles 
are launched. The play's scant 
bit of sorrow is resolved when 

their ways, and the only mel- 
ancholy person you meet is the 
reflective fellow who explains 
how all the world’s a stage. 

Most of the action occurs 
in the idyllic but wild forest 
of Arden, a good place to go if 
you're usurped (Duke Senior, 
exiled by his younger brother 
Frederick), want to run away 
from your imperious older 
brother (courageous Orlando, 
escaping Oliver) or are banished 
from court (Rosalind, by the 
touchy Frederick). Rosalind 
convinces her dear cousin, Celia, 
Frederick’s only child, to join her 
on the run, as well as Touchstone, 
the court clown. They'll need dis- 
guises in the forest, so Celia plans 
to smudge her face and become 
an easy-to-overlook peasant, 
while Rosalind dons men's clothes and 
calls her guy-self Ganymede. 

Before she bolts for the forest, 
Rosalind sees Orlando score an unlikely 
rookie victor)' against the Duke’s previ- 
ously invincible wrestler, a match this 
production stages to great effect. And, 
of course, one look is all it takes for 
Rosalind and Orlando to spin head over 
heels. That look, however, isn’t quite 
long enough for Orlando to figure out 
that the young man he later meets in the 
forest is, in fact, his beloved. The play’s 
central gambit is a disguised Rosalind 
coaxing Orlando to proclaim his stead- 
fast love for a woman he doesn’t realize 
is the person in front of him. 

An offstage peril replaces Oliver's 
hard heart with one that’s swoon-ready, 
and one look at Celia sends him into 
orbit. The attraction is mutual. The 
rustics in the forest, however, struggle 
with love. Hapless shepherd Silvius is 
infatuated with Phoebe, whose eyes 
have popped for Ganymede in another 
hit of Cupid’s arrow. In a parody of 
romance, Touchstone falls in love with 
the dull-witted wench Audrey, who is 



Just One Look 

Theater review: As You Like It, Lost Nation Theater 

BY ALEX BROWN 


also adored by peasant William. It’s up 
to Rosalind to align all the couples in the 

Bent’s approach is tongue-in-cheek; 
the romances here are set off like so 
many fireworks to sparkle for a moment, bring good energy 
in pleasing but not illuminating displays. Orlando, but empht 
The staging is elegant and most of the tachment 
comedy is verbal, 
which allows the 
few physical out- 
bursts to be vigor- 
ous blasts of fun. 

Kathleen Keenan 
wrote the music 
for Shakespeare’s 
several songs in the 
play, sung by Taryn 
Noelle to evoke 
pastoral sweetness. 

Ten actors play 
21 roles. Much of 
the doubling is 
simply expedient, 
but the boldest r 


is the only one you’re getting, but actor 
Christopher Scheer conveys all the nec- 
essary nuances of a last set of lovers in a 
play already stuffed with them. 

Ashley Nease and Gunnar Manchester 
Rosalind and 
wit and de- 
than urgent love. When 
Orlando proclaims 
to Ganymede that 
he’ll die without 
Rosalind, he stands 
like a bright school- 
boy making a sturdy 
pledge, not a true 
lover overwhelmed 
with passion. 
Nease's Rosalind 
has the cool con- 
fidence to dismiss 
his hyperbole but 
then indulges in 
comic giddiness 
when alone with 
the production's Celia. Rolling on the floor and unable 
memorable innovation. All three to contain herself, Nease shows what's 
sides of the Touchstone-Audrey-William funny about infatuation, but not quite 
triangle are put in one actor's hands, what’s glorious about love. 

That hint as to how it's accomplished As Celia, Kate Kenney is a warm 


THE STAGING IS 
ELEGANT AND MOSTOF 
THE COMEDY IS VERBAL, 

1 


and witty sidekick, sweetly 
straining to bring Rosalind 
back from the brink of para- 
lyzing passion. Her intent 
gaze on Rosalind, registering 
everything from shock to glee, 
helps focus the audience on 
the heroine, too. Leighton 
Samuels gives Oliver, the petu- 
lant brother who oppresses 
Orlando, a hint of jealousy; this 
Oliver stops himself to wonder 
why he despises his brother 
so. Once redeemed and in love, 
Oliver is joyously, physically 
released. When he falls flat on 
his back thinking of Celia, he’s 
a picture of rapture. 

The costumes by Shawn 
A. Sturdevant weaken the 
production with tone-deaf 
notions of the characters. The 
mighty wrestler looks ridicu- 
lous in S&M leather pants and 
a mesh top. Celia, who says 
she’ll need to be cautious 
in the forest, is sent out in a 
spaghetti-strap crochet top 
and mule heels. If Rosalind is in 
disguise, it’s as a stylish hottie 
going bar-hopping in Brooklyn, 
a choice that undermines her 
performance. A hodgepodge of 
retro garments for the highborn 
characters communicates only 
irony, while the forest natives 
idiotically have leaves sticking to 
their clothes. 

Set designer Janine Woods 
Thoma crafted just enough rustic plat- 
form structures to focus movement and 
create a sense of place. The magical 
transition from court to forest earned 
applause in its own right on Friday night 
as trees grew and autumn leaves fell. 
Alex Zinovenko's lighting runs a little 
cool for idyllic woods but punctuates the 
moments well. 

In a play about love at first sight, Lost 
Nation’s production tries to earn the 
audience's affection by starting with in- 
tensity and emphasizing the wit and en- 
thusiasm of endearing characters. The 
play is inherently cheerful, and, even if 
Bent and the cast are content to laugh at 
love without exploring it too deeply, As 
YouLikelt is still a true crowd pleaser. ® 

Contact alex@sevendaysvt.com 
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Covert Cantina 

La Puerta Negra, Montpelier by hannah palmer egan 



E ven in broad daylight, the recessed 
black door on the north side of 
Montpelier’s Main Street opens to 
darkness. But when you step into 
the brick stairwell and ascend the narrow 
staircase toward filigree lanterns, the red 
lights guide you to the landing, where a 
host greets you with a smile. Behind her 
stands a bar, trimmed in stained glass, and 
behind that, a black-clad barmaid. She 
furnishes the drinks for La Puerta Negra, 
the new restaurant and lounge-y nightclub 
that opened inside the former Black Door 
Bar & Bistro in early July. 

New owner and Positive Pie co-owner 
Carlo Rovetto kept the old digs mostly 
intact. He seems to have handed control to 
general manager Xavier Jimenez — who, 
along with Knayte Lander, bought Buch 
Spieler Records last spring — and execu- 
tive chef Jean-Luc Matecat. The project 
is separate from Rovetto's several pizza 
joints, and from the RBI Restaurant Group 
that manages them. 

By day and weeknight, La Puerta Negra 
is a Latin American restaurant; on Fridays, 
the third-floor lounge hosts live music. 
Other nights bring comedy and other cul- 

2 From the bar, the dining room spreads 
8 out in nooks and alcoves: a banquette along 
> the wall; clustered tables tucked beneath 
S bricked arches; and 19th-century iron ac- 
g cents that, with salsa and merengue music 
& played at a certain volume, could conjure 
colonial Mexico. 

It’s a charming space, and the restau- 
m rant’s 75 seats have been full nearly every 
g night since it opened. So full, in fact, that 
2 management had to remove several tables 
to lessen the glut. 

Jj That probably explains why the wait- 
° staff — some of whom seem a bit clueless 
about the basic logistics of eating out — are 
eager to take drink orders the moment 
5 you're seated, but liable to go AWOL 
2 for whole half hours. Luckily, there are 
g enough servers that someone is always 
v available should you need another round. 
Jimenez stocks his bar with a handful 
of beers — not Vermont's usual flagships 
or many big IPAs. These might include 


sours from Hermit Thrush Brewer)', pale 
ales from Maine’s Oxbow brewery or Hill 
Farmstead Brewery’s creamy, sea-black 
Baltic porter, along with several specialty 
bottles. 

But in keeping with the venue’s 
Prohibition-era vibe, the bar revolves 
around harder stuff. Its 60-odd bottles 
of mezcal and tequila represent one of 


Vermont’s finest agave collections, and 
Jimenez puts tropical New World spirits 
to work on his cocktail list. 

Sipped on the deck in the light of a 
setting sun, the house margarita was a 
slow-burning tart of a cocktail, all lime 
and cactus, sweetened with a touch of 
raw sugar. But I was more taken with the 
sweeter Fuego marg’s habanero singe. 


| Pirates may prefer the Puesta del Sol, 
g a rummy take on the tequila sunrise, with 
jj pineapple, citrus and a pink splash of 
| pomegranate. 

£ The pisco sour was conspicuously 
5 absent from the list (I asked for it, to no 
| avail). But pisco — Peru’s tetchy grape 
” distillate — appeared in the juicy, vaguely 
herbal Pisco Passion, while Brazilian 
cane-sugar cachaga stiffened a tart, dry 
Caipirinha. 

Poured into cups brimming with ice, 
these drinks go down quickly. But at 
$8-12, it seemed worthwhile to drink more 
than one. You would if you were in Latin 
America, and comparable craft cocktails 
often fetch $15 or more elsewhere in 
Vermont. 

After leaving the Inn at Weathersfield 
last year, Matecat kind of fell off the map 
for a while. In Montpelier, he has moved 
away from the inn’s formal, composed 
cuisine and embraced the free-form Latin 
American style, in which plates are not so 
much styled as piled. 

That works in the case of chilaquiles, 
a homespun Mexican dish that soaks 
yesterday's corn tortillas in mole or chili 
with cheese and whatever else. Matecat’s 
green version came smothered in a verdant 
tomatillo salsa with ripe avocado, black 
beans and a yolky farm egg. The dish was 
humble and comforting and succeeded 
precisely because of its lack of fuss. 

In fact, many La Puerta Negra stand- 
outs are streamlined and simple. 

One night, our yucca fries, served with 
lustrous, chipotle-tinged aioli, were so 
starched and crisp outside, and so smooth 
and creamy inside, that it seemed they’d 
been breaded before frying. Nice touch, I 
thought, somewhat incredulous at the as- 
sumed embellishment But no, the “bread- 
ing" was all technique. Matecat soft-boiled 
the roots, then fried them until the wetted 
starches congealed into a brittle crust, 
giving uncommon sheen to the common 

A tumble of squid Veracruz — served 
over aioli with pickled chiles and red 
pepper soffito — owed its crispiness to a 
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Ave Maria’s 

DOWNTOWN BARRE GETS A 

Eighteen months ago, 
when dustin poitras teamed 
up with local baker peter 
surridge to sell bagels whole- 
sale, he stayed local. Besides 
making weekly appearances 

at the BARRE FARMERS MARKET, 

Poitras delivered his New 
York-style rounds to Barre's 

CENTRAL MARKET, TROW HILL 
GROCERY and ESPRESSO BUENO, 

among others. 

Before long, Poitras and 
Surridge — a new England 

CULINARY INSTITUTE grad — 

were baking 60 to 70 dozen 
bagels a week in more than 
15 flavors. When maria’s 
bagels opens at 162 North 
Main Street in Barre during 
the week of October 3 (the 
date depends on equipment 
arrival), the shop will offer 
those bagels in breakfast 
sandwiches or slathered with 
sweet and savory Vermont 
cream cheeses. Drip coffee 
will come from Vermont 

COFFEE COMPANY and SPEEDER & 

The shop will also serve 
lunch sandwiches and two or 
three housemade, seasonal 
soups. They’ll start with 


meats from mckenzie country 
classics and other suppliers, 
but Poitras plans to start 
roasting deli meats and 
curing lox in-house once the 
shop settles into business. 

Maria’s bagels differ from 
many other boiled rounds in 
that Poitras and Surridge not 
only roll the bagels, but also 
blend the toppings into the 
batter. In addition to standard 
flavors such as everything, 
poppy seed, sesame and 
cinnamon raisin, Maria's offers 
rarer choices such as blueberry 
and seasonal specials — look 
for pumpkin bagels soon. 

Though Poitras plans 
to continue growing the 
wholesale business, the Barre 
native says his plan revolved 
around a retail shop from the 
beginning. “My dream was 
always the storefront," he 
says, adding that he’s wanted 
to bring a business to Main 
Street for years. “That was 
the whole purpose of starting 
this venture.” 

Downtown Barre — which 
has been plagued with empty 
storefronts for decades 
— seems to be “filling up,” 
Poitras notes. “High hopes.” 

— H.P.E. 


Garden Fresh 

NEW LOCAVORE RESTAURANT 
OPENS AT BURLINGTON 
HOSPITAL 

Most hospitals wouldn’t 
inspire a visit from a food 
luminary. Yet in April 2014, 


Chez Panisse owner and 
slow-food pioneer Alice 
Waters visited the university 

OF VERMONT MEDICAL CENTER tO 

see its food service at work. 
During the tour, director 
of nutrition services diane 
imrie previewed work on 
a groundbreaking new 
restaurant in the Garden 


Pavilion, adjacent to the 
hospital’s rooftop gardens. 
Last week, the garden atrium 
finally opened. 

A vegetal theme pervades 
the wood-paneled space, 
which opens onto the 
gardens that provide daily 
specials to the restaurant. 
Recent ones have included 
pepper sauces made from 
house-grown produce, and 
dishes featuring the garden’s 
kale, chard and herbs. 

Executive chef richard 
jarmusz has created the 
hospital’s most diverse 
menu to date, relying on 100 
percent local dairy, meat and 
poultry. At breakfast, that 
means pain perdu (identified 
on the menu as “lost bread”) 
made from butternut challah 
and served with local honey, 
seasonal berries and a molten 
custard incorporating ricotta 
from Tunbridge’s mountain 

At lunch, braised pork 
sliders and other fleshy 
features come from black 
river meats. “We’re really ex- 


panding so we can use more 
different cuts,” Imrie says of 
adding the bigger producer 
to smaller longtime partners 

such as VERMONTFAMILY FARMS 

and chicken supplier maple 


re small plates 
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LOCALLY SOURCED BEEF 
FROM GREEN PASTURES 
MEATS IN NEW HAVEN 


Vermont ’s Iconic steakhouse , IU v 

26 Seymour Street | Middlebury | 802.388.7166 | fireandicerestaurant.' 


We are a bakery with 
a passion for local , 
eclectic, handmade 
doughnuts We are 
open TUesday-Sunday. 


Visit our website at 
thedoughnut dilemma.i 
or give us a call at 
802.540.8388 
to order today. 


We deliver! 


ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL 


FUN & GAMES UNDER OUR PAVILION 

Pony Rides, Face Painting, Food Vendors & More 
Sunday Fun - The Big Blue Trunk 3.5 mile Corn Maze 


FALL HARVEST 

VT Apples & Cider 

Winter Squash, Gourds, Pie Pumpkins, 
Indian Com, Corn Stalks & More! 


HAYRIDES TO THE 
PUMPKIN PATCH! 

to Pick Your Own 
Weekends thru October 18th 
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ENJOY FROM OUR BAKERY 

APPLE CIDER DONUTS, SUGAR COOKIES, 802.655.3440 


SamMazzaFarms.com : 277 Lavigne Rd : Colchester : Vermont f 
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TOSTADA.WHIGHWAS 

THE CROWN JEWEL 
OF MY TWO VISITS. 


quick crusting of masa harina. Though a 
tad chewy, the squid’s flavor was good. 

Other successes emerged in the de- 
tails: tortilla chips that shattered in clean, 
crunchy lines; spot-on guacamole mashed 
moments before it hit the table; smooth, 
rust-brown mole that filled the room with 
its peppery, cocoa-rich bouquet. 

Matecat’s grilled corn on the cob was 
an able proxy for the typical ears served in 
plazas and bus stops throughout Central 
and South America. Its explosive, sweet 


kernels were mere punctuation for the 
slathered sour crema, crumbled queso 
bianco, and smoky scattering of sumac and 
Aleppo pepper. 

The corn’s many accoutrements made 
for sloppy, finger-licking fun, but else- 
where on the menu, sauces, creams, chiles 
and herbs overwhelmed the chef’s me- 
ticulous attention to craft and alchemical 
flavor assemblages. 

In his update of the traditional Mexican 
pit-roasted chicken pibil, Matecat braised 
bone-in thighs in sour orange and veg- 
etables to a delicate tang. But, buried in 
beans, crema and peppy pico de gallo, 
the meat could have been the same basic 
grilled chicken found in trendy cantinas 
from Boston to Atlanta. In the tacos al 
pastor, hearty hunks of grilled pineapple, 
sweet roasted onions and heaps of cilantro 
railroaded the thin-shaved, chile-mari- 
nated pork. 

For the tacos de lengua, the chef 
soaked the beef tongue in strong onion 




marinade, then smoked and braised the 
meat before dicing it for tacos. There are 
many ways to showcase tongue’s springy, 
smooth-muscled texture, but the chunky 
dice didn't fit in — even in the company 
of julienned radishes, sweet onion, chiles 
and salsa verde. 

This is not to say the tacos weren't 
tasty — all were better than most of 
their ilk in Vermont. Matecat uses high- 
end, GMO- and antibiotic-free New 
England meats (sourcing closer to home 
would blow the restaurant’s price point, 
which lists apps between $5 and $12 
and entrees from $15 to $20), and the 
fine ingredients give the menu a sturdy 
backbone. But since this chef — who is 
widely recognized for his talent and cu- 
linary ambition — spends days on elabo- 
rate, multistep preparations, it would be 
nice to hear his voice, as it were, louder 
and clearer. 

Then again, maybe the kitchen is al- 
ready headed in that direction, testing po- 
tential new dishes as specials. “Specials? 
Oh, yeah!” chirped our waitress when I 
asked about menu additions. My prying 
produced a tamarind-braised beef-shank 
tostada, which was the crown jewel of 
my two visits. Perched on a crunchy tor- 
tilla over velvety refried beans, the tama- 
rind’s fruity molasses funk enlivened 
the beef, flooding the senses with roasty 
Latin love. The poblano-tomatillo relish 
and bits of white cheese only elevated 
the dish. 

In this age of gastropubs and fast- 
casual chains, few restaurants dare to ask 
diners along for an experience. But with 
its steep, tunneled entry, bricked interior 
and back deck offering voyeuristic views 
into the upstairs apartment, La Puerta 
Negra seems poised to treat its guests 
to a transpotative dinner charade. It 
certainly does so in the intimate upstairs 
lounge, where live jazz takes on Latin 



beats, drinks taste stronger and laughs 
come easier, several stories above the 
sleepy nighttime streets. 

But the restaurant, with its bubbly staff 
who may forget portions of your order, 
hasn't quite mastered the loose, conspira- 
torial hush that defines speakeasy dining. 
Then again, maybe the place is only now 
growing into itself, just three months in 
business. 

Last week, as my tablemates sipped 
an elegant imperial brown ale from Foley 
Brothers Brewing at meal's end, and the 
restaurant emptied around us, the ser- 
vice felt smoother and more refined than 
earlier in the evening. In the post-sunset 
quiet we savored tart, candied spoon- 
fuls of passionfruit mousse, calmed by a 
touch of mint chiffonade and barely sweet 
whipped cream. 

How often do you have passionfruit ? I 
asked myself, swirling the silken cream 
around my tongue. Not nearly often 
enough, my dessert seemed to reply, with 
a snicker. © 

Contact: hannah@sevendaysvt.com 
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HELD OVER! 


LANDLORD OK’S ONE MORE WEEKEND! 


AFTER THAT, “NO MORE EXTENSIONS! GET OUT!” 

OPENS FRIDAY A SATURDAYS 10 - 0 
FINAL SIX HOURS SUNDAYS 11 - S 


Tempo Home Furnishings in Essex Must then Vacate this Building! 



This Building 
Ordered Cleared! 

FINAL 22 HOURS!! 
Solid Cherry & Premium 
Upholstered Furniture is 
Going at CERTIFIED 
REDUCTIONS OF 



Over $200,000 
in premium 
merchandise 
remains unsold! 


$100 and $200 
Discount 
Coupons are 
Being Handed 
Out at Tempo! 


30 % to 65 

OFF! H 

“We would rather sell this 
furniture than move it! 
Further reductions in 
every department! 
Bring your trailer, pickup, 
or van to maximize 
. your savings!” 

DICK MATHESON 



HOME FURNISHINGS 


51 Center Road 
in Essex, Vermont 


On Route 15 Past the Outlet Stores 


SEEOURDOORBUSTERS^Jwww^TempoDoorbusters^com 





Indian Summer 

Bouffez Montreal: Little India by alice levitt 


Y ou’ll know just where you are 
as you exit the metro at Station 
Fabre. The women with bindis, 
accompanied by men in turbans, 
make it clear this is India. Little India, to 
be exact, part of Montreal's Park Extension 
neighborhood. 

Once you’ve ascended to street level, 
the waft of spices hits you — particularly 
on an unseasonably warm day, a literal 
Indian summer. It's hard to miss the sari 
shop — sometimes two — on every block. 
Park Extension is the most ethnically 
diverse and densely populated section of 
Montreal, says Melissa Simard of 'Round 
Table Tours, my guide on this expedition. 
For 60 percent of the population here, the 
first language is neither French nor English 
but a tongue native to India, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka or Bangladesh. 

I connected with Simard through the 
Montreal tourism board, whose staffers 
heartily recommended her expertise in 
all things culinary'. The McGill University 
alum has run ’Round Table Tours since 
2012, when she’s not cooking in a restaurant 
kitchen or catering. An expert in history 
as well as food, she’s well informed on ail 
aspects of culinary' Montreal and seems to 
know everybody. When Simard takes groups 
around Chinatown, she introduces them to 
the neighborhood’s famous Dragon Beard 
candy man, Johnny Chin — with whose son 
she used to live, she notes in passing. 

Simard has run tours devoted to Iberian 
tapas, Jewish bagel shops and delis, and 
ecologically focused food businesses such 
as rooftop gardens. Upcoming outings will 
introduce tourists to pioneering women 
in Montreal food, chocolatiers and tast- 
ings with a tea sommelier. When she’s not 
making new friends (the woman is quick 
with a hug), Simard is working on a culi- 
nary guidebook with Montreal food writer 
Amie Watson. 

When I requested a Little India jaunt, 
Simard was happy to create one — and 
said she would likely put it on her regular 
roster. On a recent Saturday, she shared the 
sights and smells of Little India with some 
Vermonters. 

India’s Oven 


In the 1960s and 70s, Greeks working in 
the fur trade predominantly inhabited 
Park Extension. Little by little, those 
immigrants began relocating to the 
suburbs, leaving room for the South Asian 
population that subsequently moved in. 




At our first stop, Simard introduced 
me to Eleni Tsakiris, who straddles both 
those worlds. The Athens native owns a 
Punjabi restaurant called India's Oven. 
Opened in 2007, the restaurant has earned 
a reputation for making some of the city's 
best north Indian cuisine, thanks to chef 
Gurwinder Singh. 

Simard ordered a few key items that 
she thinks best represent the restaurant. 
Fish pakoras were saffron-orange and fla- 
vored with a marinade of yogurt, garlic and 
ginger, as well as a smattering of cracked 
pepper. Filled with moist, white fish, they 
were about as light as a fried food can be, 
and were accompanied with shredded 
daikon, a tangy turmeric sauce and a deep- 
green mint chutney. 

Malai kofta consisted of paneer balls 
thatmelted the momenttheyhitmy tongue, 
served in an ultra-rich sauce that tasted 
more European than subcontinental. 

“Me, I cannot live withoutyou tastingthe 
butter chicken," said Tsakiris, arriving at die 
table with an extra treat Her restaurant s 


version of the dish is reputed to be the best 
in Montreal, with a clear British influence. 
The strips of chicken were tender, and the 
deep-orange sauce was as indulgent as the 
malai kofta’s. But we didn’t eat too much of 
anything we were offered here, even the ex- 
ceptionally flaky naan. We had to save room 
for three more stops. 

Indian Curry House 

indlancurryhouse.ca 

After the creamy crush of Anglicized 
Punjabi fare, some lighter breakfast dishes 
provided a cleansing fire. Rajni and Rajesh 
Chopra, owners of Indian Curry House, 
hail from Punjab themselves. But since 
opening their restaurant in 1995, they said, 
they’ve noticed a demand for South Indian 
specialties such as dosas and idli that are 
difficult to find in the city. 

Even today, Montreal has only one 
exclusively South Indian eatery: Thanjai 
Restaurant in the Cote-des-Neiges neigh- 
borhood. At Indian Curry House, the 
Chopras split the difference, offering the 
southern cuisines of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh alongside northern dishes. 

We came for a plate from each region. 
Chana bhatura, from the north, filled one 
thali dish. The chana, or chickpeas, were 
stewed in a lightly spiced, tomato-based 
sauce, then covered in raw onions and ci- 
lantro. They came with two pieces of bha- 
tura, a fried, dimpled flatbread that looked 
and tasted like a less inflated poori. On the 



side, a small lettuce salad was enlivened 
with achar, or Indian pickles, dominated 
in this case by carrots. 

On the plate representing the south, 
the crispy fermented-rice crepe known 
as a dosa, was rolled around aloo masala, 
bright-yellow potatoes dotted with mus- 
tard seeds. The lentil stew called sambar 
was more watery than spicy, but a smooth 
coconut chutney and a cool green one 
combining mint and cilantro supplied 
more than enough flavor. We walked to our 
next destination with our lips burning. 




Little India is filled with Pakistani natives, 
yet 786 Halal is the only restaurant there 
that devotes itself solely to the cuisine 
of India’s neighbor. That’s evident 
from its name, reflecting the nation’s 
Muslim majority. The number 786 is 
the numerological representation of 
"Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim," an Arabic 
phrase roughly meaning “In the name of 
God, the most gracious, the most merciful." 

Muslims believe the number brings 
great luck, explained 786 manager Musa 
Junaidi: “They look for a 786 model when 
they buy a car and play it in the lottery.” 
Downstairs from the restaurant, a grocery 


food+drink 




called Marche 786 keeps customers extra 
lucky with uncommonly sweet Pakistani 
mangoes. 

The restaurant occupies a space that 
was once a Greek seafood restaurant, and 
the bathrooms still have portholes on the 
doors. But the food is pure Pakistan. Curries 
are available with chicken, lamb or veal — 
unlike Hindus, Muslims have no prohibi- 
tion against eating the flesh of cows. 

The restaurant uses veal because it’s 
more tender than beef, Junaidi said. We 
tried aboneless-lamb curry. Red and green 
chiles lent their heat to the moist morsels 
of meat, which were mixed and topped 
with matchsticks of ginger for an extra 
punch. It was an exceptionally complex 
stew, served with ghee-brushed, nigella- 
speckled naan. 

But barbecued whole animals are 786’s 
calling card. Whole chickens called charga 
are marinated much like tandoori chicken, 
but also crisped in the flyer. Tilapia gets 
a similar treatment. The whole fish came 
to the table red with turmeric and chile 
powder rubbed into its crosshatched flesh. 


A lemon slice was tucked beneath the gills. 
Squeezing it over the moist, crisp-skinned 
fish yielded an unfamiliar dish that some- 
how still tasted like home. 


Malhi Sweets 



Punjabi farmer Gurnam Singh Malhi came 
to Montreal for a better life in 1992. He 
studied Indian sweet making with a friend 
of his father's in Toronto before opening 
Malhi Sweets in 1996. Within two years, 
however, savory flavors had replaced his 
sweet barfi and jalebi treats. “Sweets come 
once in a while. People eat food two times 
a day," Malhi pointed out 

And his food is exceptionally fresh. His 
wife, Gagan Deep Malhi, prepares a menu 
of curries, biryani and street snacks using 
chiles grown and roasted in their yard. A 
$3.50 chana samosa plate offered far more 
than the fried appeal of its central potato- 
and-pea pie. The samosa was barely 
visible beneath an avalanche of spiced 
chickpeas, achar, tamarind chutney and 
chopped onions and herbs. With each bite 
delivering a whole new flavor, it was fresh 
snacking at its finest. 

Diverging sharply from his restaurant’s 
original concept, most days Malhi offers 
only one dessert: a gulab jamun, which he 
said is the foundation for all Indian sweets. 
His version is particularly simple, just 
a single deep-fried ball made from milk 
solids, resting in a puddle of sugar water 
in a silver dish. It lacked the florals and 
spices that usually characterize this sweet. 
“Rosewater is like makeup and perfume," 
Malhi explained. “I want natural beauty.’’ 

An array of sweets won’t be return- 
ing to Malhi Sweets anytime soon. “They 
would smell very quickly of onion and 
garlic in our kitchen," Malhi said with a 
shrug. At his restaurant, a powerful dose 
of aromatic spice is sweet enough. © 

Contact: alice@sevendaysvt.com 




13th Annual 


Cityd Harvest 


Market Festival 

Onion River Co-op 
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Sunday, October 4 

NOOtl - 4pri 

MevioriaL Awditoriuvi 

Free Samples • 45+ Local Producers 
Live Music & Kids’ Activities 

www. wlyviarKet. ooop/harvesT 


Harvest 

{tun % walk 


Sunday 

OGt 4 

intervale 

Center 


tor Sustainability 




food+drink 



ARISTELLE 


Bra Fitting & Fine Lingerie 


Aristelle.com 
61 Church Street 
802-497-3913 



nsiDEdishes 
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and entrees, which 
get no pricier than the 
Southwestern Salad 
and New England Fish 
Cakes, at $6.75 each. 
The apps include carrot 
fritters served with 
greens that are tossed in 
cranberry vinaigrette, 
and seasonal Iocavore 
meat-and-cheese plates. 

In the summer and 
early fall, such produce 
is plentiful, but what 
will happen when the 
chill sets in? Imrie says 
the Garden Atrium 
will likely close for its 
first winter. But in the 
spring and years to 
come, the restaurant 
will rely on a new deal 

with JERICHO SETTLERS 

farm. “We helped them 
build a biomass-heated 
green house,” Imrie 
says. ‘We’re going 
to be their prime 
customer for winter 
supply, which extends 
the season for us.” In 
total, 50 percent of 
the produce served 
at the restaurant will 
be certified organic, 
not including food 
from farms without 
certification. 

Garden Atrium’s 
attractions go beyond 
the ingredients, Imrie 
emphasizes. All food is 
cooked to order, and a 
GPS tracker allows staff 
to bring the finished 
meals straight to 
customers. “It’s really 
intended for families 
who are under stress,” 
she says. 

And that peaceful 
vibe no doubt will also 
appeal to diners who 
come simply to enjoy 
the local bounty in an 
unexpected setting. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
Skiers searching the 
Mad River Valley for 
creative pizza with local 
ingredients will soon 
be more than satisfied. 
Waterbury’s the blue 
stone will open a second 
location in Waitsfield in 
December. “It’s going 
to be a really aggressive 
push,” co-owner vinny 
petrarca says of renovat- 
ing the space in time for 
ski season. The historic 
building at 5351 Main 
Street most recently held 
Akes’ Den. 

Don’t look for 
Petrarca and co-owner 
chris fish to reinvent the 
Stone. The two restau- 
rants will share menus 
and staff, Petrarca says. 
Translation: more of the 
same for Waitsfield locals 


With the recent approval 
of its second-class liquor 
license, Barre’s morse 
block deli added beers- 
to-go to its roster last 


Owner dustin smith 
now fills growlers from 
four taplines: Current 
drafts include zero 

GRAVITY CRAFT BREWERY’S 

Conehead IPA, Oakshire 
Brewing’s Overcast 
Espresso Stout, rock 
art brewery’s Limited 
Access Double IPA, and 
cranberry kombucha 
from aqua vitea. Smith 
has also expanded his 
bottle-and-can inven- 
tories with brews from 

14TH STAR BREWING, LOST 

nation brewing, and other 
regional and interna- 
tional breweries. 

Going forward, 

Smith hopes to focus 
on hard-to-find and 
specialty beers — he’s 
already stocking Belgian 
sours such as Cuvee des 
Jacobins Rouge — and 
to feature small-batch 
drafts that can’t be found 
in bottles or cans. 

— H.P.E. 


CONNECT 



— A.L. 





FLYHMTi\ .o,g 


10/1 TH VSO MADE IN VT 


JULIE FOWLIS 

Lyndonville 


UVM Recital Hall 

BURL. EDIBLE 

10/10 SA 

BURL. CHAMBER 

HISTORY TOUR 


ORCHESTRA 

Outside of ECHO (10/1-10) 


UVM Recital Hall 

ALUMNI PIE 

10/15 TH 

LOREENA MCKENNITT 

Main St. Landing (10/1-10) 

MainStage 

10/2 FR VSO MADE IN VT 


National Theatre Live 

Bellows Falls 


HAMLET 

QUEEN CITY 


Palace 9 Cinemas 

GHOST WALK 

10/16 FR 

BRIAN REGAN 

Burlington (10/2-31) 


MainStage 

THE DEATH OF 


LISE DE LA SALLE 

ROSIE CALLAGHAN 


UVM Recital Hall 

The Off Center (10/2-11) 

10/19 M0 

DAVID SEDARIS 

10/3 SA LUCKY PLUSH 


MainStage 

Flynn MainStage 


MODEST MOUSE 

VSO MADE IN VT 


Memorial Auditorium 

Randolph 

10/20 TU 

MENOPAUSE THE 

10/4 SU RED KITE, 


MUSICAL 

BROWN BOX 


MainStage 

Hoehl Studio at Flynn 

10/22 TH Broadway National Tour 

SHEN YUN 


BULLETS OVER 

SYMPHONY 


BROADWAY 

ORCHESTRA 


MainStage 

Flynn MainStage 

10/23 FR 

HENRY BUTLER WITH 

VSO MADE IN VT 


STEVEN BERNSTEIN 

St. Albans 


& THE HOT 9 

10/5 M0 DAVE CHAPPELLE 


MainStage 

MainStage 


HEATHER MALONEY 

10/7 WE ARLO GUTHRIE 


UVM Recital Hall 

Alice's RestaurantToui 

10/24 SA 

VSO MASTERWORKS 

MainStage 


Flynn MainStage 

VT STAGE: TRIBES 

10/26 M0 JOHN MULANEY 

FlynnSpace (10/7-25) 


Flynn MainStage 

10/8 TH LYLE LOVETT 

10/29TH 

DORRANCE DANCE 

AND JOHN HIATT 


Flynn MainStage 

MainStage 

10/30 FR 

KATHY GRIFFIN 

NANO STERN 


MainStage 

UVM Recital Hall 


SHANGHAI QUARTET 

10/9 FR THE VT MOTH 


UVM Recital Hall 

GRANDSLAM 1 

MainStage 

10/31 SA 

VCME: FREVO 

FlynnSpace 

ON SALE & COMING SOON 


Bo Burnham • Joe Bonamassa • Warren Miller • 

• Lyric's While Christmas & Mary Poppies • V SO • VYOA 


802-86-FLYNN | 153 Main St., Burlington 


NOW SERVING 24 LOCAL BEERS ON TAP! 


CHECK OUT OUR GREAT 
NIGHTLY SPECIALS! 

Food Specials Start at 5 PM: Dine-fn Only 

MARGARITA MONDAY 

$6 Margaritas 8 Half-Off all appetizers 

MARTINI TUESDAY 

$5 Martinis 8 $5 Shrimp Cocktail 

WHISKEY WEDNESDAY 

S5 Whiskey cocktail 8 $5 Jr. Whiskey Burger 

WING THURSDAY 

54 VT Draft 8 Half-Off Wings 

CHILI SUNDAY 

$5 Chili Bowl, $4 Chili Dog 8 $2.50 Domestic Bottles 






TRIBES' 


calendar 
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WED. 30 


agriculture 

ON-FARM WORKSHOP: FALL FEED INVENTORY & 
LAND IMPROVEMENTS: A certified organic farm 


l. $10. Info, 410-474-9251 
WAGON RIDE WEDNESDAYS: Giddyap! Visitors 

Museum. Woodstock, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. $4-14: free for 
kids under 3. Info. 457-2355. 

fairs & festivals 

FESTIVAL OF TIBETAN ARTS & CULTURE OF THE 

an ongoing celebration of traditional art dance, 
music and culture. See mountainlake.org for deta 
Various Plattsburgh locations, N.Y. Prices vary. Ini 
518-553-9770. 

film 

DILLER SCOFIDIO + RENFRO: REIMAGINING 
LINCOLN CENTER AND THE HIGH LINE 1 : This 2012 

City Arts and University of Vermont’s Architecture 
+ Design Film 5eries. profiles an architecture and 


List your upcoming event here for free! 


))] CALENDAR EVENTS IN SEVEN DAYS : 

LISTINGS AND SPOTLIGHTS ARE WRITTEN BY KRISTEN RAVIN. S 
1ST AND OTHER FACTORS. CLASSES Af* 


L os Angeles-based actor Dale Dymkoski has 
a lot in common with Billy, the character he 
portrays in Vermont Stage's season-opening 
production of Tribes. Dymkoski was born with 
severe hearing loss and Billy was born deaf; neither 
learned sign language as a child. For fictional Billy, 
that means existing on the periphery of his clan's 
dynamics, isolated by the language barrier, until 
he meets a young woman who helps him find his 
own voice. Performers in this Nina Raine-written 
comedic drama use both English and American Sign 
Language to tell a story that the New Yorker calls "ai 
much about the tyranny of language as it is about 
the misery of not being able to hear it." 






A POCKET CHATAUQUA' 


Up Close & 
Personal 

You don't have to dole out big 
bucks at a major theater to see live 
entertainment this weekend. A Pocket 
Chatauqua is a vaudeville-style variety 
show performed in a small, intimate 
setting where audience members’ 
smiles might fill the unamplified 
room. “All five of this evening’s 
artists are quite comfortable 
performing in very big halls,” says 
co-organizer Tim Jennings. “But 
there’s ... a kind of connection you 
can only get when your audience 
is literally close enough to touch.” 
Jennings and Leanne Ponder, both 
seasoned storytellers, host this 
country cabaret, featuring Modern 
Times Theater’s Rose Friedman 
and Justin Lander (pictured) 
and Marcel Marceau-trained 
mime Rob Mermin. 


Wildflower 

Ana Egge counts Lucinda Williams, Steve 
Earle and Shawn Colvin among her fans. A singer, 
songwriter and guitar player raised in small- 
North Dakota, Egge is now based in New York 
City and kicking ass in the folic world. This 
might seem like an oxymoron, but what else 
can one say about a songstress 
recently pegged to tour with 
Ani DiFranco? For her latest 
album, 2015’s Bright Shadow, 

Egge harks back to her time 
in her high school bluegrass 
band, recruiting the Stray Birds 
tor instrumental and vocal 
backup. Now joined by Alex 
Hargreaves on fiddle and 
David Moss on cello, Egge 
takes die stage at the Ripton 
Community House as part of a 
nonprofit concert 

ANA EGGE ACOUSTIC TRIO 


Eater’s 
Digest 

Whether you're a food 
industry professional 
or just plain curious 
about the kitchen, you’re 
welcome at the Vermont 
Fermentation Festival. 

This third annual health- 
food hub encourages cooks 
of all ability levels to eat 
and preserve farm-fresh 
fare through fermentation. 
Health nuts can get 
hands-on at workshops 
for making cultured 
cheeses, fruit juices, kombucha, kefir and other good-for- 
the-gut edibles, or sit back and take notes on the nutritional 
advantages of intestinal flora. Tips and treats from vendors 
such as Rhapsody Natural Foods, Aqua Vitea Kombucha and 
Real Pickles, and a keynote speech by storyteller and apple 
farmer Eliza Greenman round out this probiotic party. 

VERMONT FERMENTATION FESTIVAL 
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LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 



27th Annual 

VERMONT 



SHEEP & WOOL FEStIVaL 

October 3 & 4, 2015 

Tunbridge Fairgrounds 
Tunbridge, VT 

vtsheepandwoolfest.org 



presents 


October 

AT BURLINGTON 


THU 1 JENNIFER MCMAHON: 



THU 15 HOWARD FRANK MOSHER: 
7PM GOD'S KINGDOM 



THU 22 ARCHER MAYOR: 

7PM THE COMPANY SHE KEPT 



SAT 24 ANDREA CHESMAN: THE BACKYARD 
2PM HOMESTEAD BOOK OF KITCHEN 



i i-. ! ji] A 



calendar 




FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT 5 




FRANCESCA 

BLANCHARD 

SATURDAV, 
OCTOBER 3, 

8 PM 

Artfully crafted songs 
that blend the emotional 
intimacy of Eva Cassidy 
with the French 
chic of Fran 5 ois Hardy. 

“Best vocalist of 2015. 
A profound, mature talent. 
She may be young, but has 
an old soul.” — Seven Days 


122 Hourglass Dr., Stowe • 760-4634 • SprucePeabArts.org 


INAUGURAL KILLINGTON OKTDBERFEST 

OCTOBER 9 th - 11™ I SNOW SUED LODGE. KILLINGTON RESORT 


1 

f 

sic 


STEIN HOISTING ■ KEG BOWLING 
LIVE MUSIC ■ BAVARIAN FOOD ■ BIER 


KILLINGTON FREE ADMISSION 

1KT0BERFEST VIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
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UxMTHEATRE 

Presents 

Oct. 1-3 & 

Oct. 8-11 "iTCi! 


An Ordinary Man... . 
An Extraordinary 
'Adventure 

Tickets/Information 

802 - 656-2094 

WWW.UVMTHEATRE.PRG 


THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BAND 


Concert Band 

eS- 

Singing Sergeants 

FREE CONCERT!^ 

Saturday, Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. 

Burlington Memorial Auditorium 

250 Main St. 
Burlington, VT 05401 

For FREE Tickets, please visit: 

www.brownpapeitickets.com SEARCH: Burlington 
http ://usafbandinburlington.brownpapertickets. com 


FRF.F. Admission ★ Tickets are required 
★ No reserved seats 

Seats released to non-ticket holders 15 minutes before performance 


www.usafband.af.mil 


HANDS-ON GLASSBLOWING PROJECTS & 
CLASSES: SUNCATCHER: Aspiring artisans ages 



SATURDAY STORY TIME: Families gather for imagi- 



A VISIT FROM CURIOUS GEORGE: The inquisitive 



Free. Info, 855-8078. 


montreal 

THE ADVENTURES OF A BLACK GIRL IN SEARCH OF 



outdoors 

CAMEL'S HUMP HIKE: A seven-mile trek along the 




244-7103. 


CORN MAZE & HAYRIOES: Families celebrate the 




THE MAGIC OF BIRD MIGRATION: A live-action role- 









LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT it 



SUN.4 


activism 

GLOBAL MARCH FOR ELEPHANTS & RHINOS: 



COMMUNITY MINDFULNESS WITH THE CENTER 
FOR MIND FULLEARNING: Peaceful people gather 



crafts 

MAKE-YOUR-OWN GLASS BLOWING: See SAT.3. 


dance 

BALKAN FOLK DANCING: Louise Brill and friends 



SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING: See WED.30. 




QUEEN CITY GHOSTWALK: TOMBSTONE 
SHADOWS: Paranormal historian Thea Lewis leads 



WISDOM FIRE: See SAT.3. 


fairs & festivals 

AUTUMN ON THE GREEN: More than 100 vendors 



Info, 684-2528. 



games 

SHRINERS SUPER BINGO: Players with Five in a row 




language 


DIMANCHES FRENCH CONVERSATION: Parlez-vous 




WWW.CRAFTPRODUCERS.COM 


Oktobcrfcst! 

A weekend of active fun, 

Oct 3-4 

Saturday: 

Singletrack Shootdown Biathlon Race & Clinic, 9 am 

Run or mountain bike and shoot - all ages and abilities! 

Oktoberfest Local Dinner, 6 : 30 pm 

Beer! Schnitzel! Sausages of all varieties! A local feast 
from our VT Fresh Network Dining Hall. 

Sunday: 

Checkpoint Challenge, 930am 

4 person team obstacle course racing. 



calendar 




Seeking Smokers Age 18+ 


who are not currently 
interested in quitting smoking: 


• Women ages 18-44 
• People with depression or anxiety 
• People who are maintained 
on methadone or buprenorphine 

If you think you might be eligible, call 
656-0392 or go to go.uvm.edu/recruitment 




1ST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT ! 


music 

MAO RIVER CHORALE OPEN REHEARSAL: The com- 



outdoors 

WE WALK WEEK: See SAT.3. 


sports 

PICKUP PICKLEBALL: Athletes or all ages get their 





EDUCATION ENRICHMENT FOR EVERYONE: FALL 



VERMONT ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY: BLACK 



words 

INTENSIVE WRITING WORKSHOP: Intermediate 



MUST-READ MONDAYS: A word-loving group I 



SHAPE & SHARE LIFE STORIES: Prompts from 



TUE.6 


agriculture 





OPEN STUDIO FIGURE DRAWING: Adults and teens 



community 

FEAST TOGETHER OR FEAST TO GO: See FRI.2. 
TUESDAY VOLUNTEER NIGHTS: Helping hands pitch 





fairs & festivals 

FESTIVAL OF TIBETAN ARTS & CULTURE OF THE 
ADIRONDACK COAST: See WED.30. 


film 






KNIGHTS OF THE MYSTIC MOVIE CLUB: Cinema 



WINOTCHKA': Opposites attract In this 1939 



food & drink 


OLD NORTH END FARMERS MARKET: Locavores 




Howard Center presents 

MORE THAN 

FALL 

SERIES 

UNDERSTANDING 
DEPRESSION AND 
ITS TREATMENT 

OCTOBER 7, 2015 

6:00 pm -7:30 pm 
DEALER.COM 

1 HOWARD ST. BURLINGTON 
(@ Pine and Howard) 

GSH! M© ©Mil i 

HOWARD 

W CENTER 

(O' THE PUBLIC 

' Help is here. 

DEALER.C1M . ^ 



Outdoor Gear Exchange 

95% <♦ 

/afel Pin? Black Diamond 

fl) 


SK!S V. 

) Ski Boots, 



/w/\o rzcjczt* 


Burlington (888) 547 4327 


SEEKING 

PREGNANT WOMEN 

FOR SMOKING STUDIES!!! 


calendar 


• For women who are currently pregnant 
and currently smoking cigarettes 

• Flexible scheduling, including 
weekend & evening appointments 

■ Compensation provided for participation 



http://j.mp/lCtCwKh 


For more information, 

call 802-656-8714 


* 



health & fitness 

COMMUNITY MEDICAL SCHOOL: HOW 8L000 & 
TISSUE BIOPSIES AID IN DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT 
DECISIONS: University of Vermont professor 

Burlington. 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 656-0728. 
MINDFULNESS CLASS: See WED.30, 12:15-1 pm 
OUTDOOR BOOT CAMP: Hop to it! Folks get fit 



CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists exercise their imagi- 



HANDS-ON GLASSBLOWING PROJECTS & 
CLASSES: SUNCATCHER: See SAT.3. 


MUSIC & MOVEMENT STORY TIME: See WE0.30. 
PRESCHOOL STORY HOUR: WHEELS ON THE BUS: 



READ TO DAISY THE THERAPY DOG: Budding 



language 

INTERMEDIATE/ ADVANCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE 



PAUSE-CAFE FRENCH CONVERSATION: Fiendl 



montreal 

THE ADVENTURES OF A BLACK GIRL IN SEARCH OF 


ARLO GUTHRIE: The folk icon performs his 



outdoors 


sports 



theater 

THE SYRINGA TREE': One actress portrays all 24 



words 



WED. 7 


business 

PAID FAMILY & MEDICAL LEAVE FORUM: A discus- 



community 

PEER SUPPORT CIRCLE: See WED.30. 

dance 

AFROLATIN PARTY: See WED.30. 

DROP-IN HIP-HOP DANCE: See WED.30. 
ECSTATIC DANCE VERMONT: See FRI.2. The Open 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING: See WED.30. 



TURNON BURLINGTON: See WE0.30. 

fairs &festivals 

FESTIVAL OF TIBETAN ARTS & CULTURE OF THE 
ADIRONDACK COAST: See WED.30. 



food & drink 


BARRE FARMERS MARKET: See WED.30. 
CHICKEN PIE SUPPER: A hearty spread comes 



MIDDLEBURY FARMERS MARKET: See WED.30. 
NEWPORT FARMERS MARKET: See WED.30. 
RUTLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET: See 




LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEV 




language 


8EGINNER ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASS: See 
GERMAN CONVERSATION GROUP: Community 



ARLO GUTHRIE: SeeTUE.6. Flynn MatnStage. 
Burlington. 7:30 p.m. S2S-60. Info. BB3-59B6. 



< PLAYERS OF INSTRUMENTS: See 


outdoors 


seminars 

AARP SMART DRIVER CLASS: Motorists ages SO 



sports 

WOMEN’S PICKUP BASKETBALL: See WED.30. 

talks 


FIRST WEDNESDAY SERIES: AMERICA'S 
CHALLENGES IN A NEW WORLD ORDER 1 : Diplomat 



FIRST WEDNESDAY SERIES: WOW THE BRAIN 
CATEGORIZES THE WORLD’: Cognitive recogni- 
tion and organization consUtute a talk by Williams 

Mlddfebury. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 388-4095. 


FIRST WEDNESDAY SERIES: ‘ON GENTLEMAN 
JOHNNY BURGOYNE’S TRAIL': Award-winning bi- 



FIRST WEDNESDAY SERIES: WHAT IF POOR 
WOMEN RAN THE WORLD? 1 : Annelise Orieck orates 



JEREMIAH ABRAMS: Happiness seekers are encour- 



theater 

‘ALUMNI PIE: See THU.l. 7:30 p.m. 





words 

BOOK DISCUSSION: ‘SUSTAINABILITY’: Bibliophiles 



PROPOSED NEW ISSUE 

Credit Ratings: Aaa/AA+/AAA (Moody ’s/S&P/Fitch) 

$ 29 , 545 , 000 * 



State of Vermont 

General Obligation Bonds, 2015 Series A 
(Vermont Citizen Bonds) (Green Bonds) 

hnancmg hiimronmeiitally Beneficial 

Capital Projects across the State 


Priority Order Period for Vermont Retail Buyers 
Monday, October 5, 2015* 


• Interest exempt from Federal and State of Vermont income taxes** 

• Expected maturity range: 2016 through 2035' 

• *1,000 denominations 

Contact your financial advisor or one of the firms 
listed below for further information: 

Morgan Stanley 

800 - 446-0193 

800 - 869-9660 


BofA Merrill Lynch 
800 - 937-0374 
Baird 

800-792-2473 

Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. 
800-863-5434 


TD Securities 
800-934-4445 


Citigroup 
855 - 644-7252 
Edward Jones 
800-335-6637 
Raymond James 
877-295-9116 


J.P. Morgan 
855 - 231-8873 


Fidelity Capital Markets 
800-460-5848 

. Rockfleet Financial 

Services, Inc. 
212-257-2235 
Wells Fargo Securities, LLC 
866-287-3221 



NEED ADVICE ON LOVE, 
LUST AND LIFE? 

ASK 
ATHENA 

: Email askathena@sevendaysvt.com 

with your questions. 

SEVEN DAYS 


classes 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 




3-Dec. 15. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost 
$205/person; S1B4.S0-BCA 

DIY TERRARIUMS: Join artist 


burlington city 
arts 

BCA 

BURLINGTONCITVARTS 

Call 865-71 66 for info 
or register online at 
burllngtoncityarts.org. 
Teacher bios are also 


ADOBE LIGHTROOM: Upload. 


3880 printer will all be covered. 

on Thu, Oct 29-Dec. 10. 6-9 p.m. 
Cost: $260/person; $234/BCA 

135 Church St.. Burlington. 

BUILDING YOUR BUSINESS: Are 


26. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $25/ 
person; S22.S0/BCA members. 
Location : BCA Center, 135 Church 

DESIGN: ADOBE INDESIGN: 


15, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $35/ 
person: $31.S0/BCA members. 


DROP-IN: ADULT WHEEL: 

8-10 p.m. Cost: $12/particlpant: 
Sll/BCA members; + $5/piece 

BCA Clay Studio, 250 Main St, 

DROP-IN: FAMILY WHEEL: 

Oct 2-Dec. 18. 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Cost: $8/participant; $ 7/BCA 

A glazed. Location: BCA Clay 
Studio. 250 Main St., Burlington. 





years. Weekly on Thu, Oct. 1-Dec. 
17. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Cost: $6/child; 
S5/BCA members. Location: 


ETSY: SELUNG YOUR WORK: Are 


19. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $25/ 
person; S22.50/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Center. 135 Cburch 

EXPLORING LOCAL FILM 
PRODUCTION: Interested in 


Nov. 5-Dec. 17. 6-8:30 p.m. Cost: 
$2I0/person; S189/BCA mem- 
bers. Location: BCA Center. 135 
Church St, Burlington. 

DARKROOM: Take your work to 


person; S265.50/BCA members. 
St. Burlington. 

PHOTOGRAPHY: Explore Sand 




2. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $25/ 
person; S22.50/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Center, 135 Church 

PAINTING: ABSTRACT: Students 




Cost: S 180/person; S1B2/BCA 
members. Location: BCA Center, 

PRINT: WOODCUT: Discover tbe 


$210/person; $189 /BCA mem- 
250 Main St. Burlington. 

YOUTH: DIY HALLOWEEN 
COSTUMES: Students will cre- 

costume. Ages 6-12. FrL. Oct. 9. 8 
a.m.-3p.m. Cost: $87.50/person; 
$78.7 5/BCA members. Location: 

YOUTH: POTTERY WHEEL: Come 

Sat., Oct. 24. 1:3 0-3:30 p.m. Cost: 
$2S/person: S22.S0/BCA mem- 
bers. Location: BCA Clay Studio, 
250 Main SL, Burlington. 

PHOTO: 8&W DARKROOM: 


14. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $240/ 
person ; $216/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Center. 135 Church 


BEGINNING GLASSBLOWING: 

basics. Alter that we will pull 


20 A 27 & Oct. 17. 24 & 31, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Cost: $200/B-hour 
class. Location: Seasholtz Glass 


mold into the hot glass. $20. 

ment $3S. (15-20 min.| Ages 7*. 
Sat. A Sun., Oct. 3 A 4. 10 a.m.-S 
: Orwell Glass. 690 
Rte. 73. Orwell (nearMiddlebury/. 
Info: 948-220 9. info@orwell- 


nido 


LEARN TO KNIT I AT NIDO: In 


: $88/3 2-hour classes; 
Fabric and Yarn. 209 College St, 


6. 4:30-7:30 p.m. Cost: $ 75/1 

Yarn. 209 College St. Suite 2E. 
Burlington. InTo: 881-0068, info<® 

LEARN TO SEW SERIES: Take our 


Info: 881-0058. info@nidovt.com. 


MAKE-YOUR-OWN GLASS 
BLOWING: Come work with glass 


CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAY 



BEGINNER CLAY: Instructor: Rik 


Dec. 1, 70 a.m-noon. Cost' $260/ 


workout. Location: 266 Pine St.. 
Burlington. Info: Victoria, 598- 

LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 




Club. 20 Crowley St., Burlington. 
Info: First Step Dance. 536-6757, 

DSANTOS VT SALSA: Experience 


FOREST TO FURNITURE: 

Marshall Webb. Build a rustic 




p.m.; Sat. 9a.m.-6:30 p.m, Sun, 

Sat. & Sun. Location: Shelburne 


WEST AFRICAN DANCE 

p.m., & Tue, 6:30-8 p.m. Cost: 

DANCE STUDIO SALS ALINA: 


Cost: $12/1-hour class. Location: 

College St./294 N. Winooski Ave .. 
Burlington. Info: Tyler Crandall. 


Location: Taiko Space. 20B Flynn 

Capital City Grange, 6672 Rte. 72, 
Berlin. Info: 999-42SS, 

TAIKO DRUMMING IN 
BURLINGTON!: Study with 

Class: Tue.. 5:30-6:20 p.m.. 

24). 572/6 weeks. Accelerated 


drumming 

DJEMBE IN BURLINGTON AND 
MONTPELIER!: Learn drumming 

starting Oct. 7, Nov. 4 St Dec 
9 $36/3 weeks or $15/drop-in. 

class: Thu, 7-8:20 p.m, starting 


Location: Taiko Space, 208 Flynn 
Ave., Suite 3-G. Burlington. Info: 
999-4255, burlingtontaiko.org. 

TAIKO IN MONTPELIER: Kids 

Montpelier Taiko: Thu, 5:30-6:50 
weeks: $22/walk-in. Register 

Grange. 6672 Rte. 72. Berlin. Info: 
999-4255. burlingtontalko.org. 

empowerment 

JUNGIAN BIBLE STUDY 
WORKSHOP I: This course Intro- 

teacher and author. Oct. 7. 74. 27, 

244-7909. 

QUICK FIX TECHNIQUES FOR 
REDUCING STRESS: This work- 


9-11:30 ajn. Cost $35/person. 

244-7909. 

SACRED GEOMETRY 
WORKSHOP: Learn about sacred 

and taught by Katenia Keller, 


am; Working with the Major 
Cost $50/each; SI25 for all 3. 

244-7909. 

BASIC CLINICAL HYPNOSIS: For 





counselors. 20 CE for advanced 


st $475/20 hours: 73.5 hours 




TOUCH DRAWING: Participants 


Jennie Kristel. Mon, Oct 79 X 26 
& Nov. 2. 6-9 p.m. Cost: $95/per- 

JourneyWorks. 1205 North Ave., 
Burlington. Info: 860-6203. 




= CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE S 


classes 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


BARRE AND PILATES CLASSES: 


flynn arts 

FLYMMARTS 


CONTEMPORARY DANCE 
INTENSIVES: Led by a dtffer- 

sational structures, the elm will 


Motley. Seasoned teen/adult 
dancers. 7 Sun., Oct 77. Nov. S. 
Dec. IS, Jan. 77. Feb. 21, Mar. 20 
& Apr. 17. 1-4 p.m. Cost: $30/ 

healing arts 

LOVE IS WHAT WE CAME HERE 
FOR. A WORKSHOP RETREAT 
WITH JEREMIAH ABRAMS: 


9-Mo n.. Oct 12. Cost: $470/per- 
Studr'o, 2TS College St. 3rd Boo r. 


helen day 


Helen Day Art Center 


PASTEL WORKSHOP: 
EXPRESSIVE AUTUMN 
LANDSCAPES W/ ROBERT 

Cost* S 75/members; $700/non- 
t: Helen Day 
Art Centec 90 Pond St. Stowe. 
Info: 253-8358, education e 


language 


OH LA LA! ADULT/TEEN 
FRENCH!: Fabulous French ciass- 


$160/7 weeks of 1.5-bour classes. 
Maggie Standley. 233-7676. 

LEARN SPANISH & OPEN NEW 




585-1025, spanishparavos@ 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE 
CLASSES: The Japan- 

begin on Wed.. Oct 7 (Level 
2). 6:30-8 p.m. Each class 

(AJALT). Level 1 covers the 




VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 





starts week of Oct 5. Mon.. 5:30-7 


55 Leroy Rd.. Witliston. Info: 
660-4072. iulio@bjjusa.com. 


LEARN TO MEDITATE: Through 


17 & 78. 9 a.m. -5 p.m. Location: 


ART OF TAI CHI CHUAN: Begin 


All-level weekly classes, Wed. 
(ongoing), 5:30-7 p.m. $60/ 




BEGINNER TAI CHI 
IN BURUNGTON: 


student of Wolfe Lowenthal. 


490-6405. p atrick@longriver 

MINDFUL BREATH TAI CHI: New 

Starting Thu.. Sep. 70-0ct. 
22. or Sat. Sep. 12-Oct 24. 


The Yang Snake Style is a 

Tar Chi Institute. 100 Church 
St, Burlington. Info: 864-7902. 


HONEST YOGA. THE ONLY 
DEDICATED HOT YOGA FLOW 
CENTER: Honest Yoga offers 


500-hour levels. Daily classes 

or $130/10-class card; $12/ 
$100/10-class punch card. 

150 Dorset St. Blue Mai I. next to 
Info: 497-0736, honestyoga 


FIND YOURSELF IN SVAROOPA 
YOGA, AN UNCOMMON YOGA: 

Alex. Nov. 7-8. Barrett Hall. 
South Strafford. Vt.. $295. Early 

Annie Ross CSYT. E-RYT 500 


Health. 45 Lyme Rd.. Suite 200. 


Location: South Strafford, Vt, &. 


EVOLUTION YOGA: Evolution 


class; $130/10-class card; $5-10, 
Evolution Yoga. 20 Kilburn St.. 

YOGA ROOTS: Yoga Roots 


Yoga Roots. 120 Graham Way. 
behind FolinoS. Info: 965-0090, 

HOT YOGA BURLINGTON: 


Plat-LandolL 453-3890. 








Epilepsy Specialist 


WE WELCOME 

Danilo Vitorovic, MD 

NEUROLOGIST 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 


Providing treatment to patients living with epilepsy. 

Dr. Vitorovic believes that a personal approach and the development 
of a positive relationship between the patient, their family and himself 
is key to the treatment of epilepsy. He encourages discussion of 
different treatment options and coverage of both medical and surgical 
treatments for epilepsy 


TSIitSC© 


UVMHealth org/DamloVitorovic 
'o make an appointment, please request i 
referral from your pnmary care provider 


University ■>/ Vermont 

MEDICAL GROUP 


October 10-11' 


Want to learn to ride better? We're excited to partner to offer women 21+ an 
overnight that includes wine and cheese, fall colors, and excellent mountain 
bike instruction - reg aidless of your level As with the Little Bella's kids 
programming, the main goal will be to have fur\ laugh and learn from each 
other! $200 per person covers your lodging, meals, and instruction Learn 
more and register at www.littlebellas.com, and come on up to the Kingdom! 


stay@craftsbury. 



SEVEN DA' 


Hooray! 

Hooray! 

We're (finally) on Google Play. 

Flip through your favorite local newspaper 
on your favorite mobile device. 

(And, yes, it’s still free.) 


Download the Seven Days app for free today at 

sevendaysvt.com/apps. 


ANDROID APP ON I / Available on the 

Google pay I V AppStore 







File Under ? 


music 


Four more local albums you (probably) haven't heard 

BY DAN BOLLES 



S o many records, so little time. Seven Days gets 
more album submissions than we know what 
to do with. And, given the ease of record 
making these days, it’s difficult to keep up. 
Still, we try to get to every local release that comes 
across the music desk, no matter how obscure or far 


To that end, here are four albums that likely flew 
under the radar of your average local music fan. In 
some cases, they represent the outermost boundaries 
of local music. Others simply slipped through the 
cracks. Each is worth a listen. © 


Robin Gottfried, 
Caspian Sky 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 


Robin Gottfried is a veteran songwriter who has 
been based in Burlington since 1978. In that time he’s 
played in numerous local groups, in addition to his 
steady output as a solo artist. Since 1994, he’s released 
eight full-length albums, including the recent Caspian 
Sky. 

iTunes files Gottfried’s latest as easy listening — 
presumably because the online music giant doesn’t 
include “yacht rock” as a genre category. Caspian Sky 
is indeed an easy listen, but it’s informed far more 
by the soft-rock stylings of Hall & Oates and post- 
Chicago Peter Cetera than, say, John Tesh. 

Take, for example, the album's second track, “The 
Wine of Astonishment." Laden with bright, complex 
guitar lines and equally intricate vocal harmonies, the 
song could be an outtake from Cetera’s hit 1986 record 
Solitude/Solitaire, right down to the pitch-perfect 
fade-out ending. 

At 17 tracks, Caspian Sky is a behemoth by modern 
standards. But Gottfried seems to be aiming for an 
audience of a different generation, one that would 
be more than happy to set sail for 70-plus minutes of 
breezy soft-rock bliss. 


Azfarat, Yggdrasil and 
the Plague of Frogs 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Azfarat are a noise band hailing from the epicenter 
of artistic eccentricity, Brattleboro. Yggdrasil and the 
Plague of Frogs is one of two records the group, led by 
Cal Glover-Wessel, has released this year. The other is 
a similarly Cthulhu-esque-titled EP, Ichor Siphon. 

Neither record is for the faint of heart. Yggdrasil 
might be the more accessible of the two, if only 
because it's broken into six comparatively digestible 
tracks that mostly run fewer than 10 minutes. Ichor is 
broken into three mini-suites, two of which boast run 
times of more than 20 minutes. 

Why is that important? Because listening to the 
industrial cacophony of Azfarat is a test of audio 
endurance. Yggdrasil plays like the spooky soundtrack 
of a carnival funhouse, if scored by Trent Reznor for 
an orchestra of rust}' blenders. That’s not to say it’s 
without artistry. Glover-Wessel composes with an ear 
toward dynamic tonal shifts that suggest real creative 
intent. But his intentions are clearly to disorient, 
disturb and confound. Through a cascade of twisted- 
metal screeches and mangled samples, he undoubt- 
edly achieves that. 

Elle Carpenter, 

Life Just Happens to You 

(SELF-RELEASED. CO. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

When last we heard from Elle Carpenter, the 
Vermont native was vying for fame in Hollywood. 

Her 2009 record The Best presented the songwriter 
as a would-be pop-punk star with a knack for 
radio-ready hooks and glitzy production. Plain and 
simple, Carpenter had her sights set on mainstream 
commercial success. 

Her big break has yet to come, though not for lack 
of trying — or lack of talent So perhaps a new tack 
is in order. On her latest record, Life Just Happens to 


You, Carpenter returns to her rural roots, literally. The 
album is a sharp departure from her pop-centric 2009 
effort, veering into rootsy folk and modern country 
fare, sort of like the reverse Taylor Swift — or, to keep 
it local, Grace Potter. 

All in all, it’s an encouraging development. Save 
for a wholly unnecessary rendition of “Where Have 
All the Flowers Gone?” Carpenter's rebranding as a 
country and folk singer seem to suit her more natu- 
rally than did the nu-rock stylings of her earlier career. 
Time will tell if Nashville agrees. In the meantime, 
maybe Grace can get the girl a sit-down with Kenny 
Chesney? 

Javin Leonard, 

Javin Leonard 

(SELF-RELEASED. YOUTUBE) 

Burlington’s Javin Leonard is best known as a 
founding member of Burlington hardcore icons 
Drowningman. Perhaps the most successful heavy 
band in Vermont history, that group was renowned for 
its melodic fusion of post-hardcore and heavy metal. 

If you’ve ever wondered what the group might have 
sounded like without lead screamer Simon Brody’s 
fearsome howls, Leonard’s 2015 self-titled solo album 
might be a telling clue. 

Earlier this year, Leonard uploaded a collection 
of 10 songs — nine originals and a cover of Starlight 
Conspiracy’s “Anomaly" — to YouTube, where they're 
available to download or stream as a continuous 
playlist. Fans of Drowningman will undoubtedly be 
thrilled, as the cuts offer a glimpse into the compo- 
sitional mind of one of the band’s primary musical 
architects. Most of the material falls closer to post- 
rock than post-hardcore — more Tortoise than Deep 
Turtle, if you will. But it’s still bracing, gorgeously 
orchestrated stuff. 



GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


s@und bites 



It’s A Girl Thing 

As I was digging into deux visions, 
the excellent new album from local 
songwriter francesca blanchard — see 
the review on page 73 — it occurred to 
me that 2015 has been a particularly 
strong year for women in Vermont 
music. It’s hardly a secret that the music 
biz is traditionally a male-dominated 
arena. That’s largely been the case 
even in the progressive-minded Green 
Mountains. If you don’t believe me, 
scroll through the last few years of 
album reviews in this paper and count 
how many of those bands are fronted 
by men. (I’ll save you some time: Most 
of them.) But I can't help but feel as 
though that dynamic is changing and, 
this year especially, that more women 
than ever are making significant 
impacts on the local scene. 

Blanchard’s album is the latest 
example but it’s hardly the only 
one. I’ve written at length about the 
brilliance that is The Way It Is, the latest 
record from maryse smith. We’re almost 
10 months into 2015 and I’m still not 
sure there’s been a better local album 
released this year, shannon hawley’s new 
record, A Different Kind of Progress, 
was an understated gem. abbie morin 
delivered a diverse and mysterious 
debut, Shadowproof. grace potter is, 
well, Grace Potter. 


And it’s not just the young guns. 
Veteran songwriter Kristina stykos 
released what is probably her 
masterwork, Horse Thief. And jazz 
chanteuse Audrey bernstein charmed on 
her most recent record, Alright, OK, You 
Win. 

Singer-songwriters and solo artists 
aren’t the only ones making noise. 

QUESTIONABLE COMPANY, fronted by EMMA 

cook, delivered a fun, funky self-titled 
record this year. The michelle sarah band 
have made waves in central Vermont 
and beyond, vedora signed off with 
a stirring farewell album, but I don’t 
think we’ve heard the last from singer 

CAROLINE O'CONNOR. The SNAZ'S DHARMA 

ramirez figures to be one of Vermont’s 
most dynamic front women for years 
to come, jackie buttolph impressed 
on her band the leatherbound books' 
debut, Tender My Hopes. In a similar 
folky vein, laura heaberlin soared on 
the self-titled debut from cricket blue 
— and she’s a fine solo artist to boot. 
Fiddler and vocalist shay gestal proved 
a fine foil to gold town bandmate Andrew 
Stearns as the country duo old sky. 

And those are just some of the artists 



and groups who released albums this 
year. Among those who didn't, kat 

WRIGHT & THE INDOMITABLE SOUL BAND are 

starting to gain recognition beyond 
Vermont, miriam bernardo remains one 
of Vermont’s most beloved singers. 

And then there’s her all-girl rocksteady 
band with Wright, linda bassick and Co., 

STEADY BETTY. SWALE’S AMANDA GUSTAFSON is 

still probably my favorite local vocalist 
— and that was true long before I had a 
family member in the band, thank you. 

nicole d'eusa is currently fronting 
not one but two powerhouse funk 
bands, grundlefunk and nico suave and 

THE BODACIOUS SUPREME. The LYNGUISTIC 

civilians' rapper lauren craig remains 
one of the area’s smoothest MCs in a 
genre that has more Y chromosomes 
than most. Caroline rose is still kicking 
ass and taking names a year after her 
breakout record, I Will Not Be Afraid. 

I could go on, and I’m sure I’m 
overlooking a number of deserving 
musicians. But that’s also kind of the 
point. It’s not simply that we have 
talented female musicians in Vermont, 
because we always have. After all, next 
to Phish, our two best-known musical 
exports are Potter and anais mitchell. 
But the numbers might be starting to 
shift toward a greater gender balance in 
the Vermont music community overall. 

I won’t attempt to speculate on why, but 
I hope the trend continues. 

BiteTorrent 

You know who else is seeing more 
equitable representation in the local 
scene of late? Evil, human-crushing 
robots! 

If you haven’t listened to the 
tsunamibots, I suggest you rectify that 
situation ASAP by queuing up one 
or both of the two albums the local 
robotic surf-punk band released this 
year: Surfing Craze in the Robotic Age 
and Rise of the Robots. An offshoot of 
the late local punk band Spit Jack (who 
briefly reunited last weekend so they 
could finally get kicked out of Charlie- 
O’s in Montpelier), the T-bots trade in a 
campy brand of surf rock. Think a cross 
between dick dale and the Cylons from 
the original “Battlestar Galactica.” Yep, 


For up-to-the-minute news abut the 
local music scene, follow <£>DanBolles 
on Twitter or read the Live Culture blog: 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 



WED 

9.30 

Toro Y Moi 

Astronauts, etc. 

THU 

Rasputina 

10.1 

Luis Mojica 

THU 

Pimps of Joytime 

10.1 

Electric Sorceiy 

FRI 

Kung Fu 

10.2 

Naughty Professor, Tar Iguana 

FRI 

10.2 

First Friday: 

Ghouls Just Wanna 

Have Fun 

SAT 

Beats Antique 

10.3 

Moon Hooch 

SUN 

Lee Brice 

10.4 

American Young 

SUN 

Lissie 

10.4 

Tyler Lyle, Chase Cohl 

TUE 

Timeflies 

10.6 

Kalin and Myles 


JUST ANNOUNCED - 
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1 68 battery street burlington 651.0880 
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^ Great Good 

I (Reserves Great /T\usic 


10/1 “GRAVEL” JAZZ TRIO 7-9PM 
10/4 PAUL ASBELL AND CLYDE STATS 6:30-8:30PM 
10/8 PAUL ASBELL AND CLYDE STATS 7-9PM 
10/11 AUDREY BERNSTEIN AND JOE CAPPS 7-9PM 
10/15 “GRAVEL” JAZZ TRIO 7-9PM 

OPEN EVERYDAY • LUNCH 11AM-5PM 
DINNER 5PM-CLOSE ■ SUNDAY BRUNCH 10AM-5PM f~ 
802-489-5699 ■ 131 MAIN STREET, BURLINGTON 


20/20 ANNIVERSARY SALE! 

20% off all glasses in October 



There’s Always Room for Cello Aside from the 

occasional cameo appearance — usually to up the sap quotient in a melodramatic 
power ballad — cello is not generally a featured instrument for a rock band. Unless that 
band is rasputina. Since 1996, the group has been a pioneer in the use of cello as the 
primary vehicle for rocking, subverting decades of rock’s traditions with humor, wit 
and exceptional skill. And it’s no novelty. In addition to releasing seven records, the 
group has toured or recorded with acts such as Marilyn Manson, Cheap Trick, the Goo 
Goo Dolls and Porno for Pyros. Rasputina play a seated show at the Higher Ground 
Ballroom on Thursday, October 1. 
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Th.ioi BRICK DROP & SQUID PARADE mi ifc 


AH RED gpii, 21+ 

RLDWIDE 

QPPABLE 1 1 Ml 21+ 

Sa. 10.3 IHt KhNtliALJt UHUOVE mi. 21+ 

DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 11 Pil. 2 l+ 

twsdays KILLED IT! KARAOKE 3P>i i 


Healthy Women 
Needed (or a Study 
on Menopause 
and the Brain 


Healthy postmenopausal 
women (50-60 years old) 
needed for a 1 visit UVM study 
that includes a brain MRI. 


Participants v 
$50.00 com 


Contact us at 847-8248 or 
menopauseandbrain@uvm.edu. 


Watch something LOCAL this week. 


VERMONT 
FLOOR HOCKEY 

SUNDAYS >1000 P.M. 


MAJOR JACKSON 
ROLL DEEP 

THURSDAY >800 PM 


WATCH LIVE 
,@ 5:25 

WEE KNIGHTS ON 
TV AND ONUNE 


Say you saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 


Listening In 


live in the same apartment building in 
Burlington. Nifty. 

Anyway, they’ll play a tour kickoff 
show at ArtsRiot in Burlington this 
Saturday, October 3, before heading for 
points south. 


On the residency beat, local proggish 
upstarts coquette hole up at Nectar's 
every Tuesday in October for a rare 
early-evening residency beginning 
October 6, at 8 p.m. Each week a special 
guest group will join the band. This 
week that would be Windsor’s carton, 
who, though somewhat unknown on 
this side of the state, kick some serious 

And in case you're wondering, the 
reason for the early slot is that there’s 
another band with a Tuesday residency 
at Nectar’s this month: Local rockers 
canopy will fill up the wee hours with 
improvisational grooves. 


Last but not least, songwriter and 
storyteller tom brosseau has been 
scoring reams of praise lately for his 
recent record Perfect Abandon. The 
North Dakota native was recently 
featured on NPR’s “Weekend Edition,” 
and the video for the record’s first 
single, “Roll Along With Me," debuted 
on the New York Times Magazine's 
website. I mention this because 
Brosseau is playing at the Light Club 
Lamp Shop in Burlington this Friday, 
October 2. Given the attention his new 
record is getting, I’d guess the chances 
to see Brosseau in such intimate 
environs will be few and far between 
going forward. ® 


s@und bites 


it’s super-gimmicky stuff. But if you 
love a good gimmick — as I do — they're 
worth checking out. 

I mention the T-Bots because 
they're headlining a nifty showcase 
at the Monkey House in Winooski 
this Thursday, October 1, called the 


HellKat Hop with local rockabilly band 
swillbillie. For the unfamiliar, the HKH 
is a monthly series founded by jason "el 
jefe- valade that has been going on at the 
aforementioned Charlie-O’s for about a 
year. In a recent email, Valade explains 
that idea is “to showcase one or two 
rockabilly, surf rock and the occasional 
’60s sounding garage bands from New 
England each month.’’ In addition to 
the bands, Valade opens each show by 
DJing a selection of obscure cuts from 
the 1950s and early 1960s — calling joel 
najman! 

Thursday’s HellKat Hop is billed 
as the “inaugural” Hop at the Monkey, 
which implies there will likely be more 
hopping to come. 


Happy trails to the dupont brothers and 
Dwight a nicole. The two acts are hitting 
the road this week for a Northeast and 
mid-Atlantic tour. This is interesting 
on a couple of levels. For one, I like the 
idea of two local bands teaming up to 
tackle the rigors of touring together and 
spread the gospel of BTV music far and 
wide. Granted, it might be a little easier 
for established road acts such as those 
two groups to pull it off than it might 
for some lesser-known groups. But still, 
it's pretty neat. Also, the DuPonts and 
Dwight & Nicole must really like each 
other. Not only will they be sharing a 
van for the next few weeks, they also all 





GET YOUR 
GROOVE ON 
THIS FALL 

ILLADELPH, JM FLOW, 

LICIT, MGW AMD MANY 
LOCAL AMD NATIONAL 
ARTISTS 

HOW CARRYING PAX 2, _ 

AS WELL AS G PEN, 

AND MAGIC FLIGHT 


NORTHERN LIGHTS 

THE SMQKESHOP 
H THE HIPPIE FLAVOR 




VERMONT 

i O 'WORKS 

fe- : j FDR WOMEN 



Step Up to Skilled Manufacturing 


Recruiting now for October start! 
Mon/Thu eves & Saturdays 

9-week intro to skilled manufacturing 
— in a supportive 
training environment for women 


For more into: vtworkstorwomen.org/susm 
Contact Jenny Beaudin 802.557.1137 
ibeaudin@vtworkstorwomen.org 


cgv; wow 


ZEN LOUNGE: Kizomba with Dsantos 



Chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Toro 



WATERWORKS FOOD f DRINK: Live 


barre/montpelier 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(MONTPELIER): Cajun Jam with Jay 



SWEET MELISSA'S: Wine Down with 




tniddlebury area 


10 BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & 


northeast kingdom 


LE BELVEDERE: Fi 
PARKER PIE CO.: T 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 10 p.m.. free. 


THU.l 

burlington 

BARRIO BAKERY & PIZZA BARRIO: 


CHURCH & MAIN: Cody Sargent Trio 
CLUB METRONOME: Metal Monday 



FINNIGAN'S PUB: Cr 


FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9 p.m., free. 
THE GRYPHON: Gravel (jazz). 7 p.m. 

HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Joe 



SAT.3// STRANGLED DARLING S [Fq 

mb 


Lit Up Portland, Ore.'s strangled darlings are well versed in 
classic literature. Indeed, the duo's very name is inspired by author 
William Faulkner: He would demand of his writing students, "Strangle 
your darlings.’’ The influence of scribes from Faulkner to Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez is evident in the duo's own writing. But couched in a rootsy 
swirl of mandolin, cello and vocal harmony that's both lively and 
delicate, the Darlings’ music is as accessible as it is high-minded. Catchy 
them at the Monkey House in Winooski on Saturday, October 3, with 
songwriter mike coykendall. 



stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Open Mic. 8 p.m.. 

tniddlebury area 



outside vermon t 

NAKED TURTLE: Ladies' Night with 


FRI.2 

burlington 

BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: Paul 

CLUB METRONOME: '90s Night with 
HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Friendly 





GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


REVIEW this 

Francesca 
Blanchard, 
deux visions 

(CUMBANCHA. CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD, VINYL) 

The evolution of Francesca Blanchard 
has been swift and mesmerizing. In 
2011, the young songwriter released her 
debut recording, a humble, handmade 
gem called Songs on an Ovation. The EP 
was as sweet as it was short. In a scant 
17-minute span, it became clear that a 
new, crystalline voice was emerging. 

Back then, Blanchard was a theater 
student at Boston University. She has 
since moved back home to Charlotte and 
devoted her creative energies solely to 
music. In doing so, she caught the ears 
of a neighbor, ethnomusicologist Jacob 
Edgar, who captains the cutting-edge 
world-music label Cumbancha. Under his 
guidance and encouragement, Blanchard 
has blossomed. The fruit of her recent 
efforts is her full-length debut for Edgar’s 
imprint, deux visions. 

Born in France and raised in Vermont, 
Blanchard is bilingual — an asset that 
sets her apart in the crowded folk- 
rock field. On the surface, the mixed- 
language title of the record is a nod to her 


Eric George, 

Eric George 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD, VINYL) 

Eric George has a timeless quality. 

Perhaps that’s why it took him so long to 
release his self-titled debut record. George 
has been quietly plying his trade at coflee 
shops and other small venues around the 
state for some years. The album, out this 
week, is imprinted with a 2014 copyright, 
suggesting it's been in the works for 
well over a year. The guess here is that 
George, who naturally embodies the 
hard-nosed, blue-collar spirit of a bygone 
era, subscribes to the old craftsman's 
notion that anything worth doing is worth 
taking the time to do right. One need only 
listen to his new record — ideally on the 
actual vinyl — for proof that he’s probably 

George is cut from the same tattered 
minstrel cloth as countless vagabond 
songwriters before him. Really, the last 
thing the world needs is another self- 
styled throwback appropriating Woody 
Guthrie or Hank Williams. Still, the air 
of shabby authenticity in George's music 
renders such criticisms moot 



Blanchard’s first EP was girlishly 
innocent. She’s now more mature both in 
age and artistic experience, yet elements 
of that wide-eyed perspective remain 
on deux visions. A moody undercurrent 
imbues the album with darker, more 
contemplative hues. 

The record opens on “Rame," a French- 
language tune that swirls with ethereal, 
Mazzy Star-esque brooding. Thankfully, 
the album’s insert includes lyrics for every 
song in both French and English. But non- 
francophones hardly need the English 
translation to feel the uncertainty and 
helplessness embedded in Blanchard's 
imagery of a rowboat on a stormy ocean. 
The metaphor speaks of struggle. 

As was the case on Ovation, Blanchard's 
theatrical background serves her well on 
visions. Her sense of dramatic contrast 
and narrative structure lends her 
material depth and nuance, and translates 
regardless of language. “Le blues” is just 
as sweetly wistful as the English “Home 



songwriter and Jenke Records founder 
Tommy Alexander — a guy who knows a 
thing or two about shabby authenticity 
— the album crackles with tinny warmth. 
It sounds like it was recorded by singing 
into a can in a Mississippi Delta studio in 
the 1920s. This is especially true when the 
record is played on a turntable. 

As a songwriter, George is rooted 
in early country and Delta blues, and 
he ably captures the scruffy whimsy of 
those genres. With a picked guitar part 
that mirrors his vocal melody, opener 
“Overgrown” has a hazy, swampy feel. 
“December Flowers’’ dishes winking 
lyrical charm and jumpy acoustic blues 
in equal measures. “Fades Away” is a 
stark, stirring ballad that almost sounds 
like one of Sam Amidon’s deconstructed 
Appalachian folk songs. Propelled 
by foot-stomping percussion and a 
tumbling riff, “Driftin’” could pass for a 
long-lost Lightnin’ Hopkins tune. The 


© GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


Is a Cage” is coolly longing. “Mon ange” 
is gently angelic; ‘Wanderer" is searching 
and circumspect. She coaxes texture and 
tone from her smooth, expressive voice 
as an actor would from his or her face or 
body language. 

The dramatic ebb and flow of 
Blanchard's songs is heightened by 
tasteful, subtly dynamic arrangements and 
pitch-perfect instrumental performances. 
Her EP was strictly a solo effort, but here 
she’s backed by local luminaries including 
bassist Rob Morse, drummer Caleb 
Bronz, pedal steel player Brett Lanier 
and accordianist Tom Cleary, to name a 
few. There’s a horn section led by Bryan 
McNamara and featuring Andrew Moroz 
and Luke Laplant. There are strings and 
percussion. And it’s all expertly, warmly 
woven together by Montreal songwriter 
and producer Chris Velan. 

But the heart and soul of deux visions 
remains Blanchard, an ascendant talent 
who is equal parts French chanteuse and 
American folk singer. 

Francesca Blanchard celebrates the 
release of deux visions with a performance 
this Saturday, October 3, at the Spruce 
Peak Performing Arts Center in Stowe. 
The album is available starting Friday, 
October 2, at francescablanchard. 
bandcamp.com. 


album’s penultimate — and best — track, 
“Tomorrow I’m Gonna Die,” tackles 
the weighty subject of passing on with 
shrugging irreverence. It winks knowingly 
at Guthrie. 

George doesn’t reinvent the 
wheel on his self-titled debut, but the 
carefree earnestness with which he 
plays is genuine and endearing. More 
importantly, it's compelling. The album 
has an intentionally lo-fi ambience that 
somewhat obscures just how good a 
player and singer he is. George effortlessly 
unfurls bluesy licks that strike a balance 
between precision and jaggedness. The 
same is true of his versatile voice, which 
is effective in a throat)' howl and a softer, 

George does indeed work within his 
own sense of time. But he does so in a way 
that sounds as vital now as it might have 
100 years ago. 

Eric George celebrates the release of 
his debut solo record with a show this 
Friday, October 2, at Studio A, North 
End Studios, in Burlington. The album is 
available at ericgeorge.bandcamp.com. 
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The Point’s 
World Tour 
back'. 


Listen for your chance 

to win a trip to see 

Florence + the Machine 

at The Hollywood Bowl. 


middlebury area 



JUNIPER: Thea Wren (Jazz). 9 p.m. 




MAGLIANERO CAFE: First Friday Teen Poetry Slam 



RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ Con Yay (EDM). 9 

Rl RA IRISH PUB & WHISKEY ROOM: Supersounds 

DJ (top 40). 10 p.m.. free. 




stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Abby Sherman (folk). 6 p.m., free. 



mad river valley/waterbury 





northeast kingdom 

JASPER'S TAVERN: The Heaters (rock). 9 p.m„ $5. 



outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Happy Hour Tunes & 



JUNIPER: Mark Lavoie (blues). 9 p.m.. free. 

LIGHT CLUB LAMP SHOP: Birdie Busch (indie folk). 
9 p.m., NA. Taka (vinyl DJ), 11 p.m, free. 

NECTAR'S: Dawna Hammers (singer-songwriter). 7 



IE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): Si 


IN LOUNGE: Old Sc 


Chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Beats Antique. 



MONKEY HOUSE: Strangled Darlings, Mike 


barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL & BURRITO CAFE: Irish Session. 


CHARLIE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: UghtCrus 
ESPRESSO BUENO: Espresso Brain-0 (trl> 


WHAMMY BAR: St 


stowe/smuggs area 



mad river valley/waterbury 


middlebury area 


PARKER PIE CO 


HE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): K 


SUN.4 


iT MELISSA'S: Kelly Ravin (country 


THE GRYPHON: Paul Asbell and Clyde S 
HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Building Bit 
NECTAR'S: Mi Yard Reggae Night with C 
THE OLDE NORTHENDER PUB: Open Mil 


outside Vermont 


chittenden county 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke/Open Mic. 8 p.r 
HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Lee Brice. A 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Ur 
MONKEY HOUSE: Leveret (rock), 8:30 p.m 


TUE.6 

burlington 

ARTSRIOT: If You Don't Know 
CLUB METRONOME: Dead Set 
FRANNY O'S: Dawna Hammer 
HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: D. 


CHARLIE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: DJ Disco Phanl 
THE SKINNY PANCAKE (MONTPELIER): Dave 


chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Timi 

WATERWORKS FOOD * DRINK: Bob 


northeast kingdom 


MON. 5 


HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Ft 



TEE MWC YOU MW£ ^ STREAMING at 101theone.COm gjj 


DAN AND CAROLE BURACK 

PRESIDENT'S DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES 


Aaron Wolf 

Professor of Geography and Chair, Department of Geosciences, 

College of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences, Oregon State University 

Pushing the Boundaries of Water Sustainability: Conflict, Cooperation, and 
Transformation Over Shared Waters 

October 5, 201 5, 3:30pm • Billings North Lounge »48 University Place 

Barbara Walvoord 

Professor Emerita, University of Notre Dame 

The Dangers of Assessment - And How to Avoid Them at UVM 

October 6, 201 5, 4:00pm • Livak Ballroom, Dudley H. Davis Center • 590 Main Street 

Bipasha Baruah 

Canada Research Chair in Global Women's Issues, University of Western Ontario 

Women and Work in a Warming World 

October 12, 201 5, 3:30pm • Livak Ballroom, Dudley H, Davis Center 

Matthew Barth 

Yeager Families Professor, University of California, Riverside. 

Director for the Center for Environmental Research and Technology 

The Role of intelligent Transportation Systems in Sustainable Transportation: 
Issues and Research Opportunities 

October21, 2015, 4:00pm • Livak Ballroom 'Dudley H. DavisCenter 

ALL LECTURES ARE FREE AND OPEN TOTHE PUBLIC. 


For more information, please contact Theresa Emery: 
(802) 656-0462 or theresa.emery@uvm.edu 
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Chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Granger Smith 



WATERWORKS FOOD ♦ DRINK: Live Music. 5:30 


barre/mon tpelier 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE (MONTPELIER): Cajun Jam 

SWEET MELISSA'S: Wine Down with 0. Davis 



stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Allen Church (folk). . 
PIECASSO PIZZERIA & LOUNGE: Trii 


Off With Their Heads cattle decapitation trade in an elegant brand of chamber folk that blends fragile 
string arrangements and dovetailing vocal harmony with tenderly wrought, lyrical observations on the frailty' of love and the human 
condition. Juuuuust kidding! The San Diego-based deathgrind band is among the most vicious metal acts in the country, using 
fearsomely black riffage and irascible lyrics to protest the mistreatment and consumption of animals. This Thursday, October 1, the 
band pulverizes Club Metronome, with support from king parrot, black crown initiate, dark sermon and garbage dick. 


WED. 7 


burlington 

ARTS RIOT: Slam Night (slam poetry), 7:30 p.m. 

CLUB METRONOME: Metal Monday Presents: 



THE DAILY PLANET: Sugarhouse Run (bluegrass). 




middlebury area 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: Trivia 

Night. 7 p.m.. free. 

northeast kingdom 

LE BELVEDERE: Flshhead Unplugged (acoustic 
PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia Night. 7 p.m.. free. 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 10 p.m.. free. 
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VERMONT 


Plan your visual art adventures with the 
Seven Days Friday email bulletin including: 

• Receptions and events m 

• Weekly picks for exhibits SEVEN DAYS / 

• “Movies You Missed" cX / 1 

by Margot Harrison A \ VV 

• News, profiles and reviews art works, walks © words 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/IIEVIEW 




What a great summer 

\ of Vermont music! 

_k 


We'd like to thank.., 


j 


Our clients 

Zeb Norris and everyone at 1 04.7 The Point, 
Alex Budney and Nectar's, Higher Ground, 

Dave Pransky and The Manifestivus, 

Tweed River Festival, Seven Days, 

National Life and The Do Good Festival, 

Stowe Brewer's Festival, Lake Champlain Cruises, 
Vermont Music Festival, Advance Music, 

Steady Betty, Phish and Mike Gordon 

AND the best crew in the 802 

Walter Westinghouse, Billy Comstock, Paddy Reagan, 
Sarah Wessell, Sam Johnson and Awgie 


We couldn't have done it without you! 




art 


The Forest and the Trees 

"Prilla Smith Brackett: Fractured Visions II,” Catamount Arts Main Gallery by debbie haban 


F airy tales warn children not to ven- 
ture into the woods. Predators live 
there: wolves, snakes, bears, even 
watches. Such impressions die 
hard, and outlive their childhood useful- 
ness. As adults, we continue to gaze warily 
into a forest, seeing it as the home of the 

Tensions between humans and nature 
are evident throughout the conceptual, 
mixed-media landscapes created by 
Boston-area artist Prilla Smith Brackett, 
now on view at Catamount Arts Main 
Gallery in St. Johnsbury. The artist leads 
us into her depicted 
forests with a sense 
of almost fairy-tale 
innocence, but then 
fractures the view- 
ing plane or tosses 
in unexpected images of man-made furni- 
ture. Those choices work like fender bend- 
ers in traffic; they force us to keep going 
back to make sense of what we see. 

An environmentalist, Brackett has a 
passion for trees for which she credits her 
father, a medical doctor who loved trees so 
much that he launched a Christmas tree 
farm. Her own focus is on old-growth for- 
ests, particularly those in New Hampshire 
and Maine, where she hikes and photo- 
graphs. Those images and ideas form the 
bedrock of her drawings, prints and paint- 
ings, produced over 25 years. 

“When I go to the forest like that, it 
can be peaceful, but I come at it with a 
21st-century mind," Brackett says. In other 
words, she's thinking about global warm- 
ing and the overuse of natural resources. 
However, her conceptual approach en- 
gages viewers in a more primal w'ay. The 
work prompts questions and pushes view- 
ers to seek answers. 

Those viewers can easily follow the 
trail of Brackett's evolving vision, thanks 
to the wise curatorial choices made by 
Catamount Arts gallery director Katherine 
French. 

The oldest work is “Selva Oculta #7” 
a three-panel, mixed-media drawing cre- 
ated in 1990, after the artist’s visit to a 
Costa Rican tropical forest. At eight feet 
tall, the painting towers above the viewer 
like a tree. Viewers take the perspective of 
a walker seeing three different views, each 
represented by a panel. First one peers 
down at the forest bed, where fallen leaves, 
twigs and gnarly roots form shadowy crev- 
ices. Then one gazes slightly overhead, 
to a vaulted woven ceiling made of layers 




of leaves and fanning palm fronds. In the 
final panel, the viewer’s line of sight travels 
even higher, stretching the length of the 
tall trees to the sky. 

Curiously, the artist has rendered this 
triptych in gray scale using ink, charcoal, 
pastel, oil stick and graphite. Green would 
have been too much, too obvious. Black- 
and-white photographs, taken by Brackett’s 
son, triggered the idea for this magnificent 
and slightly haunting perspective. 



LEAVING THE VIEWER 
ULTIMATELY DISPLACED 
AND DISSOCIATED. 


After Costa Rica, Brackett hiked old- 
growth forests in New England. In her 
next series, she continues with the multi- 
ple-view approach, now combining those 
perspectives in just one viewing plane. 
For instance, in “Remnants: Old Growth in 
the White Mountains #2," the viewer sees 
a chaotic forest bed strewn haphazardly 
with fallen trees that obstruct our visual 
path. Three-fourths of the image is drawn 
in rich, black graphite. Shard-shaped areas 
drawn with lighter Conte pastels interrupt 
the reading of this image; the effect is like 
looking through a shattered windowpane. 
It is unsettling. 

The purpose is not immediately clear, 
but those who follow Brackett’s progres- 
sion will realize this is yet another way 
of creating a multi-view. The break in the 
image — coupled with the title, “Remnants” 
— alludes to forests fading or disappearing 
as a result of acid rain, global warming, fire, 
disease or some other catastrophe. 

“Remnants: Communion #11” offers 
more shards, but this time the images alter- 
nate between a tree shattered by lightning 
and one captured in the city, imprisoned 
by concrete sidewalks and iron fencing. 
The work reminds us that destruction of 
trees occurs in both the natural and human 
environments. 

In the “Places of the Heart” series, 
Brackett adds furniture. She tosses an 
upholstered armchair and an antique 
bureau into the forest. The sight may 



ART SHOWS 


trigger nostalgic thoughts of home and 
warm memories of elderly relatives. Yet 
the longer one gazes, the more eerie the 
scene feels, leaving the viewer ultimately 
displaced and dissociated. 

Such emotions emerge more clearly in 
the monumental “Family Patterns #13,” 
which measures 8 by 9 feet A four-poster 
bed — nearly actual size — extends from the 
foreground of the painting, positioned so 
it practically invites one to tumble in. The 
bed is painted in bright, transparent glazes 
that allow under-drawings to show through 
— images of lumpy logs, crisscrossing 
branches and sharp, threatening tree snags. 
Like Goldilocks, we wake up and realize this 
is not our bed or even one that's comfy. It 
belongs to die forest, to the bears. 

The work’s openness to interpreta- 
tion pleases Brackett She notes that one 
viewer told her the furniture reminded 
her of pioneers dumping their belongings 



in the woods so their horses could pull the 
Conestoga wagons over the Rockies. While 
such literal interpretations are possible, 
many may find the ghostly furniture more 
suggestive of faded memories, or even 
of spirits of trees that have been carved 
into domestic goods. Titles of Brackett’s 
other works invite such interpretations: 
“Edges of Memory, #8,” “Dreamscape 
#50," “Reverie #15." 

Brackett's body of work reaches its ul- 
timate expression in her later monotypes 
and woodcuts. In the prints, the woods 
fade into the background, as if turning into 
old wallpaper. Across the surface, chairs, 
dressers and beds float as if part of a curi- 

Brackett equates the woods — a vital 
part of the planet’s ecosystem — with 
human memories and dreams. In an age 
when ice is melting, bees are dying and the 
planet is heating up, she poses the ques- 
tion: Will the forest become just a memory, 
too? It’s a thought she leaves for viewers to 
ponder. What’s left unsaid will linger long 
past this exhibit's duration. © 

INFO 

“Prilla Smith Brackett: Fractured Vision II." 
through October 26 at Catamount Arts Main 
Gallery in St. Johnsbury. Reception: Friday, 
October 2, 5 to 7 p.m.. with artist talk at 6 p.m. 
catamountarts.org 


NEW THIS WEEK 


0 THE ART OF HORROR': Beautiful decay, bloody 


9 OF LAND & LOCAL 2015': SHELBURNE FARMS 
INSTALLATION: Works created this summer at 


ELLEN LAPOINTE FONTAINE & SIENNA FONTAINE: 

October 2-31. Info. 488-5766. Vintage Inspired 

0 HOLLY HAUXJEFFERS AND JUDE DOMSKI: 

p.m. October 2-31. Info. 310-1886. Brickwork Art 

INNOVATION CENTER GROUP SHOW: First 

Hart Kelly O'Neal, Meryl Lebowitz, Lyna Lou 

2-November 30. Info. 859-9222. The Innovation 

0 JON OLSEN: 'Bams,' portraits of old structures, 

Reception: Friday, October 2, 5-8 p.m. October 2-31. 
Info, 863-6458. Frog Hollow Vermont State Craft 

0 JUSTIN ATHERTON: The Moon Suggested 

October 2. 5-9 p.m. October 2-31. Info. 859-8909. 

0 KIM GIFFORD: ‘Out of the Doghouse: An 
Artistic Exploration of Pets in Our Lives,' digital 

Info, 863-6713. North End Studio A in Burlington. 
MICHAEL METZ: ‘Summer on Long Beach Island,' 

0 'RIO BLANCO RIDERS’: Collaborative collages 

Reception: Friday, October 2, 5-7:30 p.m. October 
2-November 30. Info, 540-3081. South Gallery in 

0 VERMONT PHOTO GROUP: Eight photographers 

October 1-December 28. Info, 434-5503. New Moon 

Chittenden county 

ADAM FORGUITES: New oil paintings by the local 
artist October 1-19. Info, 598-6698. Monkey House 

0 'EYES ON THE LAND': Installations, sculpture. 




PRILLA SMITH BRACKETT: ' 


1. 5-8 p.m. October 1-18. Info. 865-7166. Coach Barn 

bat're/montpelier 

0 ELLIOT BURG: 'Athletes for the Ages: 

October 1. 5-7 p.m. October 1-November 2. Info, 
272-4920. Kellogg-Hubbard Library in Montpelier. 


mad river valley/umterbury 

0 KITTY O'HARA: Representational acrylic paint- 

Frlday. October 2 5-6:30 p.m. October 2-31. Info. 
496-5470. Three Mountain Cafe In Waitsfield. 


middlebtiry area 

0 JOAN CURTIS: ' 

October 2-November 7. Info. 382-9222. Jackson 
Gallery, Town Hall Theater in Middlebury. 
POOLASTIC AND BLACK IGLOO': Two interactive 

5-9. Info, 443-3168. Middlebury College. 

champlain islands/northwest 

0 STEVE BOAL. JAN BROSKY & ELIZABETH 
MARTIN: Photographs of the natural world by Boat 

4, 1-3 p.m. October 4-31. Info. 933-6403. Artist in 


0 COLLECTIVE FALL SHOW: Hooked rugs by 

2-December 31. Info, 457-1298. Collective — the Art 
of Craft in Woodstock. 

0 FEATHER & FUR: PORTRAITS OF FIELD, 
FOREST & FARM’: Portraits celebrating the beauty, 

noon. October 3-Aprll 30. Info. 885-3061. The Great 
Hall in Springfield. 

northeast kingdom 

21. Info, 748-0158. Northeast Kingdom Artisans 

OTTO}. Reception: Friday. October 2 5-7 p.m. 


ART EVENTS 

ERIC NELSON: ART TALK: In ‘36! 

museum admission. Info. 656-0750. 

ANDREW HEPBURN: PHOTOGRAPHY TALK: 

Thursday. October 1. 7 p.m. Info. 748-8291. 

COMICS AND THE ART OF VISUAL COMMUNICATION': 




FIRST FRIDAY ART: Dozens of galleries and 

Friday of every month, 5-8 p.m. Info. 264-4839. 

BCA SUMMER ARTIST MARKET: A juried outdoor 

Burlington City Hall Park, Saturday, 0ctober3, 9 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Info. 865-7166. 

DAVID STROMEYER: WALKING CONVERSATION: 




FALL OPEN STUDIO WEEKEND: The Vermont Crafts 

MONTPELIER ARTSFEST 201S: Downtown venues 


October 3, 4-8 p.m. Info. 223-9604. 

ORWELL GLASS OPEN STUDIO: An exhibit and sale 

Saturday, October 3, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Info. 948-2209. 
STONE BENCH DEDICATION: Honoring a stone bench 
built In 2013 by West Rutland's Carving Studio & 

llsley Public Library. Middlebury. Saturday. October 3. 


VERMONT NORTH BY HAND OPEN STUDIO TOUR: 


® 


VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 




GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 
SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERIES®SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


art 


ART EVENTS « P. 


LANCE KEIMIG: RECEPTION & BOOK SIGNING: 

ARTIST TALK: JOHN J. O’CONNOR: The artist 

ARTIST TALK: NENE HUMPHREY: Hie New York- 


GALLERY TALK: WARREN KIMBLE: The Vermont 

JULE EMERSON: FASHION TALK: The Costumes 

VIP CLOSING CELEBRATION OF 'EXPOSED': The 

Paper." Refreshments provided. RSVP by Monday. 
October 7. 6-8 p.m. Info. 253-8358. 

ONGOING SHOWS 



9 '2015 SOUTH END ART HOP JURIED SHOW 

John Brickies; "Desk Chair" by Amey Radcliffe; and 

p.m. Through October 31. Info. 859-9222. SEABA 

9 ‘5TH ANNUAL FACEBOOK 1ST 5a: A democractic 
exhibition featuring the first 50 2D and 3D works. 


Through October 2. Info, 660-9005. Art's Alive 

ANNE MASSICOTTE AND GERALD K. STONER: 

ART HOP GROUP SHOW: An exhibit organized by 
SEABA for this year’s Art Hop features works by 30 
local artists. Through November 30. Info, 651-9692. 
VCAM Studio in Burlington. 

EMILY MITCHELLE: Playful acrylic paintings. 
Through November 30. Info, 658-6016. Speeder & 
Earl's Coffee (Pine Street) in Burlington. 

HELEN STRINGFELLOW AND LARS JERLACH: 
"Looking Back Is a Bad Habit" a video installation 

2. Info. 656-4200. Living/Leaming Center. UVM in 

'IN GRAIN: CONTEMPORARY WORK IN WOOD': 

by 10 artists. Through December 18. 'SEX OBJECTS: 


‘Art of Horror’ Celebrate Halloween for the entire month of October at S.RA.C JL. Gallery in Burlington, where 55 
of the darkest, most twisted art minds in New England display depraved imaginings in the form of bloody abstracts, beautiful decay 
and representational blasphemy. A reception and party is Friday, October 2, 5 to 11 p.m. Costumes are encouraged. $5 at the door. 
Performances include dance, burlesque, fire, blood and puppets, with gotli/industrial music by Burlington-based Nechromancer, 
DJVU and Tyrant Industrialis. Pictured: “Tea Party” by Dana Lee. 


PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER AND SEXUALITY': 

tory students. Through May 22. WORLD LEADERS 
& GLOBAL CITIZENS: PHOTOGRAPHS BY PATRICK 
LEAHY. U.S. SENATOR': An exhibit organized on the 

656-0750. University of Vermont Fleming Museum 
JANE ANN KANTOR: "The Equus Series." bold 

JEREMY LEE MACKENZIE: "Hidden Blueprints," 

Info. 652-4500. Amy E. Tarrant Gallery, Flynn Center 

JORDAN DOUGLAS: 'Images of Havana." photog- 
raphy by the local artist Through October 31. Info, 

JOSHUA: 'Ex Llbris." mixed-media works with found 


LINDA Dl SANTE: "Birds of a Feather." » 

MAKE MORAN: THE ART OF TRANSFORMATION': 

Mary Lacy. Erika Senft Miller. Monika Rivard, Daniel 

MARITIME BURLINGTON': An Interactive exhibitor- 

tours. Through October 12. Info, 475-2022. Perkins 
MATT FORSYTH: "BounD: A World Beyond." pencil, 

MICHAEL SMITH: "Old Paintings' by the Burlington 
artist Through November 30. Info, 660-9005. Art’s 


'NEVER HAD NO ONE EVER: THE ART OF COLLAGE’: 

discovery through loss' by Carl David Ruttan. Molly 

Info. 735-2542. New City Galerie in Burlington. 

'OF LAND & LOCAL 2015’: Stella Marrs, Jeroen 

•OF THE SPRAY CAN. BY THE SPRAY CAN. FOR THE 
SPRAY CAN': Artwork by the Anthill Collective. 
Through September 30. Info. 318-2438. Red Square 

RENEE SAVOIE A GINNY JOYNER: The Assemblage 




ART SHOWS 


SAM SIMON: ’Portraits From Burlington's ONE." 

the Old North End. Through September 30. Info. 
863-6458. Frog Hollow Vermont State Craft Center 

0 Seven Da yS UNCOVERED': More than 1.000 

Thursday. October 1. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Sales benefit 

STACIANNE K. GROVE: 'No More Hiroshlmas," an 

Info. 862-9616. Burlington College. 

STEVE ROGGENBUCK: 'Make something beautirul 

‘STRENGTH IN NUMBERS: EXPLORING MATERIAL 
AND TECHNIQUES': A group of 18 art teachers 

Through December 30. Info. 865-7211. Mezzanine 

Chittenden county 

ANNELEIN BEUKENKAMP: “Flowers. Figures and 
October 11. Info, 899-3211. Emile A. Gruppe Gallery 

'BIRDS OF A FIBER': A community art show. 
Through October 31. Info. 434-2167. Birds of 

CORRINA THURSTON: Colored pencil art featuring 
1. Info, 760-8206. Metrorock Vermont In Essex. 

985-9511. Rustic Roots in Shelburne, 

’JOINED: INSPIRED APPROACHES TO VERMONT 
CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE AND WOOD DESIGN': 

Hurwltz. Through October 21. Info, 985-3848. 

TRAVEL WITH OGDEN PLEISSNER’: A selection of 


JUXTAPOSED SPACES': Works in a variety of 


0 'NOCTURNE': A juried exhibition of nighttime 

Hyde & Kimberley Sultze. Li Shen and Peggy 
Reynolds. Reception: Friday. October 2. 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Through October 11. Info. 777-3686. Darkroom 

■RICH AND TASTY: VERMONT FURNITURE TO 

November 1. Info. 985-3346. Pizzagalli Center for 


ROBERT VOGEL WATERCOLORS: Twelve paintings 
863-6363. Harpers Restaurant at the Holiday Inn in 
VICTORIA BLEWER: "Fairs Cali; black-and-white 

VISIONS OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN AND BEYOND': 

barre/montpelier 

ROCK SOLID FOR 15 YEARS': This annual exhibit 

ALEX COSTANTINO: 'Pattern 8. Signal.' paintings 
Third Floor Gallery. LINDA BRYAN: Tarpentry.' a 
Floor Gallery. Through October 30. Info, 479-7069. 


A LEGACY OF CARING: KURN HATTIN HOMES 
FOR CHILDREN : A historical exhibit of Kum 

30. Info, 828-2291. Vermont History Museum in 


‘AVIAN ENCOUNTERS': V 

THE FANTASTICAL WORLD OF LIZ LE S ERVIGET. A 

more. Through September 30. Info. 223-1981. The 
KATHRENA RAVENHORST-ADAMS: Watercolors 
2. Info, 223-7936 ext. 320. City Center in Montpelier. 


NADYA BECK: ‘Spirit Brings.' clay sculptures by 
Blinking Light Gallery in Plainfield. 

ROBERT WALDO BRUNELLE JR. AND EDWARD 

262-6035. T. W. Wood Gallery in Montpelier. 
'SOUND AND FURY': A group show by 18 artists who 

TOM LEYTHAM: 'The Other Working Landscape,' 20 

history. Through September 30. Info. 229-0430. 
VERVE: ART & ENERGY': Mixed media, sculpture 


WOMEN OF NORWICH: TRAILBLAZERS AND 
TORCHBEARERS': Photographs, documents. 



‘In Grain: Contemporary Work in Wood’ 

Whatever their technique, from chisel to chainsaw to laser, the 10 sculptors in this 
exhibition show the facility of wood as a medium, both raw and composite. The forms 
range from figurative to expressionist and abstract. The local and national/international 
artists are Nori Morimoto, Eric Nelson, Clark Derbes, Ria Blaas, Ross Smart, Duncan 
Johnson, A.M. Disher, Greg Mencoff, Joshua Abarbanel and Bruno Walpoth. The works 
are on view in the University of Vermont’s Fleming Museum of Art through December 
18. A talk by Nelson, professor emeritus of artist at Middlebury College, titled “365: 
An Idea and the Reality,” is Wednesday, September 30, at 6 p.m. Pictured: “Nella Neve 
Voglio Stare” by Walpoth. 


December 31. Infc. 485-2183. Sullivan Museum & 

stowe/smuggs area 

‘2015 LEGACY COLLECTION': Landscapes painted by 

CAROLE ROSALIND DRURY: To Joe," a selection 
the artist's former partner. HAL MAYFORTH: Two 

illustrator. Through November 2. Info. 888-1261. 
CLARK DERBES: "Self-Portrait; polychromed 

STEPHANIE BUSH: '20 Years; An Artist's Evolution." 

traditions. Through October 31. VAL ROSSMAN: 

aluminum. Through Octobers. Info. 253-8943. 

West Branch Gallery & Sculpture Park In Stowe. 
DAVE KEARNS: 'The Visitors.’ paintings and sculp- 
tural works. Through October 3. Info. 347-602-3733. 
Vermont Studio Center Gallery II in Johnson. 

‘EXPOSED’: The 24th annual outdoor exhibit 

FRACTURED: WORKS ON PAPER': Two- and 

November 22. Info. 253-8358. Helen Day Art Center 
PAUL STONE: Surreal, dreamlike New England 
Info, 253-1818. Green Mountain Fine Art Gallery in 

‘PHOTOGRAPHING THE FLOWER': Photographs by 

Morrisville Post Office. 

RAVEN PFAFF: Realistic graphite portraits in the 
living room. Through October 20. Info, 635-7423. 

'SLOPE STYLE': Thirty-five fully accessorized 

October 31. Info. 253-9911. Vermont Ski and 


TOD GUNTER AVIATION ART: Illustrations currently 
include the F4U Corsair, a WWII Tighter, and the F-4 

added. Through December 31. Info. 734-9971. Plane 
Profiles Gallery in Stowe. 

mad river valley/waterbury 

0 AUGUST BURNS: "More Than Meets the Eye: 

BOB AIKEN: ‘Vermont Impressionist' la 
December 31. Info. 496-6682. Festival Gallery in 


MAD RIVER VALLEY/WATERBURY SHOWS » P.82 


art 


GMCC'S 25TH ANNUAL ART IN THE ROUND BARN: 


Waitsfield. 

HIVE COLLECTIVE FALL EXHIBIT: Paintings by 

nfo. 802 496-7895. The Hive 


JAMES MCGARRELL & MARK GOODWIN: 

Imagistlc paintings from 1984 to 2004; and re 


GLORIOUS GLASS: Fused and blown glass by Alyssa 
Oxley. Bud Shrinerand Micaela Wallace. SEAN 

ANNA DIBBLE: 'LestOur Vine End (L.O.V.E.),' 

September 30. Info. 458-0096. Edgewater Gallery 

NAKED TRUTH: THE BODY IN EARLY 20TH- 
CENTURY GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN ART: Prints. 


rary morality. Through December 13. THE ART OF 

STORYTELLING: FIVE TALES FROM ASIA. THEN 



>n. Through October 2. Ir 

CATCHING THE MOMENT: THE ART OF 
PHOTOGRAPHING LIVE PERFORMANCE’: 

October 11. Info. 388-8209. 51 Main at the Bridge in 
Middlebury. 

DENNIS SHEEHAN: 'Everyday.' moody landscape 

Middlebury. 

THE FARM: DRAWINGS OF ROWLAND EVANS 
ROBINSON. 1850-1880’: Drawings from agricultural 

stead's family. Through October 25. Info. 877-3405. 
JEAN CHEROUNY: ’OPEN.' new works by the Ripton 
877-2211. Bixby Memorial Library in Vergennes. 
PETER FRIED: 'Addison: Land Meets Sky.' an exhibit 
gallery. Through October 8. Info, 355-1447. Peter 

'PHOTO VOICE: NINE RESIDENTS SHARE 
IMAGES OF A TROUBLED AND TREASURED 
NEIGHBORHOOD’: Images that reflect record and 

neighborhood. Through October 3. Info. 388-4964. 

STACEY STANHOPE DUNDON: ' 


TO DWELL’: SENIOR THESIS ARCHITECTURE: A selec- 
Class of 2015. Through September 30. Info. 443-3188. 

WARREN KIMBLE. ALL-AMERICAN ARTIST: AN 
ECLECTIC RETROSPECTIVE’: The internationally 

rutland area 

S JUDITH STONE: 'See Feelingly: Weigh and 

October 2. 5:30 p.m. Through October 24. Inro, 
468-6052. Castleton Downtown Gallery in Rutland. 
’LOVE OF FANTASY’: Two- and three-dimensional 

October 31. Info. 775-0062. Chaffee Downtown Art 


•MEMORY WORK: SCULPTFEST 2015’: Sculptural 

25. Info. 438-2097. The Carving Studio & Sculpture 


ElllOt Burg A former assistant 
attorney general of Vermont for 28 years. 
Burg launches his career as a photographer 
with the exhibit, “Athletes for the Ages 
— Transcending the Limits of Age," on 
view from October 1 to November 2 at the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library in Montpelier. 
His black-and-white images capture the 
strength, prowess and joy of athletes in the 
2015 National Senior Games in Minneapolis. 
Among Burg's triumphant subjects are two 
Vermonters: Shelburne's Flo Meiler and 
South Burlington’s Barbara Jordan. Both 
are top medalists in the 80-to-84-year-old 
bracket A reception is Thursday, October 1, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Pictured: Barbara Jordan, 80, 
competing in the long jump. 


DAVID STROMEYER SCULPTURE: The artist opens 

landscape. Through October 12. Info. 512-333-2119. 
Cold Hollow Sculpture Park in Enosburg Falls. 

upper valley 

‘AMERICA’S MICHELANGELO: THE LIFE AND 
CLASSICAL WORKS OF CONSTANTINO BRUMIDI’: 

765-4288. Justin Morrill Homestead In Strafford. 
BIROS ARE DINOSAURS': An exhibit tracing the 

dig site. Through October 31. $11.50-13.50. Info. 


CARRIE PILL: 'Nature's Palette.* landscape 

31. EN PLEIN AIR PAINTING FESTIVAL: An en plein 

festival: $11.50-13.50. Info, 359-5000. Vermont 

'CRISIS DE OCTUBRE: THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS': 


PETER LUNDBERG AND FLORIN STREJAC: 

Through October 2. Info. 800-639-8521. ChrlsUne 
Price Gallery. Castleton University. 

WHAT EMMA LOVES': A group exhibit exploring a 

cltamplain islands/northwest 

BARRY & MAUREEN GENZLINGER AND BLUE 
CRAYON ARTIST STUDIO STUDENTS: Three- and 


JANET CATHEY: Mixed-media prints by the 
September 30. Info. 295-5901. Two Rivers 

JEN VIOLETTE AND LINDA ROSENTHAL: Mixed- 

Through September 30. 1 ' " 


KEITH SONNIER: A survey of early neon works, 
retrospective exhibit that spans 1959 to 2012 and 


LAMB WITH A PLAN': Photographs of nursing- 
October 3. Info. 889-9404. Tunbridge Public Library- 

landscape. Through OctoberlO. Info. 392-4656. 

Q MONIQUE VAN DE VEN: 'Gleaned Near South 
23. 5-7 p.m. Through December 5. Info. 763-7094. 
TOM SCHULTEN: Vivid works by the renowned 


northeast kingdom 

AMANDA AMEND: Watercolor landscapes capturing 
Info. 586-2200. The Art House in Craftsbury. 

brattleboro area 

DEBRA BERMINGHAM: Threaded Dances.' surreal 


Info, kspchapin@gmail.com. Info, 257-9329. The 


northeast kingdom 

DIANNE TAYLOR MOORE: This Side of the River.' 

DINOSAUR DISCOVERIES: ANCIENT FOSSILS. NEW 

JUDY LOWRY: 'New Landscapes,' paintings of 
525-3366. Parker Pie Co. in West Glover. 

Q PRILLA SMITH BRACKETT: FRACTURED 


2. 5-7 pjn. Through October 26. Info, 748-2600. 

VERMONT ARTISTS GROUP SHOW: Fine art and 

533-2045. Miller’s Thumb Gallery in Greensboro. 

manchester/bennington 

ANGELA ARKWAY: "All Things Bright and Beautiful.' 
Through October 9. Info. 362-4061. The Gallery at 

GRASSROOTS ART: INWARD ADORINGS OF THE 



j ART SHOWS E 


CALL TO 
ARTISTS 

ARTS CONNECT AT 
CATAMOUNT ARTS ANNUAL 
JURIED SHOW: Northern 

ship ($50 value), which 


October 12. Catamount Arts 
Center, SL Johnsbury. $60. 


CALL TO ARTISTS: ONE ARTS' 
HOLIDAY MARKET: ONE 

of December. Work wil I be 


5. Drop off: October 20, Or 
603-667-3149. 


CELEBRATE': Seeking a 

Poors of the SPA building, 
to December 31. Prizes will 

to 'gallery" then "calls'). 
479-7069. 

FOCUS ON MT. MANSFIELD 
PHOTO COMPETITION: 

be displayed at MMCTV as 


434-2550. 

ISLAND ARTS GALLERY 




Gallery Committee by October 




by Oliver Wasow. $24 for four 


THE GALLERY AT LCATV: Lake 
(LCATV) is looking for artists 


of LCATV membership (live. 

Fairfax, Westford. South Hero, 


Island Arts South Hero Gallery. 5-9 p.n 


'ODDITY': Calling for submis- 


Colchester. Info. 862-5724. 

CREATIVE COMPETITION: 

September 30 and Octoberl, 
October 2. Entry $8. During 






Through November 1. ’PEOPLE/PLACE: AMERICAN 
SOCIAL LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY. 1950-1980': 

NORTH BENNINGTON OUTDOOR SCULPTURE 

outside Vermont 

‘SLOW LITERATURE: THE NARRATIVE TAPESTRIES 
OF SARAH SWETT: Woven tapestries that combine 

several past senes. DIANNE SHULLENBERGER: 

stainless-steel mesh. Through October 9. Info. 
603-448-3117. AVA Gallery and Art Center in 


•CAN YOU DIG ITT: A community exhibit celebrat- 
Through October 11. Info, 518-792-1761. The Hyde 

'COLLECTING AND SHARING: TREVOR 
FAIRBROTHER. JOHN T. KIRK AND THE HOOD 
MUSEUM OF ART": Almost 140 paintings. 

CANALETTO'S VEOUTE PRINTS: An exhibition 

GEORGE S. ZIMBEL: A HUMANIST 
PHOTOGRAPHER': Images from collection of 

METAMORPHOSES: IN RODIN’S STUDIO': Nearly 



WESTPHALEN 




VTMETROGALLERY. 


Inspired by Cardboard & Pink Duct Tape ' 


kat clear 

COLLECTION 


Jewelry Launch Party 

October 15 th from 5:30pm - 7:30pm 

Come see theKal Clear Collection, her artwork and 
enjoy some delicious,' locally sourced food and drink. 


vanish. 


VERMONT 

METRO 

GALLERY 


5 


s 







NEW IN THEATERS 

HELL AND BACK: Two guys must rescue their 

NIA. R- Roxy) 

THE MARTIAN: Stranded on Mars, the last member 

Majestic Marquis, Palace, Roxy. Welden) 

SICARIO: Emily Blunt plays a naive FBI agent who 

Del Toro and Josh Brolin. (121 min, R. Capitol. Essex, 
Majestic. Palace) 

STEVE JOBS: THE MAN IN THE MACHINE: Oscar- 


NOW PLAYING 


ratings 


Celebrating our 1st b day! k 


We are part of the CVMC team 
and we're here when you need us. V 

EVERYDAY/ 9am -7pm 

Lab 
and 
X-ray 
on site 

Get in. Get out. 
Get Well. 

( 802 ) 371-4239 

1311 Barre Montpelier Road (next to Burger King) 


No 

LOWER 

All 

Appointment 

CO-PAY 

Insurance 

Needed 

than the 

Accepted 


ER 


the University »/ Vermont health network 

Central Vermont Medical Center 


UnveilYourWedding.net 


FREE WEDDING PLANNING TOOL 


FOR COUPLES GETTING MARRIED IN VERMONT! 


- Find Every Wedding Vendor Option in VT! 

- Get inspired with ideas & D.I.Y. secrets from other brides! 
- Post your Free Engagement Announcement & Photo! 


no© 


WOL WJOY 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 




TJ CUNNINGHAM: Landscapes & Still Ufes 
6 Merchants Row on the Green 


OPENING RECEPTIONS 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 9TH 5-7pm 


Catherine "CATCHI" Childs 
Mill Street at Middlebury Falls 


Hollow 


BARNS 


October Exhibit 

featuring new photographs 
by 

Jon Olsen 


October 1 st - November 2 r 


85 Church St. Burlington, VT 802-86^6458 


EDGEWATER 

GALLERY 


OCTOBER EXHIBITS 


MERCHANTS ROW & 1 MILL STRI 
EDGEWATERCAU.ERY-VT.COM 


1 


movies 

b 

S'* •*»«> f 1 


\ 

r ' \ 1 

.local theaters 

' - 


C) = NEWTI$SWV?EK 

FOR UP-T0fo*TE TIMES VISH SEyEMDySVT.COM/MOVIES. 


BIG PICTURE THEATER 

dB Cairoll Rd. (olFRte. 100). Waitsfiald, 


BIJOU CINEPLEX 4 




Black Mass 
Everest (2D & 3D) 
The Intern 
The Visit 


Hotel Transylvania 2 (2D & 3D) 
'The Martian (Thu only: 3D) 

The Visit 


Black Mass 
Everest (2D & 3D) 


Hotel Transylvania 2 (2D & 3D) 
•The Martian (2D & 3D) 


CAPITOL SHOWPLACE 


ESSEX CINEMAS 8. T-REX 
THEATER 

21 Essex Way. S300. Essex, B79-6S43. 


MAJESTIC 10 

190 Boxwood St. (Maple Tree Place, Talt 


Hotel Transylvania 2 (2D & 3D) 
•The Martian (Thu only: 3D) 


friday 2 — thursday 8 


The Intern 

The Manhattan Short Film Festival 
•The Martian (2D 8. 3D) 


Black Mass 
Everest (2D & 3D) 

Hotel Transylvania 2 (2D & 3D) 
The Intern 

Edition (Wed only) 

“RiffTrax Live: Miami 
The Visit (Wed only) 


Everest (2D & 3D) 

Hotel Transylvania 2 (2D & 3D) 
•The Martian (2D & 3D) 


The Manhattan Short Film Festival 

friday 2 — thursday 8 


Black Mass 

Black Mass 


Pawn Sacrifice 




PARAMOUNT TWIN 
CINEMA 

241 North Main SL. Barre, 479-9621, 

Hotel Transylvania 2 (2D & 3D) 

THE SAVOY THEATER 




Black Mass 

friday 2 — thursday 8 


Black Mass 

••The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
’•The Hobbit: An Unexpected 

Edition (Mon only) 

Hotel Transylvania 2 (2D & 3D) 

Edition (Sun only) 

•The Martian (2D & 3D) 


Black Mass 

friday 2 — thursday 8 
Black Mass 




IB 


LOOK UP SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHONE! 




= MOVIE CLIPS = 





NOWON VIDEO 


ALOFT Arl/2 Jennifer Connel ly and Cillian Murphy 






ulture 

VERMONT ARTS NEWS + VIEWS 


More movies! 




WHAT I'M WATCHING 

This week I'm watching: 

'The Prisoner' 

certainly doesn't hurt. Still compelling 
after nearly SO years, "The Prisoner's 





READ THESE EACH WEEK ON THE LIVE CULTURE BLOG AT 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 





Brand new storage units 


BRAND NEW UNITS & 
OUTDOOR STORAGE 


24-hour Access 
Self-Service kiosk 
Padlocks available 



self! 


I STORAGE 



Have you or your child been 
to the Emergency Room or put 
on oral steroids for your asthma? 

Timber Lane Allergy & Asthma Research, LLC is looking 
for people to participate in an asthma research study. 

To qualify you must: 

• Be 12 years or older 

• Currently take medication for asthma 
(other than a rescue inhaler) 

• Have been to the ER or used oral steroids 
(prednisone) for asthma within the last year 

All asthma & study medications are provided at no cost to 
participants, and compensation is provided for time and travel. 

If interested, contact Emily Kimball at 802-865-6100 
or e-mail Kirnball@tlaaa.com 




fun stuff 


DAVE LAPP 




LULU EIGHTBALL 


VAMPIRES Of THE MtPVfeST 



Alls 

(£ y^o) SIN« 


.y 5 

.re , Taste for 6loo 
'* s * v,Nfc ' 

l — ^TJ lvhlh hm 



TREVOR, THE OfltV &0TH IN MALCOLM, lA 







JEN SORENSEN 


MORE FUN! 

STRAIGHT DOPE (P.30) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-5) 
CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-7) 



I'm losing my patience with you..." 


Kneejerkin': “SSUST 

f Pip YOU HEAP ABOl/TTHE^N. 

HEDGE FUND GUY WHO'S \ 

BUYING UP PRESCRIPTION ) 

DRUGS ANO RAISING THE / 

.PRICES ASTRONOMICALLY? J 

WELCOME BACK TO KN££JERKIN,’ 
THE 6«M£ WHERE WE TRY TO 

GET OfiPlNARV AMERICANS- TO 
^ OPPOSE THEIR OWN BELIEFS! 

-{f-^ (what a scumbag r) 

1 */So HEALTHCARE 'V^L , 

I SHOULDN'T 8E ABOUT Vj£- J I 

1 ]V PLEASING INVESTORS^&t iy 



Socialist 

'price gouging by pharmaceutical 
companies anO hospitals is . 

WRONG, ISN'T IT? 1 

/ 

1^ /OooothimgX t |— 

J I CONTROL )' 

3 f 1 1 MEASURES / L. ■ 

3 1 T, \ slowed price J V 

'■JJ \f^OBAMACARE%flfc^ 

HOW WEIRD IS IT THAT AMERICANS 
SPEND MORE PER PERSON ON 
HEALTH CAPE THAN ANY OTHER 
COUNTRY. BUT PoN'T RECEIVE 

i— T/n (GETTING Rippt OOff.) 

Ml (single- PAVEr\ 

G V V 'M IN T a A 

THREE FOR THREE.’ 



r 


"The best site for 
following Sanders 
and his career.” 


— Gawker, July 17, 2015 



SEVEN DAYS 

BERNIE,;,. 

☆beat Agn 


Find out what Bernie is up to this week at 
berniebeat.com. 


Wi 


facebook.com/BernieBeat 


@BernieBeat 


J 



fun stuff 


DEgr pAfcK FtARS 



IN THE. GUEST Mm PAINTING OF A FACE. 


i. 


1 

I 

5 


l WM sun. THE ..TUt PAINTING WAS 

NEXT WORKING, \ SAUL ACTuAll'i A WINDOW. 

Have a deep, dark fear of your own? Submit it to cartoonist 
Fran Krause at deep-dark-fears.tumblr.com, and you may see 
your neurosis illustrated in these pages. 






CIRCUIT BOARD 


THINGS 
RIGHT- 
WINGERS 
SEE NO NEED 
TO WORRY ABOUT 











how to keep baked goods from going stale, or 
why you should shop for shoes at night to get 
the best Pt. I recently came across a humor- 
ous site that provides the opposite: bad life 
tips. For instance, it suggests that you make 


real to yourself. 4. Na 

would have to give up in order to get a great 
new thing. 5. What’s the one feeling you want 
to feel more than any other in the next three 
years? 6. What inspires you to love? 

CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 


and provocative than everyone else's. Its 
unclear how long this odd good fortune will 
last however. So I suggest you act decisively 
advantage of the oppor- 


part because he had high standards, worked 
hard and harbored an obsessive devotion 
to his quirky vision. If you aspire to cultivate 
any of those qualities, now is a favorable 
time to raise your mastery to the next level. 



Eva Sollberger’s 


STUCK IN 
VERMONT 


Watch at sevendaysvt.com 


S| 



SEVEN DAYS 


KRMMS 


Introducing: 
Vermonters 

For relationships, dates and flirts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 


MEN tofai^WSIVEN 

ROAOTREK 


W5IVBN Aeefa^WSIVEN 

SEDUCTIVE SPICY FUN 

everyday life as well. LeahPp2, 25, Ct 


GreenEyes86. 29. Cl 

WolVlEN . MEN 

FOLLOW YOUR HEART 


Could it be with you? SunLlght. 52. Cl 
LIVE TO LAUGH 

collaborator. WorkingOnlt 36. Cl 
SMILING ALL WAYS 


OUTGOING. ADVENTUROUS. DANCE, 


LOOKING FOR A KIDDED SOUL 


TESTING THE WATERS! 

FEISTY REDHEAD 

at all! My all-time favorite thing to 

WANT TO SHARE 

happens from there. ANNYLOUIE. 76 
WIN A TRIP TO HAWAII! 

process. Apply today! Aloha2016. 28. Cl 
GENUINE AND FUNNY 

things it has to offer. LiZiE, 21. Cl 


(MJRioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2,000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 


HAVE YOU BEEN TO SCOTLAND? 

DANCER, GARDENER. LOVER OF LIFE 


AUTUMN COUNTRY 


. Fall4me. 55. Cl 


LETS DANCE 

DEVIL'S (FOOD CAKE) ADVOCATE 


LTR. MaudeSeeksHarold. 33. Cl 
RED LIPS AND ROSY CHEEKS 

LOVE TO LEARN AND EXPLORE 




BETTER THAN THIS 

I'M SEEKING OUTDOORSY FUN LADY 

defiantly not a risk taker. VTGUY1970. 45 


GOOD OLD VERMONTER 

of antiques. roadman1940. 75, CJ 
SEEKING MY BETTER HALF 

BE HERE NOW 


TODAY'S THE DAY 

MOVING ON TO LOVE AGAIN 

ALL-AROUND GOOD GUY 


HOMEBODY. PATIENT. RELAXED. SELF- 
SUFFICIENT 

after work. Lets talk. AndrewG. 29. CJ 
ADVENTURE. TRAVEL, ACTIVE LOCAL 


EMOTIONAL, FUNNY. HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATE 

on for size. XO. Newlife532. 53. Cl 
EMOTIONALLY AVAILABLE SUBMISSIVE 




VERMONTER, HUMOROUS, TRAVELER 

OLD CAR GUY 


FUN-SEEKING, INTELLIGENT. 
ICONOCLASTIC. MUGWUMP 


FOUND ME! I DO EXIST 

LOOKING FOR THAT ONE 



SEVEN DAYS t 

HOOKERS 


For groups, BDSM, and kink: 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 





BEARDED CUTIE 

Williston Rd. You: Man. Me: Woman. D913170 


2 CHURCH ST. ON THURSDAY 

2 Church SL You: Woman. Me: Man. 1913168 
DINNER DOWNTOWN 

Brewery. You: Woman. Me: Woman. #913167 




Pond. Stowe. You: Woman. Me: Man. #913163 


isPb 


■ I W Mv Ifyou'vebeen 
spied, go online 
^ to contact your 

admirer! 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


CRAWLIN' DOWN THE AVENUE 

Where: the Ave. You: Woman. Me: Man. #913165 
TALL BRUNETTE RUNNER. TECHNOLOGY PARK 

Burlington. You: Woman. Me: Man. r: 91 3 1 64 
STERLING POND HIKER 


18, 2015. Where: Swan Lake, Flynn Center. 

BREWHAHA: TWO ATTRACTIVE WOMEN 




afternoon. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913161 


ARTSRIOT 

When: Saturday. September 12 2015. Where: 
ArtsRiot. You: Woman. Me: Woman. #913160 

YOU SOLD ME HEIRLOOM TOMATOES 

LOBALISTA. MISSED YOU BY DAYS 

We both liked the profile of the other on that 

Wednesday. July 29, 2015. Where: the 


PRETTIEST NURSE AWARD! 

Center. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913153 


SEXY SMILE SERVING ZA 


I LOVE YOU, SEMEN MAN 

central Vermont You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913157 
ELEGANT BLONDE AT ART HOP S.PJLC.E. GALLERY 


11. 2015. Where: Art Hop S.P.A.C.E. Gallery 
(Backspace). You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913156 

SINGLE? DAD AT ESSEX EDGE 

Edge Essex. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913155 
CITY MARKET — MISTAKEN IDENTITY 

City Market. You: Woman. Me: Mon. 0913154 


always. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913152 
HELLO EMPRISE 

In the ether. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913151 


CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, these 
people read Seven Days — 
you already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 2,000 local 
singles with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your own 
profile online. Don't worry, 
you'll be in good company. 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 



Classes meet one weekend a month in Burlington, Vermont. 

Preparation for licensure as a clinical mental health counselor 
and certification as a substance abuse counselor. 

Accepting applications for both September 2015 and January 2016 


Southern, /0 
New Hampshire 
University 


800.730.5542 | pcmhadmissions@snhu.edu | snhu.edu/pcmh 


Specializations offered in Integrated Mental 
Health and Addictions Treatment for Children, 
Youth and Families or Adults 



UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT PREGNANCY STUDY 


Researchers at the Vermont 
Center on Behavior and Health 
are looking for women who are 
currently pregnant to participate 
in a study on health behaviors 
and infant birth outcomes. 

This study involves: 

9 short appointments 
(approximately 20 minutes each) 
Flexible scheduling, 
including weekend and 
evening appointments 
Compensation $700 
2 Free Ultrasounds 


If interested, please visit 
our website to complete the 
recruitment questionnaire: 

Http://j.mp/1yLwkLO 







48 COVERS 

FROM 1995-2015 

ARE UP FOR BID! 

PREVIEW THEM ALL AT: 
SEVENDAYSVT.COM/UNCOVERED 


SEVEN DAYS 


Thursday, October 1 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at Skinny Pancake on 
the Burlington Waterfront 


Bid on your favorite Seven Days covers 
at our silent auction closing party 
to benefit SEABA. All covers feature 
reclaimed barn board frames handcrafted 
by Dostie Bros. Frame Shop. 


$5 cover includes entertainment 
and light appetizers. Full bar and 
menu available all night. 




GOLD 

SPONSORS: 


RUTLAWS'lTfERALD 


SEASON 

SPONSORS: 


VISIT OUR NEW 
WEBSITE FOR DETAILS: 


(TO^EY) Hi Heritage Family 


| 8:00 PM 




ARLO LISA BUDDY 

GUTHRIE LAMPANELLI (-My 

Auces ResTauRanT 50™ Anmv. Tour LeaneR MeaneR TOUR p 


HpUfir ' tH 

ife . L I . 4 \ 

INDIGO DARK KEN 

GIRLS ORCHESTRA 


PARAMOUNT 


30 CENTER ST, RUTLAND, VT 
802.775.0903 



